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nr'HE  only  addition  to  mifery  is  the  defpair 

X  of  redrefs.  And  there  can  be  no  greater 
appearance  of  a  failure  in  this  refpedl,  in  the 
body  politick,  than  where  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  are  deaf  to  their  complaints,  infen- 
iible  of  their  griefs,  and  partial  to  the  authors 
of  their  misfortunes. 

.  *Fhe  liberality  with  which  the  nation  con¬ 
tributed^  towards  a  war  with  France ;  and  the 
tranquility  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  gave  us 
great  hopes  of  fuccefs  j  but  our  moft  fanguine 
and  well  grounded  expectations  foon  vanifhed, 
with  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  therewith  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  Levant. 

Our  only  relief  was  a  dependance  on  the 
guardians  of  our  liberties,  to  enquire  into  the  caufe 
of  this  misfortune,  and  to  punifh  thofe,  who 

^  fhould 


fliould  be  found  the  authors  of  our  difquietude, 
difgrace,  and  lofs.  The  whole  nation  laid  their  « 
cafe  in  the  mold  dutiful  and  afFedting  terms 
before  their  fovereign  :  his  Majefly  promifed 
his  afflidded  people  that  juldice  fliould  be  dene. 
They  directed  their  representatives  to  make  a 
calm,  difpaffionate,  and  impartial  enquiry: 
but,  behold !  they  have  the  mortification  to 
find  that  neither  the  royal  wifdom,  nor  their 
own  authority,  was  fufficient  to  convidt  the 
lead:  of  the  offenders,  or  to  brine  ohe  of  tile 
managers  of  our  marine,  or  one  evil  counfellor 
to  juldice. 

:  ■  r . "  v '  p.  v . *  r  -jf* 

It  is  true  an  enquiry  was,  after  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  begun,  and  the  ftate  papers  relating  to 
the  equipment  of  the  French ,  in  their  fqveral 
ports,  during  the  time  of  their  preparations 
again (l  the  B ritijh  dominions,  were  produced 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  :  but,  by  the  lame 
means,  which  fo  often  have  influenced  the 
members  of  that  augufl  aflembly  to  grant  ^he 
people’s  money  without  meafure,  the  managers 
for  the  late  miniftry  have  endeavoured  to  flifle 
all  further  examination  into  their-  conduit  by  the 
following  resolutions : 

r  *  -J  ■  •  .  .  *  ,  •  , 
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cc  Mr  P — tt — r  (according  to  order)  reported 
cc  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to 

whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  the  fe- 
<c  veral  papers  and  accounts,  prefented  to  the 
cc  houfe  in  this  feffion  of  parliament,  relating 
1  “  to 
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4t  to  intelligence  concerning  the  motions  or  tie- 

“  iigns  of  the  French ;  to  preparations  made, 

tc  and  orders  given,  for  the  equipment  or  failing 

“  of  any  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips  of  war,  or  for 

“  the  defence  of  any  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions 

“  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  the  flate  and 

\  * 

“  condition  of  his  Majefty’s  navy,  and  of  the 
“  ifland  of  Minorca,  during  the  years  1755  and 
“  1756;  the  refolutions,  which  the  committee 
“  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  houfe, 
“  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
“  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  were 
“  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

<c  RefGhed , 

<c  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
“  his  Majefty  from  the  27th  Auguft  1755,  to 
“  20th  April  1756,  received  fuch  repeated  and 
“  concurrent  intelligence,  as  gave  juft  reafon  to 
“  believe,  that  the  French  King  intended  to 
“  invade  his  Majefty’s  dominions  of  Great 
“  Britain  or  Ireland. 

T-+  J  »  I 

“  Refohed , 

tc  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
“  his  Majefty  received  repeated  and  concurrent 
"  intelligence,  from  the  month  of  Auguft  1755, 
<c  to  the  month  of  April  1756,  that,  with  in- 
“  tent  to  invade  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  great 
“  numbers  of  troops  were  marched  from  the 
“  interior  parts  of  France,  to  the  coafts  of  Pi- 
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u  cardy ,  Normandy ,  and  Brit  any ,  great  quan- 
€c  tities  of  provisions,  artillery,  and  warlike  Stores, 
cc  collected,  and  numbers  of  veflels  for  the  tranf- 
€t  portation  of  Soldiers  aflembled,  in  the  ports 
cc  of  France ,  oppolite  tothecoafts  of  this  king- 
“  dom. 

cc  Refolded \ 

cc  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  in 
cc  the  months  of  September ,  October ,  November , 
<c  and  December ,  1755,  his  Majefty  received 
“  various  repeated  and  concurrent  advices  of  the 
<c  actual  equipping  of  a  Squadron  of  twelve  Ships 
“  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  at  Toulon ,  and 
<c  that  the  faid  armament  would  at  lateft  be  ready 
<c  to  fail  very  early  in  the  Spring,  275 6* 

<c  Rcfolved , 

€t  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  on 
cc  the  fourth  of  February  17^6,  in  a  letter  from 
<c  Mr.  conful  Bi riles,  dated  Genoa ,  17  ^January 
<c  1756,  his  Majefty  received  advice  of  an  in- 
“  tention  to  furprife  the  ifland  of  Minorca , 
<c  which  was  confirmed  by  many  fubfequent 
cc  advices  of  the  actual  destination  of  the  faid 
<c  armament  againft  the  faid  ifland,  received  in 
<c  the  month  of  February 

<c  Refolved , 

<c  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
cc  his  Majefty  received  repeated  and  concurrent 
2  “  intel- 
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„  J.n.^e%ence»  that  the  Toulon  fquadron,  which 
^  xailed  to  Minorca,  confining  of  twelve  Ihips 

o  the  line,  was  ill  provided  with  men  and 
guns. 


“  Rejo/ved, 

,  .  ^  aPPears  to  this  committee,  that 

his  Majefty,  between  the  30th  of  January 

1756,  and  the  6th  of  March  1756,  received 
intelligence,  that  there  was  fitted  and  fitting 
for  the  fea  at  Breft  and  Rochfort,  a  fquadron 
of  feventeen  thips  of  the  line,  which  by  intel- 
igence,  received  the  7th  March  17 56,  was  to 
be  augmented  to  twenty-two  Ihips  of  the 
lme  lome  of  which  were  to  be  fitted  out  for 
tranlporting  troops  j  and  by  further  intelli¬ 
gence  received,  of  the  3  ift  of  March  i7;6 
was  increafed  to  twenty- three  Ihips  of  the 

!“?*  e?C~flV?  f three  ftiPs  of  the  line,  faid 
to  be  defnned  for  yfawevicci* 
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c<  Refohed \ 

„  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  received  orders  to  fail  on  the 
27th  February  1  736,  and  actually  failed  on 
e  1  2t  o  March  following,  on  a  cruize  to 
the  weftward,  with  a  fquadron  of  fourteen 
Ihips  of  the  lyie,  which  iquadron,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke ,  was,  on  the 

w  th  fi PZ-  I?5r\  °rdered  t0  be  re_inforced 
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Refolved, 

cc  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
“  on  the  8th  March  1756,  orders  were  given 
“  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  to 
«  get  ready  ten  fhips  of  the  line,  for  the  Medi- 
“  terranean,  and  on  the  1  ith  of  March  1  75 
“  orders  were  given  by  the  commiffioners  of 
<c  the  admiralty  to  admiral  Byng,  to  take  the 
“  faid  ten  ffiips  of  the  line  under  his  command, 
“  and  fit  them  for  fea,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
“  and  on  the  27th  o f  March  1756,  the  ccm- 
“  miffioners  of  the  admiralty  were  ordered  to 
“  fend  ten  fhips  of  the  line  to  the  ifland  of 
“  Minorca,  which  fhips  failed  on  the  6th  of 
“  April  following,  which  ten  fhips  at  their 
“  failing  were  fully  manned,  (including  the  royal 
“  regiment  of  fuzileers,  fent  on  board  to  ferve 
€c  as  part  of  their  complement,  and.  which  was 
ordered  to  be  landed  at  Minorca ,  in  cafe  the 
Cf  governor,  or  commander  in  chief  of  that 
cc  ifland,  fhould  think  it  neceflfary  for  its  de~ 
<c  fence,)  and,  as  appears  by  a  letter  from  the 
<£  faid  admiral  to  the  faid  commiffioners,  were 
4C  in  every  refpeft  ready  for  failing. 

cc  Refolved, 

<c  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
£t  on  the  1  ft  of  April  17^6,  there  were  twenty- 
4<  feven  of  his  Majeily’s  ffiips  of  the  line,  cruiz- 
“  ing  on  the  following  lervices;  that  is  to  fay, 

four- 
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“  fourteen  fhips  of  the  line  cruizing  between 
tc  and  Rochfort ,  under  the  command  of 

“  Sir  Edward  Hawke ;  five  more  of  the  line 
“  ordered,  under  the  command  of  admiral 
“  Hoi  bourne,  to  join  Sir  Edward  Hawke ;  one 
“  between  Cape  Clear  and  Scilly,  one  between 
“  Scilly  and  UJkant ,  two  off  the  ifle  of  Bafs, 
<f  one  oft  Cape  Barjleur ,  two  in  the  Downs , 
ft  under  the  command  of  admiral  Smith ,  and 
<c  one  at  Cork ;  and  twenty-eight  fhips  of  the 
te  line  in  commifiion  at  home,  that  is  to  fay, 
iC  feventeen  fitted  for  fea,  ten  fitting,  and  one 
ct  in  harbour  fervice,  all  which  were,  exclufive 
fc  of  the  fquadron  under  the  command  of  ad- 
“  miral  Byng,  then  under  orders  to  fail  imme- 
“  diately  for  the  Mediterranean ,  and  that  the 
”  complement  of  the  faid  twenty-eight  ftiips  of 
cc  the  line  at  home,  amounted  to  14,640  men, 
cc  and  that  there  were  borne  upon  the  faid  fhips 
“  books,  9891  men,  and  7249  muftered. 

“  Rejohed, 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
IC  on  the  1  ft  April  1756,  there  were  forty- five 
“  frigates,  fioops,  and  armed  ftiips,  cruizing  on 
“  the  following  ftations;  that  is  to  fay,  three 
<e  under  Sir  Edward  Hawke ,  one  off  Brejl ,  two 
“  oft  the  ifte  of  Bajs,  four  off  Cape  Barjleur , 

“  fourteen  under  admiral  Smith ,  two  at  Dublin , 

“  one  at  Greenock,  one  at  Whitehaven,  two  at 
u  Liverpool,  two  in  Kingroad,  one  at  Biddeford 
c'  °ne  at  Falmouth,  one  at  Exmouth,  one  at  Tar- 
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“  mouth ,  one  at  Lynn ,  one  in  the  Humber ,  one 
“  at  Newca/lle,  one  at  Leith,  one  at  Sheer nefs 
“  going  to  Leith,  three  convoy  to  Stadht,  one 
“  convoy  from  Oftend,  and  then  ordered  to  the 
“Downs-,  and  there  were  at  home  feventeen 
“  frigates,  floops,  and  yachts,  fitted  and  fitting 
“  for  the  fea,  the  complements  of  which  feven- 
<c  teen  amounted  to  2405  men,  of  which  1508 
<e  were  borne,  and  1320  muftered. 

<c  Refolved, 

“  That  it  appears  by  the  lad  returns  from 
“  Minorca,  before  the  fiege,  bearing  date  the 
<c  31ft  July  1755,  that  the  garrifon  of  fort 
“  Saint  Philip  confided  of  2860  men  (officers 
“  included)  and  that  on  the  id  February  1756, 
“  there  were  thirty-five  military  ofiicers  abfent 
“  from  their  duty,  including  the  governor  and 
“  commander  in  chief  of  the  idand,  the  governor 
“  of  fort  Saint  Philip,  and  the  colonels  of  the 
“  four  regiments  in  garrifon  there,  the  governor 
“  of  the  ifland,  being  otherwife  employed  in  his 
“  Majedy’s  fervice,  the  governor  of  fort  Saint 
“  Philip  difabied  by  age  and  infirmities,  nine- 
“  teen  fecond-lieutenants  and  enfigns,  appointed 
between  the  id  of  OBober  1755,  and  the 4th 
“  of  January  1756,  and  nine  officers,  employed 
,£  in  the  recruiting  fervice  in  Great  Britain. 

“  Refolved, 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
major  general  Stuart  did,  in  the  month  of 

u  Novem- 
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“  November  3755',  receive  orders  from  his 
“  Majefty,  to  repair  to  Minorca ,  in  order  to  be 
“  affiftant  to  lieutenant  general  Blakeney ,  then 
“  commanding  his  Majefty ’s  forces  in  that  ifland, 
“ana  that  on  the  3d  of  February  following 
"  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  regiments  then  in 
“  Minorca ,  received  an  order  from  his  Majefty, 
“  to  fend  al]  the  abfent  officers  of  their  re- 
“  fpeCtive  regiments  to  their  duty  there,  except 
“  fuch  as  it  ffiould  be  neceflary  to  keep  in  Great 
“  Britain  on  the  recruiting  fervice. 

s  / 

“  Refolved, 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
“  on  the  28th  of  March  1756,  a  detachment, 
“  with  proper  officers,  equal  to  a  battalion,  was 
“  ordered  to  be  fent  from  Gibraltar ,  to  be  landed 
“  for  the  relief  of  Minorca. 

“  Refolved 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
“  on  the  30th  of  March  1756,  orders  were 
“  given  for  raffing  a  company  of  miners,  con- 
“  filling  of  200  men,  and  on  the  7th  of  May 
“  17 directions  were  given  for  fending  three 
•c  more  battalions  for  the  reinforcement  of  the 
“  garrifon  of  fort  Saint  B  hi  lip. 

“  Refolved y 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that 
“  the  fquadron  of  his  Majefty  s  fhips  in  the 

“  Medi- 
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“  Mediterranean ,  in  the  month  of  December 
“  1755,  confifted  of  one  fhip  of  60  guns,  two 
“  of  50  guns,  four  frigates,  and  one  floop  •  and 
“  that  the  garrifon  of  fort  Saint  Philip,  in  the 
“  faid  month  of  December,  according  to  the  laft 
“  returns,  made  the  3  1  ft  of  July  1755,  confifted 
“  of  2860  men  (officers  included)  and  that  it 
“  doth  appear,  that  no  greater  number  of  {hips 
“  of  war  could  be  fent  into  the  Mediterranean 
“  than  were  fent  on  the  6th  of  April  1706,  nor 
“  any  greater  reinforcement  than  the  regiment 
“  which  was  fent,  and  the  detachment  equal 
“  to  a  battalion,  which  was  ordered  to  the  relief 
tc  of  fort  Saint  Philip,  confidently  with  the 
“  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  the  various  fervices 

efiential  to  the  fafety  of  his  Majefty’s  domi- 
“  nions,  and  the  intereft  of  his  fubjedts.” 

Resolutions  !  which  I  prefume  were  not 
taken  by  the  whole  houfe :  and  fliould  it  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  minority  in  the  debate  were 
members  of  the  greateft  property  and  integrity, 
who  have  fomething  of  their  own  to  lofe,  and 
are  tenacious  of  the  right  and  property  of  their 
conftituents,  and  were  of  opinion  that  the  lofs 
of  Minorca  was  principally  owing  to  the  not 
fending  an  earlier  and  ftronger  naval  force  into 
the  Mediterranean,  than  that,  which  failed  under 
admiral  Byng ;  to  the  delay  of  not  fending  any 
reinforcements  of  troops  to  that  ifland,  till  the 
departure  of  the  faid  admiral  ;  to  the  differing 
the. officers  belonging  to  the  garrifon  to  continue 

abfent 
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abfent  from  their  ports ;  and  to  the  not  giving 
orders  for  railing  miners  for  the  defence  of  fort 
Saint  Philip,  till  the  30th  of  March  1756. 
Won’t  an  injured  nation  be  apt  to  think,  that 
thefe  refolutions  were  taken  by  men,  who  had 
no  will  of  their  own,  and  held  their  feats  in 
parliament  by  minifterial  tenure,  and  not  by 
the  free  choice  of  the  people  ?  Becaufe  it  does 
appear  from  the  original  papers  laid  before 
them,  that  the  miniftry,  in  their  feveral  de¬ 
partments  had  very  early  and  clear  intelligence 
of  the  preparations  and  rtrength  of  the  enemy 
in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean ,  as  well  as 
of  thofe  armaments  that  were  carrying  on 
along  the  coaft  of  the  Britifo  channel :  and  that 
there  was  no  want  of  fhips,  nor  of  men  for  fea 
or  land  fervice  to  have  defended  our  own  coaft, 
and  to  have  repelled  all  attempts  the  French 
were  able  to  make  againft  any  part  of  the  Britijh 
dominions. 

But  this  will  be  more  confpicuous  from  the 
following  minutes  faithfully  extracted  from  thofe 
very  papers  on  which  the  free  and  indepen¬ 
dant  reprefentatives  of  the  people  grounded  their 
negative  to  the  above  recited  refolutions ;  and 
are  thus  publifhed  in  juftification  of  their  con¬ 
duct  in  a  cafe  of  the  greateft  concern  to  their 
conftituents ;  and  to  enable  every  rational  and 
unbiafled  Elector  to  difcern  how  far  the  wifdom 
and  integrity  of  their  reprefentatives,  who  hav<$ 
fkreened  the  obje&s  of  their  country’s  refent- 

ment, 
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ment,  and  the  authors  of  its  difgrace  and  mif- 
fortunes,  fhould  recommend  them  to  their  f  uture 
favours. 

By  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  our  embafiy 
at  Paris ,  dated  fo  early  as  the  i  ft  day  of  January 
1 755 ;  and  at  a  time  that  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix 
was  employing  all  his  abilities  to  prevent  the 
juft  refentment  of  Great  Britain  again  ft  his 
nation  for  the  hoftilities  committed  by  the 
French  in  America-,  with  the  moft  religious 
afturances,  that  his  court  was  fincerely  delirous 
to  adjuft  finally  and  expeditioufly  all  difputes 
fublifting  between  the  two  crowns  in  the  new 
world  ;  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon ,  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  was  informed,  that 
feventeen  men  of  war  were  ordered  to  be 
equipped  at  Breji,  the  admiral’s  fhip  to  be  of 
70  guns,  and  that  the  great ejl  part  of  this  fleet 
was  defined  for  America. 

This  intelligence  was  repeated  from  Paris  a 
and  other  places,  with  many  additional  circum- 
ftances.  On  the  8th h,  the  fame  gentleman 
advifed  that  the  armament  at  Bref  confifted  of 

1  It  is  faid,  with  good  foundation ,  that  orders  are  gone  to 
Breji,  to  fit  out  feventeen  men  of  war  (by  fome  I  am  told) 
i ngates  included :  (by  others,  exclufive  of  them)  The 
at  miral  s  Ihip  is  70  guns.  They  are  to  have  regular  troops 
o^o-d.  But  part  of  this  fleet  only  (and  that  the  great  ft) 

is  deftined  for  America :  but  can’t  be  ready  before  April 
or  May.  I)e  Cofuc. 

b  Received  on  the  12th. 
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fixteen  fhips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates  to  carry 
3000  land  forces  j  again,  on  the  15th' he  re- 
duceth  the  number  of  fhips  to  ten ,  from  60  to 
74  guns,  and  four  frigates;  and  twelve  fhips 
from  12  to  24  guns,  each  to  ferve  as  tranfports , 
to  fail  with  5000  land  forces  at  the  end  of 
March ,  or  beginning  of  April.  From  the  Hague 
this  equipment  was  confirmed,  but  faid  not  to 
be  with  that  difpatch  as  firft  reported;  that 
10,000  men  were  ordered  for  Brit  any  >  and 
that  the  troops  to  be  embarked  would  be 
draughted  out  of  old  corps d.  On  the  contrary, 
other  advices  to  the  faid  office  declare  that  the 
preparations  at  Brejl  were  then  as  great,  as  if 
the  flames  of  war  would  extend  all  over  Europe: 
and  that  it  was  reported,  though  not  to  be  cre¬ 
dited ,  that  an  attempt  was  defigned  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender'. 

On  the  25th  f,  Mr.  De  Cofr.e  further  dis¬ 
covers  that  there  were  eight  more  fhips  fitting 
out  at  Rochjort  and  Rochelle ,  which  in  all  would 
make  thirty  fhips  of  war;  twenty  of  which 
were  of  the  line,  that  they  were  to  take  on 
board  6000  land  forces,  and  that  they  worked 
night  and  day  to  get  them  to  fea s. 

c  Received  on  the  18th. 

d  Advices  received  in  Lord  Holdernefs\  office,  'January 
17th,  1755.  Letter  A. 

e  See  ditto. 

f  Dated  Paris ,  22d  January ,  1755. 

8  See  letter  A  in  Lord  Holdernefs' s  office. 

LIST 


f 


e:  00  : 

•  r 

Rate. 

built,  refitted. 

men. 

guns,  captains. 

Tje  Formidable ,  1 

1746 

1749 

1 100 

90  Macnamara • 

Palmier , 

/  * 

2 

1752 

750 

74  BoislaMothe 

Hcros, 

>  2 

1752 

75° 

74  Monludi^ 

Bizarre , 

3 

1750 

580 

64  1 Salver  te. 

Defenfeur , 

2 

1723 

1752 

750 

74  Boifnir. 

Entreprenant ,  2 

1751 

75° 

74  Beaufrcmont • 

VEfperance,  2 

1724 

1747 

750 

70  Z,<?  Vilcon . 

Algenquir, 

2 

1752 

750 

70  Montalet . 

At 

Qneb' 

ec. 

Dauphin , 

2 

1735 

*749 

75o 

70  Hoc  quart , 

Alcide , 

3 

1740 

1743 

580 

64  M%  Choijeuh 

lllujlre , 

3 

1750 

580 

64  Lazarre * 

Leopard , 

3 

1721 

1747 

580 

64  VOrgerie . 

Lis, 

3 

1746 

580 

64  Gonin . 

Apollon , 

4 

1721 

I75T 

350 

58 

Adlijf, 

3 

1752 

580 

64 

P  rot  bee. 

3 

1747 

1749 

580 

64  Marini  cu* 

Fleur  de  lis , 

frig. 

230 

30  /)/;  Boto . 

Amethijle, 

do. 

230 

30  Bori. 

Heroine, 

do. 

1752 

220 

26  Found  lie . 

Sirene , 

do. 

*745 

230 

30  L'ArguilU. 

Aquilon , 

4 

11Z° 

1751 

350 

50  Bonville . 

Comete , 

frig. 

1752 

220 

22  Grange 

To  be  commanded  by  Monfieur  Macnamara ; 

to  carry  fix  regiments  of  two  battalions  each, 
and  to  be  victualled  for  four  months  and  a  half  \ 

Soon 

h  F rom  Dc  Cofne. 

1  Dated  February  12th  and  19th,  received  on  the  16th 
and  23d.  Mr.  de  Cofne  alfo  advifes,  by  letter  dated  Feb .  3th 


[  'J  ] 


Soon  after  this  he  tranfmitted  a  circumftan- 
jfiantial  account  of  the  equipment  making  at 
Rocbfort,  and  the  diligence  ufed  to  fit  thofe 
ihips  for  fervice :  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
enemy  had  the  following  fhips  fitting  out  in 
this  port  in  February  1755  k.  > 


Ships  names,  rates,  built,  men.  guns,  captains. 


Le  Veille ,  3 

L'  Inflexible,  3 
L’Opinialre ,  3 
L'Aigle,  4 

La  Diane ,  frig. 
La  Fideile ,  do. 


1752 

1752 

1752 

1750 

1741 

*7  47 


c8o 

58° 

580 

35° 

230 

220 


64  Fontais. 

64  Guebriant. 
64  Moileire . 

50  Coufage . 

34  Rigaudiere. 
26  Tonquiere . 


1.755,  that  they  were  lure  of  their  complement  of  men  to 
man  this  fleet ;  and  that  they  took  choice  of  what  they 
found  in  all  their  veftels.  And  by  his  difpatches  of  the 
5th  March ,  received  the  nth,  it  appears  that  the  quantity 
of  provtjiom  had  been  doubled.  Other  advices  are  pofitive 
that  there  were  then  twenty  (hips  of  the  line  fit  for  fervice 
at  Brejl ;  and  add  that  the  report  of  a  defcent  on  Scotland , 
in  favour  of  the  pretender,  feemed  to  be  without  founda¬ 
tion.  See  letter  A,  dated  Feb.  24,  17 55. 

k  With  this  lift  it  is  obferved,  that  there  was  not  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  cannon  in  the  royal  ftores  to  arm  the 
fhips  putting  in  comrniflion;  that  they  had  borrowed  fome 
from  the  Eajl  India  company,  and  fent  for  the  reft  to 
Sweden ;  and  that  only  the  five  firft  fhips  in  the  Brejl  lift 
had  their  lower  tiers. 

It  was  advifed  from  Holland ,  by  a  letter  dated  15th  Feb. 
that  the  French  were  buying  up  all  forts  of  Jl ores  and  pro- 
vijidus  at  Amfterdam ,  and  fending  them  to  Brejl  and  Roch - 
fort :  with  which  two  fhips  had  already  failed,  and  two 
more  were  in  the  Texet  waiting  a  wind. 


Hitherto 


[  16  ] 


Hitherto  it  does  not  appear  that  there  was 
any  intelligence  of  armaments  making  ready 
in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  thirty  officers  of  that  department  in  the' 
French  marine  were  ordered  round  to  Breft , 
under  a  pretence  to  ferve  in  the  fleet  fitting  out 
in  that  port.  From  whence  the  miniftry  re¬ 
ceived,  on  the  24th  February  1755,  certain 
advice,  that  they  were  fitting  out  with  all  ex¬ 
pedition  fifteen  fail,  viz.  feven  of  the  line,  five 
frigates,  and  three  from  20  to  30  guns;  to  be 
ready  to  fail  in  March  for  America ,  with  a  large 
body  of  regular  troops :  that  another  fquadron 
of  feven  fhips  of  the  line  was  ordered  to  be 
equipped  as  foon  as  poffible;  and  that  France 
feemed  determined  to  put  all  its  naval  jorce  to 
fea,  either  to  reinforce  their  American  fquadron, 
or  to  execute  more  dangerous  projects. 

Four  days  after,  the  fame  channel  informs 
the  Earl  of  Holdernefs ,  that  in  all  thefe  arma¬ 
ments  there  appeared  a  plain  defign  to  make 
fettlements,  and  to  build  forts:  becaufe  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fhips  were  equipping  en 
flute ,  or  for  the  tranfporting  of  troops.  He 
alfo  remarked,  that  it  was  reported  they  were 
refolved  to  augment  the  fortifications  at  Louif- 
bourg,  and  to  build  forts  on  the  Ohio-,  that 
M.  Salvert  would  be  charged  with  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  Canada:  and  that,  after  fending  re¬ 
inforcements  to  America ,  it  was  probable  they 

would 


[  l7  ] 

would  keep  two  fquadrons  at  home,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  only  en  la  petite  guerre ;  as  not  being 
itrong  enough  for  the  Englijh  at  fea. 

But  conful  Bit-ties ,  by  letter  from  Genoa 
dated  tenth  of  February  1755,  and  received  bv 
the  fecretary  of  date  on  the  26th  of  the  fame 
month,  writes,  that  there  were  at  that  time 
twenty-four  fliips  of  war  in  the  harbour  of 
IouJon  >  befides  three  on  the  docks,  and  a  70 
gun  fhip  careening :  that  there  were  orders  ar¬ 
rived  from  court  to  fit  out  that  whole  fleet  with 
expedition  :  that  the  magazines  and  [lores  were 
m  great  oraer ,  and  in  J'uch  readinefs,  that  it  was 

poflibk'  to  put  all  thofe  fhips  to  fea  in  a  very 
fhort  time.  *  J 

This  was  confirmed  from  Cartagena  on  the 
1 2th  March  1755  :  from  whence  conful  Banks 
informs  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  that  the  French 
were  fitting  out  thirty-fx  large  fhips  of  war : 
that  they  worked  very  hard  to  get  them  ready 
or  ea  •  that  the  great  admiral  of  France  was 
to  ave  the  chief  command  :  that  the  merchant 
lhips  were  taken  up  to  tranfport  a  great  number 
o  and  forces :  but  that  it  was  not  known  againft 
what  place  they  were  defigned. 

It  might  be  thought  that  this  repeated,  cir- 
cumdantial,  and  creditable  intelligence  of  the 
exertion  of  the  whole  naval  power  of  France  • 
and  tne  embarkation  of  fo  many  land  forces  &c. 

Q  for 


[  i8  ] 

for  America ;  and  in  the  Mediterranean ,  where 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar 1  were  the  mod:  pro¬ 
bable  objects  of  their  dedination  ;  would  have 
rou zed  the  attention  of  the  Britijh  minidry  to 
exert  their  endeavours  to  intercept  the  American 
fquadron,  and  to  cover  our  fortrefies  in  the- 
Mediterranean  and  Streights  from  infult  and 
iurprize.  But,  though  it  mud  be  granted  that 
Great  Britain  was,  by  far,  fuperior  to  France  by 
fea,  and  that  the  lofs  of  Mahon  or  Gibraltar 
would  be  a  fatal  droke  to  the  Britijh  commerce, 
no  care  was  taken  to  fecure  the  internal  drength 
of  thofe  fortifications,  nor  to  cover  them  from 
an  attack  by  fea  :  and,  as  we  diall  fee  hereafter, 
the  fquadron  difpatched  for  the  American  fervice, 
was  not  appointed  with  that  prudence ,  which 
was  necefiary  to  defend  our  intered  in  the  new 
world. 

/ 

M.  de  Cofne,  who  feeins  to  have  been  very 
diligent  in  procuring  intelligence  of  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  by  the  French  minidry,  acquaints 
Sir  ‘Thomas  Robinjon ,  by  letter  dated  from  Baris , 
1 2th  March  17  55,  That,  from  what  he  had  been 
able  to  learn  further  of  their  armament,  he  had 
found,  that  ten  of  their  large  diips  were  not  to 
have  their  lower  tiers ;  but  to  have  their  port 
holes  caulked  up,  in  order  to  be  fitted  up  to 
tranfport  their  troops.  He  then  adds,  “  It  is 

1  By  advices  in  Lord  Holder nef s' 5  office,  dated  25th  of 
March ,  there  was  a  talk  at  Paris  of  a  projedt  to  attack 
Gibraltar . 

“  faid,. 


[  1 9  ] 

tC  laid,  that  it  will  require  near  two  months 
<£  before  the  equipment  can  be  completed.  I 
<£  am  told  there  are  only  fix  fhips  already 
£C  equipped  ;  which  lie  out,  in  the  road  of  Breft 
££  harbour,  and  that,  as  this  expedition  is  fuppofed 
“  to  be  intended  for  Canada ,  if  all  the  fhips 
cC  were  ready,  yet  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
££  fail  before  the  latter  end  of  April-,  becaufe 
‘c  the  harbour  of  Louijbourgvi ould  not  be  clear 
££  of  ice  at  their  arrival :  that  the  voyage  thither 
“  is  generally  about  forty,  and  lometimes  fifty 
“  days ;  and  the  ufual  time  of  departure  is  never 
££  before  the  beginning  of  May :  therefore,  if 
“  the  expedition  be  retarded  to  that  time,  it 
“  may  be  concluded  with  great  appearance  of 
££  certainty ,  that  it  is  defined  for  that  place ; 
<£  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  if  any  of  the  fhips 
££  fail  fooner,  their  deftination  may  be  fufpedted 
££  to  be  for  fome  other  quarter.” 

Lord  Holdernefs,  about  the  fame  time  m,  re¬ 
ceived  advice,  that  in  the  port  of  Breft  there 
were  great  preparations  for  embarking  officers : 
that  the  fhips  en  flute  were  to  carry  no  more 
than  20  or  22  guns:  that  there  were  orders 
fent  to  fit  out  eight  more  fhips  of  war :  that 
there  were  now  at  Breft  thirty-five  fhips,  viz . 
eighteen  of  the  line  from  60  to  80  guns,  the 
others  frigates  and  light  vefiels,  befides  nine 
men  of  war,  viz.  five  of  the  line,  and  four 
frigates  on  the  flocks,  to  be  launched  within 

m March  5th,  10th,  and  14th. 

C  2 


three 


[  20  ] 

three  months :  that  they  had  been  fupplied  with 
marts  and  other  ftores,  36  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
balls  by  Swedijh  veflels:  that  only  nine  rtiips  of 
the  line  were  ready  with  two  tboufand  "  foldiers: 
and  that  at  Brujfels  it  was  reported  ten  tranf- 
ports  were  alfembled  at  Calais. 

On  the  1 7th  of  March  the  rtiips  equipped  at 
Brejl  got  into  the  road :  but  the  letters  on  the 
25th  faid,  that  they  could  not  be  able  to  fail 
before  the  beginning  of  April that  they  would 
endeavour  to  flip  away,  without  noife,  with  fuc- 
cours  to  America,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Mire- 
poix’s  negociation  was  only  to  gain  time,  till  the 
French  rtiould  arrive  at  their  fettlements,  and  be 
provided  to  declare  open  war. 

The  advices  to  Lord  HolderneJ's  on  the  29th 
of  March,  brought  an  account  That  there  were 
feventeen  rtiips  armed  and  equipped  at  Brejl : 
that  the  reft  would  not  be  ready  till  the  13th  of 
April-,  though  four  rtiips  from  60  to  64  guns, 
were  fitted  out  and  gone  into  the  road :  that 
they  were  victualled  for  fix  months,  and  deftined 
for  America  :  and  that  a  fquadron  of  an  equal 
force  was  equipping  in  that  port,  with  five  or 
fix  firefliips,  and  fome  bomb- ketches. 


"The  ad  via*  of  the  21ft  confirm  this  embarkation  to 
c  lor  Canada,  and  augment  the  number  of  foldiers  to 

Y°°C'  ’//af/r  mcntlon  another  equipment  to  be  commanded 
by  GatlaJ/ioniere. 


April 


[  21  ] 


r 


dpnl  2&,  1755%  The  armament  at  Bref 
was  earned  on  with  the  fame  diligence :  and 
propofed  to  be  ready  to  fail  by  the  20th,  No 
ltep  towards  augmenting  their  land  forces. 

5th.  Fourteen  fhips  were  got  into  the  road: 
on  which  were  embarked  implements  for 
throwing  up  or  removing  earth,  and  ereding 
torts  j  alfo  provilions  for  Indians  —  defined  for 
ijajpefte  and  to  be  commanded  in  chief  by 
;  7  Mot  he ;  M.  Macnamara  being  thought 

too  old,  though  certainly  the  bed  officer  they 


8th.  It  is  now  difeovered  that  fix  ffiips, 
which  got  into  the  road  on  the  1 7th  of  March, 
ad  failed  privately  for  America  with  troops,  in 
the  night  between  the  x  8th  and  1  nth  of  the 
fame  month :  that  fix  others  took  their  Nation 
in  the  road,  and  received  on  board  a  number  of 

?  Z00/8}  imonSft  whom  were  many 
Scotch  and  Injh  officers  j  and  that  orders  were 

ArutSoif bC  “f£di'ed  wkh 

'Received  by  the  Earl  of  Holdernefs  on  the  6th. 

1755  adV1C£S  m  L°rd  H°ldernefs's  office,  March  21Z, 

BreZl *isth;nd?hrdeTuWCre  f°r  their  embarka“'on  at 

all  amounted  S  00  “8  M Y°  t°  ^  1 3th*  Thcy  jn 

•ments  of  two  battahoL  l  2°-°  out  of  flx  rc&~ 

19th  from  M.  Cofnc,  1 5  aS  by  advi?c  receivcd  JPril 

^3  nth. 


['  22  ] 


i  ith.  Every  thing  fpeaks  war  at  hand.  The 
Jive  new  fhips  of  war  are  all  ready,  and  will  be 
in  the  road  next  week  r,  and  M.  Diejchau,  who 
is  to  have  the  chief  command  by  land  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  will  embark  on  the  1 5th. 

These  letters  add,  that  there  was  fome  talk 
of  the  Pretender,  and  of  a  defcent  to  be  made 
on  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  :  and 
that  there  were  no  orders  as  yet  gone  for  equip¬ 
ping  a  fleet  at  Toulon:  which  is  very  inconfiftent 
with  conful  Birtle’ s  advice  of  the  tenth  of 
February-,  and,  indeed,  feems  to  have  been 
wrote  at  random ;  for,  tnree  days  alter,  this 
fame  correfpondent  delivers  it  for  fadt,  that 
orders  had  been  fent  to  Toulon  for  fitting  out 
ten  fhips  of  the  line  ;  and  further  adds,  that  the 
French  marine  armaments  were  expended  to  be 
completed  in  a  month. 

1 6th.  M.  deCofne  writes  that  the  frigate 
La  Diane  had  been  difpatched  and  failed  from 
Rochfort,  on  the  27th  ult.  to  Louijbourg  and 
Quebec,  with  advice  of  the  fuccours  deftined  for 
America  :  that  eight  fhips  more  of  the  line  were 
ordered  to  be  victualled  and  fit  for  the  lea  in 
two  months :  that  M.  Macnamara  had  received 
orders  to  fail  this  day,  if  the  wind  fhould  per¬ 
mit;  and  that  the  courier  was  ordered  not 

r  They  failed  into  the  road  on  or  before  the  a  8th  day,  as 
appears  by  other  advices. 

to 


to  return  to  court,  till  the  fquadron  was  out  at 
fea. 

1 8th.  Advices  from  Flanders  related  that 
there  was  at  Brefl  eleven  fhips  ready  for  fea  ; 
but  was  thought  they  would  not  fail  till  the 
whole  armament  was  completed :  that  the 
equipment  at  Rochfort  was  finifhed,  and  two 
more  fixty  gun  fhips,  and  a  frigate  of  46  had 
been  put  into  commiflion  :  that  there  were  fome 
armed  frigates  at  St.  Flalos :  that  each  veffei 
was  ordered  to  take  330  foldiers  on  board: 
that  befides  the  fleet  then  ready  to  fail,  they 
were  fitting  out  at  Brefl  one  7 o,  one  56,  and 
one  50  gun  fhip ;  and  that  there  were  twelve 
more  {hips  of  64  guns  in  that  harbour,  which 
might  very  eafily  be  made  fit  for  fea s. 

M,  de  Cofne  is  more  particular;  who  having 
by  letters  of  the  1 5th,  confirmed  the  intelligence 
of  the  united  fleet,  or  fquadrons  from  Rochfort 
and  Brefl>  being  ready  to  weigh  anchor  in  Brejl 
road;  and  fent  a  lift  inclofed  of  land  forces, 
particularly  the  Irijh  brigade,  ordered  to  march 
down  to  the  fea  coaft,  and  to  remain  in  garrifon 
at  Dunkirk,  Graveline ,  and  Calais ,  till  further 
orders ;  he,  on  the  1 8th,  fends  advice  that  the  laid 

*  In  order  to  man  this  fleet  they  were  obliged  to  ftrip 
the  (hips  of  all  their  tailors  in  the  merchants  fervice,  as 
appears  by  advices  received  from  Holland  on  the  2 iff, 
which  faid  that  vefiels  were  detained  in  Dunkirk  for  want 
of  hands;  the  tailors  being  obliged  to  repair  to  Brejl. 

C  4  fleet 


iH  ] 

fleet  was  then  preparing  to  fail,  and  contained 
and  was  commanded,  as  follows: 

LIST  of  the  Bxcft  fquadron,  the  officers,  and 

guns. 


Ships. 

Captains. 

Guns. 

Formidable , 

Macnamara ,  genera]  desarmesnavalles,  q0 

Entreprenanty 

Du  Bois  de  la  Adothey 

chef  d’efcadie 

y  7 

Bifarrey 

Perrier  de  Salverty 

do. 

*  /  * 

64 

HeroSy 

Monlntfty 

do. 

74 

Palmiery 

Beaufremoiit  d’Ouvillers,  captains, 

74 

Alcidey 

Hocquart  ParcevauXy 

do. 

64 

*  Defperuerey 

Beaufriery 

do. 

70 

*  Dauphin  Royally  Montalety 

do. 

70 

*  VAlgenquWy 

Vilcony 

do. 

• 

70 

*  Efperancey 

Bouvillcy 

do. 

70 

*Adlify 

Chev .  de  Cheaumonty 

do. 

# 

64 

*  lilujlrey 

Cboifeuly 

do. 

64. 

*  Opiniatrey 

Adoclieriy 

do. 

64 

*  Le  Lisy 

Orgeriey 

do. 

64 

'*  Leopardy 

St.  Lazarrey 

do. 

64. 

Amethijley 

Sieur  du  Bottey  &c. 

lieutenants, 

3° 

*  Apollon y 

Goviery  See. 

do. 

58 

Fleur  de  Lisy 

Marnuicy  Sec. 

do. 

3° 

Sirenty 

Tourvilky  Sec. 

do. 

3° 

Comettey 

Grauyy  & c. 

do. 

3° 

Heroiney 

Boryy 

lieutenant, 

30 

*  D  Aiguillony 

V At gui lion y  See. 

do. 

+  50 

15  fhips  from  80  to  64  guns. 

7  frigates. 

22 

f  Appointed  for  an  hofpital  Ihip,  and  mounted  only  26 guns. 

Ships 


[  25  ] 


Ships  failed  from  Rochfort,  officers  and  guns  '. 


Le  Veille , 
L'Aigle, 

La  Diane , 
Fidelky 
Inflexible , 


De  Fountais ,  de  Rochechamart ,  captain,  64 
-D//  Confaque  Billy ,  do.  50 

Rigaudiere ,  do.  30 

Ztf  Jonquiere  De ,  lieutenant,  26 

Guebriant  l' Aumont  PAine ,  captain,  64 


2  fhips  of  64  guns# 

1  of  50. 

2  frigates. 


5 

Total  of  both  ports, 
18  fhips  of  the  line. 

9  frigates. 

27 


TV.  B.  Those  fhips  marked  with  *  ferved  as 
tranfports  for  the  troops,  and  only  carried  from 
18  to  22  guns,  although  pierced  as  above. 
The  others  were  completely  armed,  and  were 
the  convoy  to  the  fhips  for  tranfporting  the 
troops. 

However,  though  the  orders  from  court 
were  fo  pofitive,  and  every  thing  was  ready,  the 
wind  would  not  permit  this  fleet  to  fail  till  the 
3d  of  May'-,  of  which  our  miniflxy  received 

1  This  delay  created  various  conjeftures  ;  for  the  public 
began  to  think  that  fome  other  reafon,  befides  contrary 
winds,  occafioned  it :  as  appears  from  the  advices  dated 
May  2d# 

this 


ji 


£  *6  J 

this  pofitive  advice  from  Paris,  dated  May  6th, 
cc  7  he  Breft  fleet  fet  fail  very  early  on  the  3d, 
“  with  fo  fair  a  wind,  as  to  be  out  of  fight  in 
<c  a  fhort  time.  It  is  generally  believed,  that 
cc  Macnamara s  orders  are  only  to  convoy  the 
“  fhips  that  ferve  as  tranfports,  to  a  certain 
"  diftance,  and  then  to  let  them  purfue  their 
“  voyage  without  him  V' 

By  thefe  advices  it  is  evident.  Great  Britain 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  an  invafion  into  either 
of  its  kingdoms :  and  that,  notwithftanding 
France  had  a  few  more  fhips  in  the  ports  of 
Breft  and  Rochfort  fit  for  fervice,  they  had 
neither  failors,  provifions,  ordnance,  nor  ammu¬ 
nition,  to  fit  them  out  for  fea  •  nor  any  number 
of  veflels,  capable  of  tranfporting  an  army  into 
this  ifland ;  had  it  ever  fo  ferioufly  meditated 
a  defcent  in  favour  of  the  Pretender  *.  Why 

then 

u  This  was  confirmed  by  the  return  of  M.  Macnamard 
on  May  20th,  with  nine  fhips  of  the  line,  having  convoyed 
the  tranfports  beyond  the  capes,  and  left  them  to  proceed 
to  Canada  with  a  fair  wind.  May  20th  captain  Innis , 
Otter  Jloop,  at  fea,  faw  nine  fail  of  French  men  of  war  ofF 
Uftant  going  into  Breji .  May  23d  captain  Edwards , 
Dlfpatch ,  oft  Falmouth ,  faw  twenty-five  fail  on  the  4th, 
viz.  twenty  line  of  battle,  two  of  50,  and  three  frigates, 
which  came  out  of  Breji  and  feparated.  The  French 
admiral  with  eight  fail  hauled  their  wind.  See  advices  to 
Admiralty  office, 

*  The  only  intelligence,  upon  which  the  miniftry  could 
form  any  idea  of  an  invafion  at  this  time,  being  the  letters 
of  Mr.  Barnham  from  Dover  to  Mr.  Amy  and,  I  fhall  add 
their  contents. 


On 
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then  was  there  not  a  more  powerful  fleet  ordered, 
in  time,  to  block  up,  or  to  intercept  Macnamards 
convoy  ?  Could  the  fovereign  of  the  feas  fpare 
no  greater  force  than  eleven  (hips  of  the  line, 
and  one  floop,  to  defeat  the  embarkation  for 
America  ?  Did  the  miniftry  exert  the  utmofi  of 
their  power  in  defence  of  our  colonies,  and  to 
maintain  the  dominion  of  the  leas,  when  they, 
apprifed  of  the  force  under  failing  ordeis  at 
Brett  confined  their  own  ftrength  to  a  fqua- 
dron  under  Mr.  Bofcawen,  of  little  more  than 
half  the  force ;  totally  neglected  a  neceflary 
fupply  of  land  men ;  and  paid  no  manner  of 
regard  to  the  equipment  of  ten  flaps  of  the  line 
at  ‘Toulon ,  of  which  they  had  poiitive  advice  on  . 
the  1 4th  of  April :  nor  to  the  intelligence  from 
conful  Banks,  on  the  igth  A  March-,  which 
he  wrote  under  a  confirmed  opinion,  that  there 


On  Feb .  i oth,  He  mentions  great  warlike  preparations 
daily  making  ;  and  a  furprizing  quantity  of  powder  brought: 
in  l  few  days  to  Calais ,  in  thirty  flat  bottomed  veffcls,  by 

tbs  way  of  their  canals,  and  more  expected. 

Feb  1 8th,  He  writes:  The  only  intelligence  this  ay 
learned  from  Calais  is,  that  the  troops,  which  were  ordered 
from  the  interior  parts  towards  the  fea  coaft,  have  receive 
counter-orders:  and  that  every  thing  at  that  time  feemed 

t0  ^March  Kith 6^0  bomb-fhells  are  brought  into  Calais , 
and  laid  on  the  key :  but  their  deftination  is  a  profound 
fecret.  At  the  fame  place  are  alfo  arrived  6°  cannoneers  ; 
and  more  troops  are  expected.  But  notw.thftanding  this 
mighty  warlike  preparation,  I  cannot  learn  they  are  t  n 
any  fteps  to  increafe  their  Ihippmg  at  that  place,  which  at 
prefent  is  very  inconfiderablc.  See  Admiralty  efftu- 

nwuld 


from  that" CXpedltion  with  land  forces 

The  only  flep  taken  to  remedy  thefeewemnne 
Sf°nS“  fhe  Brf W  politicks,  was  togril  fix 

to  f (Alow  Mr  * R  f'8^  admiraI 

rail  till  the  °  i  th  of  Jkfcy  wtan^coulcff  ^  T 

thought  poffible  for  him  to  efcane ^ 

The  account  of  the  5™?  flePfv  k  •  r , 
was  foon  after  feconded  by  advices  If  t  ’ 

On  .he  ,3*  „f  4  £***£  toff"' 
mention  more  preparations  of  ?£!  •iW 
Breji  and  Rochfort ;  and  alfo  „  f  le  ,inari;ic  at 
where  to  be  commanded  bv  r  /T  n  W 
letters  of  the  2  ^  d  are  !  7  Ga!aZlomere-  T he 

that/w  more  Lips  wer™*^!'  tbcy.j?form 

***>*,  and  that  there  was  I  ;!  at 

at  aS1/.  Maids  "•  thaf-  7tf  £ate  ^ttJng  out 

into  the  per,  o I™  retu™'d 
/hips,  aj.  UrcJI  on  the  20t^  with  nine 
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yr 


P;’PCr  B-  »•  in  Lord  Holder  nr  fi  ’$  office. 


The  Formidable , 
Heros, 
Palmier , 
Inflexible , 
Veliky 
Aigky 

Frigates,  Amethifly 

Fleur  de  Lis , 
Heroine , 


90 

74 

74 

64 

64 

5° 

3° 

30 

30* 


and  that  there  were  in  Brefl  harbour  thirteen 
ihips  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates ;  befides  eight 
Ihips  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates  more  fitting 

out  y  and  to  be  joined  by  four  fhips  from  Rocb- 
fort. 


M.  de  Cofne  on  the  28th  of  May  writes,  that 
thefe  nine  fhips  were  victualling  for  fix  months : 
and  that  he  believed  they  would  fail  only  to 
cruife  about  the  Streights  mouth  off  of  Gibral¬ 
tar :  and  that  they  accordingly  fet  fail  on  the 
fourth  of  June,  under  the  command  of  M.  Du 

Thefe  were  not  expected  to  return  fo  foon.  They  con¬ 
voyed  the  divisions  of  M.  de  la  Mothey  and  of  M.  de  Salvert , 
to  the  firft  meridian.  T  lie  fhips  armed  en  flutes  were  deftined 
for  Canada,  and  to  land  in  Gafpey-bay,  in  order  to  make 
divernon  towards  Acadia,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  troops 
on  the  Obto  advance  on  the  fide  of  Virginia.  See  B.  2. 
in  ord  Holderncfs’s  office.  M.  de  Cofne  adds,  Thefe 
trail  ports,  after  landing  the  troops  at  Louifbourg ,  will  return 
j  a™ed>  having  flowed  the  reft  of  their  guns  as  ballaft  ; 
and  Macnamara  has  orders  to  meet  them. 


1 
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Guay,  Chef  d’Efcadre,  M.  Macnamara  being  ill 
of  the  gout :  their  deflination  remaining  a  pro¬ 
found  fecr-et,  they  kept  cruifing  in  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  near  the  Sir  eights  of  Gibraltar,  till  they 
entered  the  port  of  Cadiz y. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lords  commiffioners 
of  the  Admiralty  received  advice  from  captain 
Buckle  of  the  Unicorn,  dated  May  9th,  in  Genoa - 
mole,  that  eleven  days  before,  there  had  been 
orders  published  by  beat  of  drum,  for  failors  to 
repair  to  Toulon :  and  that  orders  were  likewife 
fent  to  Toulon,  to  fit  out  all  the  fhips  in  that 
.harbour. 

May  30.  Captain  Scroope  writes  from  Villa - 
franca,  that  he  had  feen  five  fhips  of  60  and 
70  guns  in  Hieres-bay.  And  the  advices  to  Lord 
Holdernefs ,  of  the  5th  o i  June,  fpeteify  an  order 
for  equipping  the  following  (hips  of  the  line 
and  frigates. 


Temeraire, 

74 

Efperance, 

70 

Efiprit, 

70 

Lion, 

64. 

Sage, 

64 

Orphee, 

64 

Ro/e, 

36 

Potnone, 

3° 

At  l ante. 

30 

y  When  this  fleet  returned  from  Cadiz  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Auguft,  M.  Du  Guay  left  four  frigates  in  that  port. 
See  advices  to  the  Admiralty  from  Gibraltar ,  dated  Aug.  26. 

inde- 
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independant  of  four  frigates  and  nine  gallics, 
which  they  were  already  at  work  upon,  and 
iuft  finifhed,  when  thefe  orders  arrived  ;  and  not 
"to  be  employed  againft  Gorfairs.  Yet  Mr.  Vil- 
lettes  writes  from  Bern,  on  the  8th  of  J une , 
that  hitherto  there  was  not  a  fhip  of  war  fitting 
out  at  Toulon  -,  nor  the  lead  order  for  the  troops 
in  Dauphine,  Languedoc,  nor  Provence ,  to  move 
or  to  keep  in  readinefs. 

The  armament  at  Rochjort,  by  advices  of 
the  2 1  ft  of  “June  to  Lord  Holdernefs,  was  con¬ 
tinued  :  three  fhips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate 
being  then  equipping  in  that  port :  but  they 
add,  that  nothing  was  doing  to  the  eight  fhips 
ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Brejl ,  that  fhewed 
anv  defign  of  putting  either  thefe,  or  thofe  at 
Rochfort  foon  to  fea :  for,  though  they  might 
be  furnifhed  with  failors  out  of  the  Indiamen, 
and  other  fhips  lately  arrived,  they  were  in  want 
of cannon. 

July  i ft.  The  advices  to  Lord  Holdernefs 
brought  an  account  of  five  fhips  at  Brejl  almoft 
fitted,  with  part  of  their  crews  on  board  ;  five 
more  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  five  more  at 
Rochfort,  in  all  fifteen  fail :  that  there  were 
many  regular  battalions  quartered  about  Btejl , 
but  no  talk  of  an  embarkation  :  that  du  Guay's 
inftru&ions  were  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Pot  - 
tugal  to  favour  the  return  of  la  Mothe  and  Sal- 
vert,  in  cafe  of  bad  news  from  America:  that 


ft 
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they  had  at  Toulon  twenty-eight  ftips  which 

sSw  :spw  *  *»  i  -d  APV  w 

ti  ?  and«rttllep  •  and  that  Tailors  belonging 
to  nine  flnps  then  careening  and  rigging  had 
orders  no.  to  go  out  of  the  way  without  live 

The  intelligence  received  on  the  iff  of  7u/v 
i755»  from  Mr.  ViUettes,  our  refident  at 
mentioned  a  report,  that  a  confiderable  number 
of  pilots  had  been  ordered  to  bring  home  twelve 
large  men  of  war,  built  for  the  fervice  of  France 
in  the  ports  of  Sweden -}  and  that  they  were  to 

which  heb£mra  Vaft  quantity  of  iron  cannon  ; 
hich  he  prefumes  may  not  be  entirely  fad  - 

however  other  letters  confirm  this  account  and 

ipecify  the  number  of  cannon  to  be  6000  dices 

bought  in  Sweden  ■,  and  further  fay,  that  twelve’ 

more  Ihips  were  building  in  that  kingdom  for 

the  French  King  :  concluding  with  this  obfer- 

“ThJt  'that  Ty  ^  CXa^erated  :  but *  fcems 
leaft  that  they  intend  to  make  attacks  on 

«  ™  and  *“  ^  —  -re 

The  French  court  about  this  time  was  making 
detachments  from  the  militia  to  be  fent  to  thf 
ajl  n  ics :  and  though  there  were  ten  fhips 
at  Breft ,n  a  condition  to  be  fitted  out  on  the 

and, -n at  “>'•  th'y  "Ot 
pallid  in  “  "'aS  tn0'Vn  M 

Th  us. 
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Thus,  it  appeared  that  the  whole  attention 
of  the  French  councils  was  taken  up  with  their 
American  intereft,  or  at  lead;  to  favour  the  return 
of  their  (hips  from  Canada ;  and  that  Britain 
had  nothing  to  fear  of  an  invafion,  from  any 
preparation  at  Brejl  or  its  neighbouring  ports. 

But,  though  it  wras  confirmed  by  letters  to 
Lord  Holdernefs ,  dated  July  19th,  and  received 
on  the  2  2d,  that  no  fhips  were  fitting  out  at 
Bre/i ;  and  that  they  were  equipping  with  ex¬ 
pedition  nine  fhips  at  Toulon ;  with  orders  for 
the  Tailors  not  to  depart  from  thence ;  the  Britijh 
miniftry  contented  themfelves  with  fending  Sir 
Edward  Hawke ,  on  the  24th  of  July,  to  cruize  till 
September ,  only  to  endeavour  to  intercept  Du 
Guays  fquadron  in  its  return  from  Cadiz j  or  any 
fhips  which  might  efcape  the  vigilance  of  Mr. 
Bofcawen ,  and  attempt  to  recover  any  port  in 
France:  his  whole  force  being  no  more  than 
twenty-one  fhips  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates : 
whereas,  if  there  was  any  credit  to  be  given  to 
our  intelligence,  it  was  probable  that  he  might 
have  met  with  Du  Guay’s  fquadron  of  ten  fhips, 
joined  by  five  fhips  from  Rochfort ,  ten  fhips 
from  Brejl ,  and  the  ten  fhips  in  their  return 
from  America  \  By  which  it  appears  that  this 

2  By  advices  in  Lord  Holdernefs’ s  office,  July  15th  and 
19th,  there  were  about  12,000  men  quartered  about 
Dunkirk ;  but  it  was  thought  by  thofe,  who  gave  this 

information,  that  this  was  done  purely  to  give  umbrage 
to  England .  5  6 


D 
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fleet  was  commanded  upon  a  very  hazardous 
fervice,  and  ali  the  advices  concerning  the  naval 
preparations  in  the  Mediterranean  were  disre¬ 
garded. 

Sir  Edward  was  no  fooner  got  to  fea,  than 
oat*  miniftry  were  informed  by  good  authority, 
that  the  armament  at  Breft  of  eight  fhips  was 
forwarding  with  all  expedition  ;  that  Jour  more 
were  ordered  ;  in  all  twelve,  viz*  five  of  the  line, 
and  feven  frigates  from  30  to  50  guns3:  and 
that  in  cafe  their  navy  was  found  infufficient  to 
cope  with  England !,  the  French  were  determined 
to  have  recourfe  to  their  armies.  Accordingly, 
on  the  third  of  Augujl ,  advice  arrived  that  the 
baggage  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife  was  packing  up 
to  be  tranfported  from  Lijle  to  Dunkirk  ;  that 
M>  DeCremille ,  lieutenant-general,  was  marched 
to  Dunkirk,  at  the  head  of  20,000  men  3  and 
that  they  were  at  work  night  and  day  in  that 
port  repairing  the  fortifications  n  and  opening 
the  harbour,  in  order  to  make  an  embarkation, 
as  they  pretended  $  but  rather  to  draw  the  En- 
g/ijh  forces  to  that  fide.  And  letters  of  the  1  5th 
and  19th  add,  that  great  preparations  for  war 
were  making  on  the  French  frontiers:  that  the 
troops  were  in  motion  in  the  inner  part  oi  the 

a  There  were  alio  three  fhips  from  67  to  70  guns,  and 
two  frigates  of  36  guns  budding  at  the  fame  tune  in  that 
port.  See  advices  dated  'July  25th  and  28th. 

h  Building  new  forts,  and  mounting  cannon  on  the 
Rijlank.  See  ditto,  dated  Augujl  3d,  6th,  8th,  and  nth. 

kingdom, 
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kingdom*  and  the  regiments  had  orders  to  aug¬ 
ment  every  battalion  with  four  companies  :  That 
thefe  armaments*  and  the  enlifting  even  boys  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  difcovered  a 
defign  in  the  French  to  begin  the  war  with  fome 
great  ftroke :  but  that  at  Dunkirk  there  was  no 
talk  of  equipments  for  an  invajion  c,  nor  even  ot 
the  Pretender d.  Yet  Mr.  Burnham  writes  from 
Dover  on  the  31ft  of  the  fame  month,  that 
5000  failors  were  ordered  to  Brefl  againft  the 
17th  of  September ,  and  that  all  the  fifbing- 
boats  at  Dieppe ,  were  ordered  to  tail  to  Boulogne 
and  Calais  \  ,  : 

The  equipments  in  the  port  of  Toulon ,  which 
hitherto  had  been  carried  on  with  more  artifice, 
began  now  to  appear  openly,  and  to  keep  pace 
with  the  encampments  facing  the  Britijh  fhore, 
formed  merely  to  give  umbrage  to  the  English, 
and  with  the  motion  and  augmentation  of  their 

c  Though  the  fame  advices  add,  that  there  were  at  that 
time  fixty-three  veffelsof  different  fizes  in  the  harbour  :  that 
the  militia  was  ordered  to  be  in  readinels :  and  that  a  camp 
was  talked  of,  to  be  formed  between  St.  Otner  r,  Dunkirk , 
and  Calais . 

r  a  Letters  of  the  27th  mention,  that  the  marines  were 
augmented  to  50  men  in  a  company  :  that  camps  were 
forming  at  Valence ,  Richmont,  and  Sambre :  That  the 
Pretender  had  been  in  France  ever  fince  the  28th  of  July 
incog.  But  that  there  was  no  hurry  at  Brejt ,  to  fit  out  fhips 
in  a  condition  for  fervice,  which  greatly  iurprized  the 
people. 

e  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  this  intelligencer  gained 
more  credit  than  any  other  advices,  which  by  their  iitua- 
fion y  CsV,  were  more  likely  to  come  at  the  truth. 

D  2 


troops,. 
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troops.  For  the  letters  of  the  6th  of  Auguft 
declare  expreffiy,  that  orders  had  been  fent  to 
"Toulon  to  equip,  with  all  expedition ,  all  the  new 
fliips,  and  to  get  the  old  ones  alio  in  a  condition 
for  fer vice .  that  thele  orders  were  then  purfued 
with  great  diligence,  and  that  they  were  to  take 
on  board  feveral  companies  of  land  forces  befides 
marines.  They  further  advifed,  that  fince  the 
arrival  of  two  exprefles  at  Toulon ;  which  had 
cauled  the  holding  of  two  extraordinary  councils 
attended  by  the  principal  officers  of  the  marine, 
the  hands,  which  were  at  work  in  fitting  out 
the  nine  (hips  there,  were  doubled,  and  fix  other 
ffiips  of  the  line  put  in  commiffion,  and  ordered 
to  be  equipped  with  the  former  nine,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  put  all  the  fifteen  fail  to  fea  before 
the  1 8th  or  20th  o i  Auguft  y  and  to  be  victualled 
only  for  three  months.  Which  letter  concludes : 
“  Though  the  deftination  of  this  fquadron  is  not 
“  known,  it  is  generally  conjectured  to  be  in- 
“  tended  again  ft  Gibraltar :  but  be  that  as  it 
“  will,  never  was  a  greater  hurry  in  that  port 
“  than  at  prefent  V’ 

r  ‘  i*  .  , 

At  the  fame  time  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  . 
that  we  had  no  force  in  thole  feas  to  prevent 

f  Is  it  not  very  extraordinary  that  capt.  Edgecombe  of  the 
Deptford ,  fhould  write  from  Mahon ,  on  the  7th  of  Auguft , 
that  he  had  received  advice  from  Marfeilles ,  that  there 
were  no  orders  arrived  at  Toulon  on  the  ill,  for  fitting  out 
the  fhips  in  that  port ;  and  that  there  was  great  want  of 
naval  ftores,  and  that  there  was  not  fufficient  artillery. 
Received  by  the  Admiralty ,  Sept .  16.  i3 

Du 


f  37  ] 

Du  Guays  fquadron,  which  did  not  fail  from 
Cadiz  till  the  beginning  of  Augujl ,  from  joining 
the  fquadron  at  T.oulon, 

Lord  Briftol ,  in  his  letters  to  Lord  Holder- 
nefs ,  dated  Turin,  Augujl  16th,  in  part  confirms 
the  preparations  at  Toulon.  His  Lordfhip  writes, 
that  all  the  mafter- builders  were  commanded 
to  repair  immediately  from  the  ports  of  Provence , 
Csc.  to  Toulon ;  and  that  a  body  of  20,000 
French  troops  were  preparing  to  form  a  camp 
at  Valence  in  Dauphine:  but  adds,  that  nothing 
had  hitherto  been  done  towards  equipping  any 
of  their  lhips.  However,  on  the  23d  his  Lord¬ 
fhip  advifes,  that  there  were  twenty  fhips  large 
and  fmall  at  Toulon  ;  but  there  was  not  artillery 
fufficient  to  equip  them,  and  that  no  orders  were 
as  yet  ifliied  for  enlifting  of  failors  in  that  port. 
And  on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month,  the  fame 
noble  Lord  writes,  that  an  exprefs  had  arrived 
the  week  before  at  Toulon  from  Verfailles,  with 
orders  to  equip  with  the  utmoft  expedition 

Is  it  not  more  furprizing  that  Mr.  Villettes  from  Bern, 
Oft  the  1 6th  of  Auguji ,  fhould  write  that  he  was  informed 
that  no  armament  or  warlike  preparations ,  were  as  yet  mak¬ 
ing  in  the  ports  of  Provence :  excepting  a  few  Tartans 9 
which  were  ordered  to  fail  to  caution  the  French  home¬ 
ward  bound  merchantmen  to  be  upon  their  guard  ?  Or  is 
it  poflible  to  think,  that  this  information  fhould  deferve, 
or  meet  with,  more  credit  in  the  Britijh  cabinet,  than  the 
pofitive,  circumftantial,  and,  if  negledled,  the  deftrudfive 
advice  of  the  6th  of  the  fame  month  to  the  Secretary’s 
office  ? 


/even- 


feventeen  fhips:  and  that  he  was  informed  they 
were  already  at  work  to  expedite  this  armament, 
and  had  taken  off  all  hands  from  the  merchant¬ 
men  building,  &c.  in  the  neighbouring  dock¬ 
yards. 

These  advices  were  confirmed  by  conful 
Birtles ,  who  by  letters  of  the  laft  date,  writes 
that  letters  from  Nice ,  of  the  25th  of  Augufly 
advifed,  that  a  courier  was  arrived  at  ' Toulon  for 
the  intendant  to  fit  out  f event een  fhips  with  the 
ut mojl  diligence  3  and  that  a  veflel  was  arrived,  in 
four  days,  from  Marfeilles  at  Genoa ,  which  con¬ 
firmed  that  orders  had  been  received  for  equip¬ 
ping  {flips  at  Toulon. 

Consul  Cabanis>  by  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Ra - 
binjon ,  dated  Nice,  Auguft  25,  writes  that  the 
French  were  augmenting  their  land  forces,  and 
actually  recruiting  in  Languedoc  and  Provence  : 
that  the  laid  port  brought  orders  to  Toulon  for 
equipping  feventeen  fail  of  men  of  war  that 
next  day  they  did  begin  to  infpedt  them  :  and 
that  he  was  ajfured  by  very  good  hands ,  the 
intendant  had  lent  immediately  for  all  the 
Qornfallors  from  Marjeilles  and  the  adjacent 


To  this  armament  Mr .Villettes,  by  letters 
from  Bern ,  dated  Auguft  28th,  adds  three  new 
built  80  gun  fhips,  purchafed  of  the  Gcnoefe , 

and 
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and  expected  loon  at  'Toulon  He  alio  mentions 
the  preparations  making  for  affembling  a  camp 
at  Valence  in  Dauphine  ;  and  that  it  appeared  to 
him,  there  would  be  nothing  undertaken  on 
the  continent  this  year,  1755,  till  their  trading 
veffels,  and  feamen  employed  in  the  fifheries, 
were  returned,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they 
would  make  fuch  necellary  preparations,  duiing 
the  winter,  as  would  enable  them  to  purlue  early 
in  the  fpring  thole  mealures,  which  their  cir- 
cumflances,  and  the  dignity  of  the  ciown  of 
France ,  might  require. 

From  Carthagena ,  conful  Banks,  in  his  letters 
of  the  20th  and  27th  of  Augufl ,  is  hill  more 
explicit:  cc  Mailers  of  French  veffels  from  lou- 
<<  ion ,  fays  he,  report  that  there  are  in  that  port 
ct  twenty-fix  men  of  war  of  the  line,^^.  eighteen 
cc  new  ffips  built  lince  the  peace,  and  eight  old 


g  But,  in  order  to  lcflen  the  opinion  of  this  equipment, 
we  find  in  a  former  letter  from  this  gentleman  dated  Augujt 
20th,  the  following  account  of  the  lfate  of  the  marine  at 
Toulon:  “  They  have,  fays  he,  built  at  Toulon ,  fince  the 
u  peace,  or  there  are  upon  the  flocks,  in  all  fourteen  fliips 
4c  or  fHaates.  They  may,  perhaps,  fit  ten  more  old  ones  : 
cc  they,  who  exaggerate,  fay  eighteen.  But  there  are  only 
cc  *2000  failors  in  that  department,  including  old  men  and 
cc  children*,  they  have  neither  cannon,  ropes,  nor  materials 
cc  to  make  any  ;  which  they  hoped  to  have  gotten  from 
cc  Sweden  and  Denmark  :  but  thofe  flates  have  not  thought 
44  it  convenient  to  fupply  them.  And  fhoukl  it  be  true, 
44  that  they  have  purchafed  three  fhips  of  the  Geneofc ;  tho  c 
44  fliips  will  want  both  cannon  and  failors.”  See  the  ad-r 

vices  of  July  1  ft. 


D  4 


c  c 


ones, 
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ones,  which  are  all  fitting  for  fea  :  alfo  twelve 
frigates,  and  a  great  many  fmaller  veffels, 
which  are  in  like  manner  fitting  out }  befides 
lixfhips  of  the  line  on  the  flocks ;  fome  of 
which  are  ready  for  launching :  That  he  had 
received  intelligence  of  180  battalions  of 
foldiers  marching  into  Rouffillon  with  great 
diligence,  and  that  thefe  troops  were  defigned 
againfl  Minorca,  to  be  tranfported  thither 
in  merchant-fhips  now  at  Marseilles,  and  to 

be  convoyed  by  all  the  men  of  war  in  the 
port  of  Toulon 


Whilst  thefe  preparations  were  goin^  for¬ 
ward  in  the  fouth  of  France  againfl  Minorca , 
the  French  miniflry,  by  their  emiflaries  in  Hol¬ 
laed,  &c.'  and  their  movements  on  the  coafts  of 
the  Britifh  channel ,  and  even  fometimes  bv 
counter  orders  at  cloulon,  endeavoured  effectually 
t>i  diaw  off  the  attention  of  Britain  from  the 
main  objedt.  For, 

A  t  the  Hague  it  was  reported,  Auguft  20, 
rnat  there  would  be  an  embarkation  of  troops* 
it'c  Boulogne ,  Calais ,  and  Dunkirk ,  in  order  to 
make  a  defcent  in  Scotland. 

-  Bamaani  from  Dover ,  Augujl  ^  iff,  im-« 
pioves  Bit  Dutch  intelligence  by  informing  (but 
God  knows  upon  what  authority !)  that  there 
was  a  talk  in  France  that  5000  failors  were 
ordered  to  Bre(l  againfl  the  17th  of  the  next 

month. 
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month,  and  that  all  fifhing-boats  at  Dieppe  were 
ordered  to  fail  for  Boulogne  and  Calais-,  that 
there  were  four  regiments  of  the  Irijh  brigade 
at  Boulogne ,  and  more  troops  expeded  there. 
Then  he  adds :  “  Yefterday  there  arrived  at 
“  Calais  a  dogger  in  her  ballad:,  as  has  done 
“  within  thefe  few  days  three  or  four  fmall  boats: 
“  what  fervice  they  intend  them  for,  is  kept  a 
“  fecret :  but,  no  doubt,  they  would  have  us 
“  believe,  that  they  defign  playing  us  their  old 
“  game,  with  which  they  amufed  us  in  the  lad 
“  war\” 

They  managed  their  proceedings  at  Toulon 
and  in  that  neighbourhood,  at  the  fame  time,  fo 
artfully,  that  Mr.  Fillet  tes, and  Lord  Brillol ,  could 
fcarce  be  induced  to  give  any  credit  to  the  intel¬ 
ligences  they  hitherto  had  tranfmitted  to  London. 
And  the  modern  panic  of  an  invafion  fo  effec¬ 
tually  concurred  to  favour  the  politics  of  France , 
that,  notwithftanding  the  miniftry  of  Great 
Britain  were  well  informed,  by  letters  of  the 
2pth  of  Augufl ,  “  that  the  French  miniftry  were 
“  never  more  perplexed  :  that  though  they  were 
“  angry,  they  were  divided  in  their  fentiments : 
“  that  councils  upon  councils  were  held  j  but 
“  nothing  had  been  refolved  on:  and  that,  though 
“  an  invafion  of  England  had  been  talked  of,  the 
“  prefent  fituation  of  France  had,  upon  exami- 
“  nation,  been  found  very  different  from  that  in 
‘c  1745 >”  they  fullered  themfelves  to  be  amufed, 
b  See  before  advices  of  the  27th  of  Augujl. 

3 


and, 
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and,  by  Accrediting  their  correfpondents  in  Italy* 
Spam,  and  the  fouth  of  Prance ,  negledted  our 
trade  and  property  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
America ,  and  every  other  objeft  of  our  care,  to 
watch  the  execution  of  a  fcheme,  not  fo  weli 
attefted,  and  much  more  hazardous  for  the 
enemy  to  attempt.  Even  fo  far  did  this  negli¬ 
gence  take  place  in  our  councils,  that  not  an 
officer  was  ordered  to  Iris  corps  in  garrifon,  nor 
a  fhip  of  war  to  intimidate  the  Toulon  fquadron, 
or  to  cover  our  fortreiTes  and  navigation  from 
the  infults  of  the  enemy  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  month  of  September  produced  more 
pofitive  accounts  of  the  'Toulon  fquadron,  and 
its  deftination. 

Sir  'Benjamin  Keene  our  minifter  plenipo’ 
at  Madrid,  on  the  firft  of  this  month,  tranf- 
mitted  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  an  authentic  lift 
of  the  fleet  at  Toulon. 

'•*  'it  * 

The  LIST. 

2  of  84  guns. 

5  of  74  one  wants  conflderable  refitting. 

8  of  64  the  Valliant  will  be  launched  the  end 

of  next  month. 

3  of  56  one  refitting  will  be  foon  finifhed,  one 

wants  conflderable  refitting. 

2  of  40  one  not  fit  to  ferve  any  longer. 

7  of  30  two  out,oneonftocks,tvvofcarcebegun. 

2  of  24 


3  bomb 
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'i  bomb  veil'd  s. 

4  xebecks  at  fea. 

x  of  14  guns  not  fit  to  ferve  any  more. 

37  which  only  want  cannon. 

Letters  of  the  fame  date,  and  received  at 
the  Admiralty  from  Marfeilles,  on  the  1 9th  of 
September ,  advifed  that  orders  had  been  fent  on 
the  29th  alt.  to  Toulon ,  to  fit  out  with  all  ex¬ 
pedition  twelve  men  of  war,  viz.  one  of  80, 
three  of  74,  feven  of  64,  and  one  of  50 ;  that 
they  had  begun  to  work  hard,  and  that  it  was 
expected  they  would  be  ready  to  put  to  fea  in 
two  months;  befides  feven  others,  which  might 
be  equipped  for  fervice  againfi:  the  fpring. 

On  the  fame  day  the  fecretary  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  received  information  from  captain  Harvey 
of  the  Phoenix ,  dated  Genoa ,  Sept.  3d,  that  the 
French  had  at  Toulon ,  in  all  twenty-eight  fail 
great  and  finall,  and  that  thirteen  of  the  fine, 
four  frigates,  and  fix  xebecks  were  fitting  out 
for  fea  with  great  expedition.  Amongfl  the 
remainder,  he  adds,  are  four  large  new  Ihips ; 
which  prove  fb  leaky  that  they  do  not  attempt 
to  fit  them.  There  is  a  great  want  of  guns, 
900,  upon  proving,  being  found  unfit  for  fervice, 
or  wanting  ;  and  a  great  fcarcity  of  failors  :  but 
6000  are  expected  home  in  the  Levant  fhips. 
The  captain  then  confirms  the  intelligence  of 
the  purchafe  of  three  (hips  at  Genoa :  but  con- 

1  eludes 
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“and  fi„Hh,?iS  re“arV 1  been  on  board, 
«  *  i"  d  -hem  fitter  for  a  convoy,  or 

“  bm\c^U°n  Carg°  °f  timber>  than  a  line  of 


r,y/w  yS  U  th,e  fame  caPtaIn  writes  from 
Ftlla-franca,  that  the  conful  at  Nice ,  and  the 

agent  at  Marfeilles,  had  confirmed  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  3d,  and  fent  the  following  account 
of  the  armament  at  Toulon,  viz.  6 

17  of  60  to  80,  of  which  3  incapable  of  fervice. 
o  frigates  of  20  to  40. 

6  xebecks^ 4°  eXpe*ed  hourIy  from  America. 

3  before  Sallee  expected. 

4  galleys  fit,  the  reft  incapable, 

1  ihip  of  80  upon  the  ftocks. 

4  others  little  advanced. 

44  in  all,  including  4  bombs  and  2  fireihips. 

N.  B.  Twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  and  four 
frigates,  fitting  with  all  expedition. 


On  the  13th,  Mr.  Births  conful  at  Genoa 

confirms  by  letters  from  Marfeiiles  of  the  cth  of 

September  as  alfo  by  a  veil'd  arrived  in  three 

days  at  Genoa  from  Toulon,  that  they  were 

equipping  twelve  ihips  of  the  line,  and  four 

frigates,  in  that  port;  and  inclofed  the  following 
iut  in  French .  6 


Norn 


4 
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Noms  des  rvaiJJeaux  de  guerre  qui  ou  armi  a 

Toulon. 


Le  Foudroyant , 

8o  guns. 

Guerrier, 

74 

Redoubtable , 

74 

Couronne , 

74 

Achille , 

64 

Triton } 

64 

Lion , 

64 

Sage, 

64 

Orphee, 

64 

Content , 

64 

Hercule, 

64 

Tier, 

50 

With  four  frigates. 

800  guns  in 

From  'Turin  Lord  Brijlol  informed  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon ,  by  letter  dated  the  6th  of  the  fame 
month,  that  all  the  marines  in  France  were 
recruiting,  and  that  cannon  were  mounting  on 
the  batteries :  and  on  the  20th  tranfmitted  the 
following  account  of  the  maritime  force  of 
France  in  the  Mediterranean.  , 


State 
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State  of  the  maritime  force  of  France  in  the 
Mediterranean,  on  the  zotb  of  Sept.  1755. 

15  fhips  from  66  to  80  guns,  one  of  80  leaky, 
others  of  bad  wood,  which  will  ioon  want 
refitting,  when  been  at  fea. 

2  quite  unfit  for  fervice. 

1  of  80  guns  upon  the  flocks,  ordered  to  be 

launched  in  Odlober,  but  cannot  be  got 
ready  this  year. 

2  of  60  to  70  guns  upon  the  flocks,  one  of 

which  only  the  keel  laid,  the  other  not 
much  forwarder. 

8  frigates  of  24  to  40  guns  fit  for  fervice. 

1  frigate  of  36  guns  expected  from  America ,  1 

4  xebecks  on  a  cruize  off  Sallee ,  (. 

Thefe  five  expected  every  day  at  Toulon,  j 
4  bomb  ketches. 

2  fire-fhips. 

4  galleys  fit  for  fervice.  , 

2  flrong  large  floops,  equipped  with  20  men, 
—  and  a  culverin  of  36  pounds  :  with  which 
4 5  it:  is  propofed  to  fink  the  enemy’s  (hips,  by 
running  upon  them  and  making  their  fire 
between  wind  and  water.  ■  ; 

B.  The  firing  of  this  piece  of  cannon  is 
very  quick  ;  as  it  is  replaced  immediately, 
by  means  of  a  fpring,  as  foon  as  fired. 


To  this  was  added  a  particular  lift  of  the 
fea  forces  then  getting  ready  at  Toulon,  viz. 

1  The 


[  47  1 

\  The  Foudroyant  of  Bo  guns. 

1 1  from  66  to  70  guns. 

1 2  fhips  of  the  line. 

To  complete  which  fquadron,  fays  my  Lord, 
they  want  800  pieces  of  cannon,  and  10,000 
men,  including  failors,  troops,  and  officers ;  there 
being  only  cannon  enough  for  lower  tiers,  and 
fcarce  enough  for  the  lecond  and  third  tiers  : 
that  they  depended  on  Genoa  for  a  fupply  of 
artillery,  to  be  brought  to  Toulon  in  three  large 
fhips,  "if  approved  of  by  a  captain  of  a  man  of 
war,  the  mailer  founder,  &c.  gone  to  examine 
and  prove  the  fhips  and  cannon  :  that  the  new 
levies  for  completing  the  four  companies,  and  to 
augment  the  companies  of  marines  from  fifty  to 
an  hundred  men  were  continued  :  that  the  delays 
in  fitting  out  the  fleet  had  been  occafioned  by 
the  great  fcarcity  of  money :  but  that  twenty- 
four  millions  were  now  affigned  to  pay  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  this  armament ;  and  that  orders  were 
arrived  to  pay  fix  months  wages  to  the  work¬ 
men,  &c. 

His  Lordfhip  then  concludes,  that  as  there  was 
no  commanding  officer  as  yet  appointed  to  the 
eight  fhips  in  commiffion  ;  it  was  not  poffible 
to  guefs  at  the  deftination  of  that  fquadron : 
but  that,  in  confequence  of  an  order  from 
court,  dated  the  third  of  this  month,  they 
were  employed  diligently  in  getting  ready 

twenty- 


1 
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twenty-five  thoufand  quintals  of  bifeuit  for  its 
ule  . 


Thk  fame  noble  Lord,  by  difpatches  of  the 
27m  of  the  fame  month,  further  adds,  that  by 
orders  arrived  at  Marfeilles  on  the  1  ■?  th  four 
new  men  of  war  from  60  to  70  guns, ’were 
-immediately  to  be  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  Marquis  de  Roufe  :  that  he  was  well  affured, 

a  r*"ce*ved  eighteen  millions  of  livres  at 
lmlon,  laftweek:  that  every  artificer  in  that 
port,  at  Marfeilles ,  and  in  that  neighbourhood 
were  employed  continually  to  get  all*  the  flips’ 
and  frigates  ready  for  fea,  by  the  end  of  O Bober. 
That  they  had  already  got  fix  thoufand  feamen 
in  readmefs,  and  that  they  expe&ed  a  fupply  of 
Jour  thoufand  more  in  a  very  fliort  time.  And, 


*Capt.  Scroop,  of  the  Dolphin,  by  letter  of  (he  22d  of 

fSCd  a.‘  vu,a-frm'  r'pea“ 

c,1-9^’  advifes  from  the  Hague  confirmed  this 

ordereTtobe  “"1’  inc|[ofe<1  the  f°Howing  lift  of  /hips 
ordered  to  be  in  readmefs  at  that  port,  viz. 

i  of  80  guns?~ 


3  °f  74 

7  of  64 
i  of  50 


and  two  frigates. 


It  is  very  poffible,  he  adds,  that  the  intendant  of  the 
marme  may  have  received  orders  from  court  to  prepare  a 
fquadron  of  as  many  fhips  as  are  fit  for  fervice  :  But  that 
none  of  the  letters  mentioned  above  take  notice  that  any 
fupply  of  and  artillery,  which  was  alfo  greatly 

anted,  has  of  late  been  imported  at  Toulon  from  abroad.  Y 

as 
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as  captain  Scroope  had  obferved  by  letter,  of 
Sept ,  2  2d,  that  thefe  fhips  were  fo  bad  as  not 
be  fit  for  long  cruizes,  it  was  moft  natural  to 
conclude  their  deftination  muff  be  for  fome 
expedition  not  beyond  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar. 

MY  Lord  Holder  nefs,  about  the  fame  time, 
received  advice,  that  the  Count  de  Grammont 
was  gone  on  the  26th  of  Augujl  to  Genoa,  to 
examine  jour  fhips  of  the  line  ;  offered  on  fale 
to  the  court  of  France :  that  the  Genoefe  had 
alfo  offered  to  fupply  them  with  5  or  600 
cannon :  that  at  Toulon  they  worked  inceflantly 
in  building  new  fhips :  that  they  were  able 
to  fit  out  ten  or  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  ex- 
clufive  of  frigates,  in  a  very  Jhort  time ,  when¬ 
ever  orders  fhould  come  for  that  purpofe  :  and 
yet  this  advifer  pretends  to  fay,  that  there  were 
no  armaments  yet  making  at  Toulon. 

Letters  of  the  2 2d,  27th,  and  30th  to  the 
fame  office  difcover  that  the  1 oulon  fquadron 
was  to  be  commanded  by  M.  Galajjioniere  :  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  Toulon  department,  who 
had  been  exercifing  on  board  of  Du  Guay’s 
fquadron,  which  had  returned  to  Brejl,  on  the 
third  inftant,  were  ordered  to  repair  to  their 
proper  fervice  ;  and  that  they  were  accordingly 
returned  to  that  department. 

Mr.  Vi llettes,  by  letters  of  the  20th  dated 
from  Bern,  writes  that  feveral  letters  allure  that 

E  pre- 
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preparations  were  making  at  Toulon  for  fitting 
out  twelve  (hips  of  the  line  and  fix  frigates  : 
but,  according  to  his  ufual  method,  endeavours 
to  deftroy  the  force  of  that  intelligence,  by  de¬ 
claring,  contrary  to  the  moft  particular  and  au¬ 
thentic  accounts  from  Sir  Benjamin  Keene ,  Lord 
Brijlol ,  and  others  of  great  capacity,  penetration, 
and  veracity,  that  he  fancied  it  was  more  than 
they  really  had  in  that  port  in  a  condition  to 
put  to  fea. 

How  can  the  adhering  to  fuch  advice  be 
reconciled  with  the  total  negledt  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  dated  2 2d  Sept,  and  received  by  the  Ad - 
miralty  on  the  1  ith  of  October ,  “  that  eighteen 
<c  millions  of  livres  had  been  received  at  Toulo?i 
“  to  fit  the  fquadron  to  fea  :  that  they  worked 
<c  1  night  and  day  to  complete  their  orders  by 
<(  the  end  of  next  month :  that  the  line  of 
<c  battle  was  one  of  80,  three  of  74,  eight  of  64, 
“  in  all  carrying  814  guns,  belides  two  frigates: 
<c  that  there  were  fhipped  6000  failors,  and 
i:  4000  more  were  hourly  expected,  and  that 
w  they  had  got  1400  brafs  and  iron  cannon  m. 

While 

1  They  prefTcd  all  the  carpenters  in  the  country.  See 
advices  received  by  Lord  Holdcrnefs ,  Sept.  27th. 

m  Letters  of  the  29th  from  the  fame  quarter,  confirmed  the 
ftate  of  the  maritime  force  of  France  in  the  Mediterranean ; 
that  they  were  fitting  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  at  Toulon ,  to 
be  commanded  by  Galaffioniere  :  that  thefe  fhips  would  ba 
ready  in  fix  weeks  :  and  that  they  would  be  able  to  put 
feven  or  eight  more  to  fea  in  the  fpring.  Advices  to  the 
Admiralty .  Conful 
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/ 


While  thefe  armaments  were  expediting  at 
1 Toulon ,  the  French ,  knowing  the  foible  of  their 
neighbours,  to  be  terrified  with  every  motion 
they  fhould  make  on  the  coafi:  of  the  channel, 
played  off  their  old  political  engine  of  an  inva- 
fion  fo  effectually,  that  they  dampt  the  Britifh 
fire,  which,  a  few  months  before,  had  threatened 
defirudlion  to  the  navigation  of  France ,  and 
made  the  minifiry  fo  cool,  that  they  feemed 
unconcerned  what  became  of  the  important 
tenures  of  their  mailer’s  crown  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean. 

For,  whether  by  their  emiffaries,  or  by  artful 
devices,  the  nation  was  alarmed  with  frequent 
reports  of  an  intended  defcent  upon  England , 
which  pretence  was  heightened  in  proportion 
to  the  acceleration  of  the  real  expedition  deter¬ 
mined  againlt  Minorca. 

Ab  out  this  time,  Great  Britain  rang  with  the 
armaments  making  by  the  French  on  the  coaft 
of  Britany.  Advices  to  Lord  Holdernefs  brought 
an  account  of  twelve  millions  being  applied  to 


Conful  Cabanis  gives  this  armament  another  turn  :  he 
acknowledges  that  there  was  an  order  at  Toulon  to  arm 
feventeen  men  of  wrar,  but  adds,  that  order  had  been 
changed  ;  and  the  arming  no  more  than  twelve  fhips  of 
the  line,  was,  without  doubt ,  owing  to  the  bad  condition 
they  found  their  fhips  in,  and  their  want  of  artillery,  which 
was  not  to  be  bought  at  Genoa .  Sec  his  letter  dated  Sept< 
15th,  received  Oft.  4th. 

E  2 


the 


the  fervice  of  the  marine  of  the  Breft  depart¬ 
ment  ;  of  orders  for  putting  the  coaft  of  Britany 
and  Belle-ijle  in  a  good  pollute  of  defence ;  of 
a  number  of  veftels  of  different  fizes  ordered  to 
Dunkirk,  Calais,  and  Boulogne ;  of  twenty-four 
Ihips  at  Bourdeaux  to  be  victualled  for  the  tranf- 
portation  of  troops,  "  and  of  the  arrival  of 
Buckleys,  Salley’s,  and  Oglevis' s  regiment  at  or 
near  Boulogne :  Keith’s  regiment  at  Graveline, 
and  the  Royal  Scotch  at  St.  Omer’s,  under  orders 
to  be  at  Calais  on  the  third  of  October . 

Letters  of  the  13th  of  September  were 
more  particular.  They  pretend  to  give  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  0  Pretender’s  being  then  at  Paris , 
and  of  an  embarkation  on  the  coaft  of  Britany 
for  Scotland.  They  mention  the  taking  of  the 
Blandford  man  of  war  :  and  the  return  of  Du 
Guay’s  fquadron  from  Cadiz  on  the  third  of  this 
month  :  they  give  a  lift  of  the  eight  following 
fhips, 

n  See  advices  in  Lord  Holdernefs' s  office,  dated  Aug.  21, 
received  Sept.  6th  and  10th. 

0  A  veflel  arrived  in  twenty-four  days  from  Louijbourg 
with  advice,  that  M.  de  Mothe  had  taken  an  Englijb  man 
of  war  of  70  guns,  and  a  frigate  :  that  the  French  troops 
were  well  at  Louijbourg ;  and  that  their  fquadron  only 
waited  for  a  ftrong  gale  to  difperfe  the  Englijb ,  that  they 
might  return  to  Europe.  Other  letters  of  the  16th  mention 
a  report  of  the  Pretender's  arrival  at  Paris  on  the  24th  of 
Augujl :  but  conclude  with  faying,  that  this  report  wanted 
confirmation. 


2 


Soldi 
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Soleil  Royal,  of 
Courageux, 


Bo  guns 


Prothee , 


7° 

64 

64 

70 


Halcion, 
Amphion , 

GrV£ 


56 


5° 

5° 


ordered  to  be  equipped  with  all  expedition  for 
fea ;  befides  eight  more  of  the  line  equipping  at 
Rochefort ,  and  the  St.  Michael,  then  careening  ; 
and  declare  that  they  were  railing  foldiers,  and 
failors,  every  where :  that  thirty-four  veffels 
were  ftopt  at  Dunkirk ,  Graveline,  and  Calais , 
to  ferve  in  cafe  of  need,  and  that  at  St.  Omers 
they  were  bufy  in  making  fafcines  and  pickets p. 

Advices  dated  Sept.  19th,  confirmed  the 
report  of  an  embarkation  intended  for  Scotland-, 
and  related  a  prohibition  laid  upon  failors  from 
navigating ;  an  order  for  the  Brejl  fquadron  to 
continue  in  the  road,  and  for  laying  an  embargo 

p  Sept.  10th.  It  was  given  out,  fays  my  Lord  Holdernefs’s 
correfpondent,  that  an  embarkation  would  be  made  at 
Boulogne ,  Calais ,  and  Dunkirk ;  becaufe  it  is  faid  the  fhips, 
which  were  to  return  from  the  iflands,  could  not  pafs,  being 
prevented  by  the  Engli/l)  :  and  they  endeavour  to  make  it 
believed  as  if  they  bad  a  mind  to  make  a  defccnt  in  Scotland, 
to  give  a  diverfion  to  the  Englif. that  they  may,  by  that 
means,  have  a  way  open  to  fend  fuccours  to  the  ( IV ejl ) 
Indies .  In  the  mean  time,  the  garrifon  at  Boulogne  has 
orders  t,o  keep  itfelf  in  readincfs. 


on 
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on  all  flapping ;  and,  informed  the  minirtry  that 

the  trench  were  prefling  forward  the  works  at 
Dunkirk . 


<c  The  chain  at  Dunkirk  was  laid  but  once 
in  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  September 4 
<c  The  next  day  an  order  was  affixed  at  the  port, 
“  Permitting  foreign  veffels  to  go  in  and  out  of 
the  harbour  freely,  but  forbidding  French 
<c  veffels  to  go  out. 

Garrifon  at  Dunkirk , 

Bery  St.  JVwnox , 

Graveline , 

Calais , 

Companies  of  marines, 

Boulogne , 

Mont r evil \ 

cc  N.  B.  The  fixteen  battalions  and  eighteen 
cc  fquadrons,  which  came  from  the  camp 
cc  at  Barlemont ,  are  cantoned,  waiting  for 
<c  the  alignment  of  their  winter  quarters q.” 


8  battalions. 
2  ditto. 

2  ditto. 

4  ditto. 

2 

4 

1 


However,  there  could  be  nothing  fo  terrible 
in  all  thefe  appearances  as  to  engage  the  whole 
attention  of  the  BntiJlj  minidry,  and  our  chief 
ffrength  at  fea  to  wait  upon  their  motions  :  For 
other  letters  on  the  thirtieth  of  the  fame  month 
informed,  that  though  all  the  grenadiers  in  the 
Flemijh  garrifons  had  orders  to  be  ready  to 

q  Sec  ^vices  in  Lord  Holdernefs' s  office,  dated  Sept. 
27th,  1755.  '  r 

march, 
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march,  and  the  troops  at  Dunkirk  were  dill 
encamped,  the  infantry  had  begun  their  inarch 
into  winter  quarters,  and  the  cavalry  were  gone 
for  Britany ,  Tranche-  comte,  and  Burgundy. 

A  NATURAL  difpofition  for  covering  their 
own  coafts  againft  a  defcent  from  Britain  :  but 
very  improper  to  be  interpreted  a  difpofition  for 
invading  an  ifland ;  whofe  bulwarks  are  the 
ocean,  and  whofe  cities  and  towns  are  without 
walls  and  fortifications.  Had  the  French  ever 
intended  to  invade  us,  they  would  have  kept 
their  infantry  on  the  coaft,  and  not  their  ca¬ 
valry. 

I  shall  conclude  the  intelligence  of  this 
month  with  another  letter  in  Lord  Holdernejs s 
office,  which  relates  the  order  from  the  French 
court  to  releafe  the  Blandford  man  of  war :  as 
alfo  an  account  that  the  officers  belonging  to  the 
Doulon  fleet,  and  were  ferving  on  board  Du 
Guay’s  were  commanded  to  repair  with  all  ex¬ 
pedition  to  their  department.  <c  Whence,  fays 
this  correfpondent,  “  fome  conclude  that  M. 
“  Du  Guay’s  will  be  laid  up,  and  that  fome  of 
“  thofe  fhips  will  be  joined  to  the  eight  ordered 
“  to  be  equipped  at  JBreJt.” 

This  is  a  true  date  of  the  French  armaments 
both  by  fea  and  land  till  the  end  of  September 
1755.  By  which  it  appears  without  any  dif- 
guife,  that  a  confiderable  lquadron  was  fitting 

E  4  out 
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out  with  great  diligence  at  Toulon ;  that  they  had 
already  6000  failors,  and  hourly  expected  4000 
niore :  that  an  army  was  actually  ready  to  em¬ 
bark  on  board  tranfports  to  be  convoyed  by  this 
quadron,  victualled  only  for  two  months :  and 
that  every  rational  meafure  was  taken  by  the 
Ft  cnch  coui  t  to  expedit  and  fupport  this  equip¬ 
ment  in  the  Mediterranean :  but  that  the  only 
appearance  of  hoftilities  in  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  France  amounted  to  no  more  than  the 
return  of  Du  Guay  §  fquadron  to  Brejl ;  where 
it  was  laid  up :  a  report  that  the  Pretender  was 
anived  at  Pansy  which  was  not  credited  even 
by  thofe  who  thought  it  their  duty  to  tranfmit 
all  the  intelligence  they  could  ferape  together: 
a  talk  of  an  invafion  of  England  or  Scotland , 
which  was  grounded  upon  the  trifling  circum- 
ftances  of  foldiers,  &c»  drawn  down  to  cover 
their  own  fhore  from  a  furprize:  of  a  few  veflels 
collected  at  Havre ,  Dieppe ,  Bourdeaux ,  £s?ct 
without  confidering  the  fituation  of  France , 
which  now  was  very  different  from  that  in  1745 : 
and  a  fquadron  of  eight  fhips  ordered  to  be 
equipped  at  Brejly  and  of  eight  more  at  Roch- 
jort.  Yet  our  miniftry,  as  if  they  had  forgot, 
or  were  refolved  to  facrifice  the  important  for- 
trefles  of  Gibraltar  or  Mahon ,  and  the  Britifh 
trade  and  navigation  through  the  Str eights ,  took 
not  the  leaft  ftep  towards  fecuring  them  from 
the  apparent  infult  and  ruin,  to  which  they 
were  expofed  from  the  armaments  at  Toulon . 

'  They  did  not  fo  much  as  difpatch  a  foldier  or 

an 
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an  officer  to  ftrengthen  their  garyfons,  nor  a 
floop  of  war  to  proteft  their  trade.  Their  whole 
attention  being  engaged  to  fruftrate  the  dis¬ 
credited  advices  of  a  defcent  on  this  ifland ;  as 
will  more  fully  appear  from  the  following  lifts, 
which  will  at  one  view  exhibit  all  his  Majefty’s 
ftiips  of  war,  or  fquadrons  of  fuch  fhips  as  were 
equipped  and  made  ready  for  the  fea,  from  the 
firft  day  of  Augu/l  1755,  to  the  firft  day  of 
October  1755,  and  of  fuch  of  the  fhips  therein 
named,  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed  into  or 
to  reinforce  particular  fquadrons  within  the  faid 
term  of  time. 


Admiralty-Office ,  March  19,  1 757. 

A  list  of  all  his  Majefty’s  fhips  of  war,  or 
fquadrons  of  fuch  fhips  as  were  equipped  and 
made  ready  for  fea,  from  the  firft:  day  of  Augujl 
1 755,  to  the  30th  day  of  April ,  1756. 


Prepared  in  purfuance  of  an  addrefs  of  the 
honourable  houfe  of  commons  to  his  Majefty, 
dated  8th  February ,  1757. 


rate.  fhips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea. 


2  Rami/lies , 

3  Vanguard , 

3  Efex> 

3  P.  Frederick , 

3  Bedford, 

3  Trident , 


90  750' 
70  520 
70  480 
70  480 
70  480 
64  500 


Thefe  fhips  were  at 
home  on  the  1  ft  Aug. 
1 755,  and  in  all  re- 
fpedls  fit  for  the  fea, 
except  the  want  of 
men  j  which  mull 

4  Eagle , 


rate,  fhips  nariles. 

4  Eag'e, ' 

4  Warwick , 

4  Windfor , 

4  Falmouth , 

4  Antelope, 
W^nchefter, 
Greenwich , 
Gibraltar , 

6  Centaur, 

6 

6  Greyhound, 

6  Blandjord, 


[  ss  ] 


4 

4 

6 


fl.  Raven, 

11.  Otter, 

(1.  *5$, 

5  Humber , 
11.  Difpatch , 
11.  Hazard , 

5  Roebuck, 

6  Sheernefs, 

3  Revenge, 

4  Brijlol , 

4  P.  Louifa \ 
4  Oxford, 

3  Hamptoncc 

4 

4  P.  Mary , 
6  Z, 

a: 


Car.  fw. 

IO  14 
IO  14 
8  10 


when  made  ready  for  fea. 

either  proceed  from 
neglect  ofthofe,whofe 
buiinefs  it  was  to  fhip 
them,  or  to  the  great 
hardships,  to  which 
feamen  in  hisMajefty’s 
fervice  are  expofed. 
SeeM?mVorN°.xcviii. 

| 

Thefe  fhips  and  floops 
were  at  home  the  1  ft 
24  160  [of  1755,  and  in 

A  -i-i  4- -m  4m  £•  4-  L  •»  v—'v 


guns,  men 

60  400 
60  400 
60  400 

5°  35° 
50  300 

5°  3 00 
50  300 

24  160 

24  i6o"l 
24  160 
24  160 


10 


8  10 


IOO 

fea,  except 

want  of 

80 

men. 

7°. 

O 

CO 

5th  Auguji 

*755- 

100 

6th. 

7° 

6th. 

220 

7th. 

160 

17th. 

480 

20th. 

300 

20th. 

400 

22d. 

3°° 

27th. 

480 

28th. 

35° 

28  th. 

400 

29th. 

160 

30th. 

70 

30th. 

5 
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rate,  fliips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea* 


5  Ambulcade , 

44 

250 

3d  September  1 7  c  7 . 

ft.  Wolf'  8 

10 

70 

4th. 

4  Portland , 

50 

3°° 

5th. 

6  Experiment , 

24 

140 

5th.  '> 

6  Rye, 

24 

1 60 

6th.  *  - 

ft  Swan,  10 

H 

100 

6  th. 

3  Stirlingcajlle, 

70 

480 

7th. 

ft.  Otter,  10 

H 

80 

9th. 

ft.  Ely,  8 

12 

70 

1  oth. 

ft.  Ranger,  8 

10 

70 

1 2  th. 

6  Seahorfe, 

24 

160 

1 4th. 

6  Spueenborcugh 

,24 

160 

23d. 

3  Trident , 

64 

5°° 

24th. 

4  Tilbury, 

60 

400 

2  4th . 

ft.  Swift,  8 

10 

70 

24th. 

ft.  Savage,  8 

10 

76 

27th. 

6  Greyhound, 

24 

160 

28th. 

ft.  Peregrine ,  1 2 

1 2 

100 

28th. 

ft. Dif patch ,  10 

14 

100 

28th. 

A  list  of  fuch  of  the  fhips  named  in  the  fore¬ 
going  lift  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed  into,  or 
to  reinforce  particular  fquadrons  between  the 
i  ft  of  Augufl  1755,  and  30th  of  April  1756. 


rate,  fliips  names,  guns.  men.  deftination. 


‘Ordered  6th  Aug.  1755 


3  Vanguard ,  70  520 
3  Ejfex,  70  480^ 
ft.  Raven,  10  14  100 


to  reinforce  the  weftern 
fquadron,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hawke. 


4  Green 


rafc.  fhips  names,  guns.  men. 


4  Greenwich ,  50 
4  Warwick ,  60 
4  Winchester ,  co 


3  00  . 
4°°S 
3°° 


90 

5° 

5° 

44 


2  Ramillies , 

4  Falmouth , 

4  Antelope , 

^  Romney, 

6  Gibraltar , 

6  Centaur, 

6  Greyhound, 
n.  Wolf,  8 
fl.  Granado,  10  14 
fl.  Cruifer,  8  10 


[  60  ] 

deflinati  on. 

Thomas  Faukland,  Efq; 
was  ordered  6  th 
1755  to  proceed  with 
thefe  fliips  to  the  Lee¬ 
ward  iflands,  to  relieve 
Capt.  Pye  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  Majefty’g 
fhips  in  thofe  parts, 
f  Ordered  12  Aug.  17 55 
to  be  employed  as  the 
Downs  fquadron  under 
the  command  of  Vice 
Admiral  Smith. 

N.  B.  This  fquadron 
afterwards  underwent 
many  and  frequent 


750 

35° 

■too 

280 

160 


24 

24  1 6oi  changes  and  augmenta- 
24  '  .... 

10 


160 

70 

joo 

70 


4  Windfo  r,  60 

4  Falmouth,  50 

5  Romney,  44 

6  Greyhound,  24 

6  Centaur,  24 
11.  Wafp,  810 
11  .Wolf,  8  10  70  (.dominions. 


tions,  as  will  appear  by 
the  copies  of  the  failing 
orders  to  fhips  equipp’d 
t  and  made  ready  for  the 
j  fea  during  this  period  of 
I  time,  as  alfo  by  month- 
Uy  lifts. 

400  [LordAnfon  was  ordered 
350  Aug.  20  1755,  to  pro- 
28  o  ceed  to Helvoetfluys  with 
60^  thefe  fliips  and  yatchs, 

1  to  attend  the  King  on 
his  return  to  his  Britijh 


160 

70 


4  P.  Mary, 


I 


4  P.  Mary , 
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rate,  fhips  names,  guns.  men.  detonation. 

f  Ordered  27  Aug.  1755 
60  400<  to  reinforce  the  fqua- 
( dron  at  Jamaica. 

f  Ordered  2 7  Aug.  1755 
to  convoy  the  trade  to 
the  Mediterranean ,  the 
Princefs  Louifa  and 
Portland  to  remain  there 
to  reinforce  the  fqua- 
dron  under  Capt.  Edg- 
combe ,  and  the  others  to 
return  to  England  with 
the  homeward  bound 
trade. 


3  Bedford 

4  P.  Louifa , 
4  Portland , 
4  Brifol, 


70 

60 

5° 

5° 


480 
400^ 

3°° 

3°° 


2  Rami  Hies,  90  750 

3  Orford,  75  520 
3  P. Frederick, 7 o  480 
3  Hamptoncourty o  480 
3  Monmouth ,  70  480 
3  Trident,  64  500 
3  lor/fc,  60  420 
3  Kingflon,  60  400 
3  Windfor,  60  400 

3  Eagle,  60  400 

4  Roche  Her,  50  350 

4  Colchefter,  50  300 
6  Gibraltar ,  24  160 

6  Sheernefs,  24  160 
fl.  Sivan,  10  14  100 
fl.  Savage,  8  10  70  j 


Ordered  26th  Sept. 
1755  to  proceed  to  the 
weftward  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Vice  Admiral 
Byng. 

N.  B.  He  did  not  fail 
till  Obi.  14. 


The 


t 
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t 

*  t  > 

*  ill  the  month  of  October  from 

the  font  hern  provinces  daily  confirmed  the  Toulon 

equipment,  and  difcovered  their  deftination. 

w  # 

Mr.  Villettes,  by  letter  of  the  fifth  of  October  \ 
writes,  that  the  reports,  mentioned  in  his  laid, 
concerning  the  fquadron  fitting  out  at  Toulon, 
had  been,  within  a  few  days,  confirmed  to  him 
by  feveral  creditable  accounts ;  which  he  en- 
doled  to  the  Secretary  of  Hate. 

By  other  difpatches  of  the  13  th,  the  fame 
minifler  advifes,  that  a  man  of  war  lately'  built 
had  been  launched  the  week  before  at  Toulon  ; 
and  that  frefh  orders  had  been  iffued  for  in- 
creafing  the  number  of  carpenters ,  caulkers,  &c. 
to  be  employed  in  the  building  of  others  on  the 
Hocks,  and  accelerating  the  equipment  of  .the 
twelve,  as  already  ordered  to  form  a  fquadron 
in  that  port. 

•  •  #  ♦ 

Again,  on  the  fevent cent he  writes  cc  that 
<c  they  did  now  work  in  earned:  in  the  docks  at 
*c  Toulon y  and  that  the  prefs  for  failors  was  fo 
cc  hot,  that  they  took  them  out  of  every  mer- 
<c  chantman  as  foon  as  arrived  at  Marseilles , 
cc  and  conducted  them  to  Toulon  :  yet,  he  adds, 
le  I  do  not  hear  of  any  pofitive  orders  from 
<f  court,  for  the  entire  armament  or  failing  of  a 
“  fquadron :  and  perhaps  thefe  failors  are  only 

r  Received  on  the  18th* 


3 


“  fejit 
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“  fent  to  get  rigging  in  readinefs.”  He  further 
fays,  in  his  letters  of  the  27th,  “  that  the  five 
<c  frigates,  which  had  been  fitting  under  a  pre- 
“  tence  to  fail  for  Algiers ,  were  not  ready  ;  that 
“  money  was  wanting  j  the  workmen  withdrew 
“  for  want  of  pay,  and  the  work  in  the  docks 
“  went  on  flowly.  However,  he  concludes, 
«  s  they  are  employed  in  fheathing  their  men  of 
“  war,  which  denotes  a  long  voyage  :  which 
«  circumftance,and  the  reports  which  prevail  that 
«  four  Weft  India  merchant  fhips  had  been  hired 
<c  to  take  in  provifions,  give  room  to  think  they 
“  are  defiined  for  Canada ;  efpecially  as  England 
“  will  not  fufpeCt  fuch  an  expedition  from  the 
«  ports  of  the  Mediterranean!  And  yet  this 
fame  gentleman,  who  feems  either  to  be  eafily 
deceived,  or  very  uncapable  of  reafoning  upon 
maritime  affairs ;  by  letters  of  the  twenty-ninth 
of  this  month  ',  which  were  but  two  days  after, 
gives  information,  that  the  French  were  ufing 
their  utmoft  endeavours  for  equipping  out  the 
fquadron  at  Toulon ;  under  a  thorough  conviction 
that  they  could  expcCt  very  little  fervice  by 
letters  of  marque  or  reprifals,  till  they  could 
get  a  number  of  men  of  war  to  fea  :  and  that 
the  fquadron  in  that  port  might  be  ready  to  fail 
in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year. 

The  intelligence  by  this  channel  pofitively 
confirms  the  equipment  of  the  Toulon  Squadron 

s  See  his  letter  dated  Off,  2,7th  at  Bern* 

1  Received  Nov.  10th. 
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of  twelve  men  of  war,  and  clearly  relates  the 
expedition  with  which  they  were  augmenting 
their  navy  in  that  port •  and  the  heat  of  the  prefs 
or  feamen  at  Marfeilles .  It  is  true,  this  cor- 
refpondent  has  pretended  to  reafon  upon  thefe 
fa  ft  s  5  and  according  to  his  ufual  way  of  judg- 
ing,  would  infinuate  thatthofe  preparations  were 
rather  intended  for  Canada  than  any  fervice 
nearer  home,  But  this  conjecture  was  very  ill 
grounded,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  regarded ; 
becaufe  the  number  of  land  forces  expected  to 
embark  under  the  convoy  of  that  fquadron  was 
too  great  for  an  American  expedition  5  and  the 
victualling  of  the  men  of  war  ordered  for  two 
months  only ;  the  bad  condition  of  the  Chips, 
which  rendered  them  unfit  for  a  voyage  acrofs 
the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  and  the  contracts  difco- 
yered  to  be  making  with  the  cornfaCtors,  &c. 
in  Provence ,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  thofe  to  be 
employed  in  this  armament,  evidently  fhewed 
that  it  muft  be  intended  againft  fome  appendage 
to  the  Britijh  crown  in  Europe,  and  within  the 
Str eights.  His  intelligence  was  good  :  but  his 

application  weak,  inconfiftent  and  con fu fed. 
Yet  this  is  the  advice  on  which  the  miniftry, 
which  drew  up  the  inftruflions  for  Admiral 
Byngs  conduct  in  his  laft  unhappy  voyage, 
feem  to  have  placed  the  greateft  confidence : 
for,  they  principally  directed  him  to  watch  the 
failing  of  the  Toulon  fquadron  for  America ;  and 
in  cafe  he,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltai* ,  fhould 
hear  that  it  had  pafled  out  of  the  hAediterranean , 

to 


to  fend  a  detachment,  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Weft,  after  them  to  North  America 

Should  tltere  not  have  been  more  credit  given, 
and  greater  attention  paid,  to  the  advice?,  fent  to 
Lord  Holdernefss  office,  within  the  faid  diftance 
of  time,  and  incloling  a  lift  of  the  officers  ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  th dToulon  fquadron  ?  which 
is  feldom  done  in  France,  till  the  (hips  are  almoft 
fit  to  go  to  fea  :  and  which  in  particular  con¬ 
firmed  the  account  of  its  confifting  of  twelve 
fhips",  and  of  the  chief  command  being  given 
to  M.  Galajftoniere. 

These  advices 11  confirmed  the  account  of 
failors  prefled  within  this  month  at  Marfeilles , 
and  fixed  them  at  2000  for  the  fquadron  equip¬ 
ping  at  Toulon. 

a  In  thefe  inflrudfions  it  is  commanded  —  <c  Upon  your 
<c  arrival  there  [at  Gibraltar ]  you  are  to  enquire  whether 
u  any  French  fquadron  is  come  through  the  Streirhis ;  — 
and,  as  it  is  probable ,  they  may  be  dehgned  for  North 
“  America , — you  are  immediately  to  take  the  foldiers  out 
“of  fo  many  fhips  of  your  fquadron,  as,  together  with 
the  fhips  at  and  going  to  Halifax ,  will  make  a  force 
fuperior  to  the  faid  French  fquadron, — -and  then  detach 
<c  them  under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  bVeJi ,  diredl- 
<c  ing  him  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  off  Louisbourg.” 
See  Admiral  Byng  s  trial  and  defence  publifhed  by  authority. 


w  i  or  80  guns, 


3  °f  74 

7  of  64 
I  of  50 


*  Dated  Oct,  ioth. 


great  hurry  at  Toulon,  as  they  had  been  for 
feme  time  paft :  but  add,  that  they  would  be 
able,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  to  have  the  firft  order 
for  equipping  twelve  fhips  completed,  fo  as  they 
might  be  in  a  condition  to  adt ;  befides  frigates : 
and  that  there  would  remain  eight  large  fhips 
in  that  port,  which,  in  part,  could  be  made  fit 
for  failing  in  fifteen  days  or  three  weeks. 

Offober  31ft.  The  intelligence  brought  to  the 
fame  office  was  pofitive  that  a  fquadron  of  ten 
fhips  x  in  great  forwardnefs,  viz. 

1  of  74 

2  of  70 

4  of  64 

1  of  36 

2  of  30 

that  all  the  officers  and  l'eamen  were  actually 
on  board  or  embarking,  and  would  be  ready  to 
fail  from  "Toulon  in  eight  or  ten  days;  that  they 
were  victualled  only  for  two  months :  which 
this  correfpondent  wifely  obferved,  was  an  in¬ 
dication  that  this  armament  was  not  defigned  to 
pafs  the  Sfreigbts.  He  alfo  mentions  the  launch¬ 
ing  of  a  64  gun  (hip  ;  the  fetting  another  on  the 


y  Dated  Oft.  14th. 

2  Another  correfpondent.  Oft.  31ft,  writes  u  It  is  allured 
cc  that  twelve  Olios  were  ready  to  fail  from  Toulon  this 


I 
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t 

ftocks,  and  that  four  tnore  from  70  to  74  would 
be  finished  before  Spring. 

Lord  Briflol  writes  from  Turin ,  that  Monf. 
de  Galajjioniere  was  appointed  to  command  the 
twelve  (hips  now  fitting  out  at  Toulon a.  That 
the  naval  preparations  b  at  Toulon ,  were  carried 
on  with  expedition,  and  that  there  were  orders 
arrived  for  equipping  four  more  fhips  of  the  line 
in  that  port.  But  adds,  “  by  the  beft  accounts 
“  I  can  receive,  no  body  can  guefs  where  the 
“  French  will  find  artillery  or  failors  for  this 
“  armament and  concludes  with  a  report,  that 
the  French  had  purchafed  nine  large  fhips  in 
Sweden ,  on  condition  that  the  Swedes  fhould 
mann  them. 

The  advices  to  the  Admiralty  this  month 
concur  in  the  accounts  of  the  French  activity  in 
the  port  of  Toulon.  For  though,  on  the  1 5th, 
letters  from  Marfeilles  c  write  that  they  worked 
but  flowly  on  the  fquadron  at  Toulon ;  that  /even 
only  had  got  marts  up,  and  that  there  were  no 
orders  given  for  heaving  them  down;  yet  others 
of  the  fame  date  from  Gibraltar*  fhew,  that 

*  Dated  OB.  4th,  received  the  1 8th. 

b  Dated  OB.  18th,  received  Nov.  5th. 

c  Received  Nov.  6th. 

*  From  Capt.  Edgcomhe  of  the  Deptford ,  received  Nov . 
2 1  ft.  The  Captain  wrote.  That  in  confideration  of  the 
intelligence  of  a  French  fquadron  of  twelve  fhips  and  four 
frigates  ready  to  fail  from  Toulon ,  the  governor  had  em¬ 
barked  two  ferjeants,  three  corporals,  and  forty  private 
men  to  go  with  him  to  Mahon . 

F  2  thev 
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they  were  convinced  of  the  reality  of  the  French 
preparations  at  Toulon.  And  that  they  believed 
their  intention  was  to  attack  either  Gibraltar  or 
Mahon. 

Consul  Dicks ,  by  letters  of  the  27th  c,  men¬ 
tions  the  failing  of  five  large  fhips  on  the  23d 
from  Toulon.  And, 

Captain  Scroope  of  the  Dolphin,  by  dis¬ 
patches  of  the  fame  date  °,  from  Villa-franca , 
inclofcd  the  following  piece  of  intelligence  in 
French-,  “  Ordres  d’armcr  autre  12  vajjeaux  de 
“  ligne,  5  frigates ,  il  parolt  qii on  travaille 
“  avec  bcaucoup  de  diligence,  y  ayant  6000 
“  employer.”  1 

It  appears  with  great  perfpicuity  from  thefe 
advices,  that  the  French  obferved  an  exact  uni¬ 
formity  of  condudt  in  their  ports  of  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  ;  fometimes  in  a  hurry ;  at  other  times 
Slewing,  by  way  of  feint,  a  ilacknefs  in  their 
armament,  or  a  diflant  intention ;  but  never 
iofing  fight  of  their  real  objedt,  and  making  as 
much  difpatch,  as  the  nature  of  their  expedition 
and  the  feafon  of  the  year  would  now  permit. 
In  which  they  difcovered  great  policy  and  oeco- 
nomy  ;  confounding  our  intelligence,  and  ex¬ 
pending  no  more  of  the  public  money  than  was 
necefiary,  till  the  time  of  adlion  would  ailcover 
their  real  defign. 

c  Received  on  the  12th  of  November . 
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In  the  northern  provinces  they  took  care  to  keep 
up  the  report  and  appearance  of  an  embarkation. 

By  the  papers  in  Lord  Holder  fiefs'  s  office,  it 
appears  there  was  early  intelligence  f  of  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  I’Entrepenant,  Leopard ,  I'llluflre ,  and 
I'Opiniatre,  four  ffiips  of  M.  de  Bois  de  la 
Mothe’s  fquadron  from  Louijbougg ;  that  M.  de 
Salvert  was  left  at  Louijhourg  purely  to  amufe 
the  Englijh ;  and  that  thefe,  who  were  returned, 
had  given  Admiral  Bofcawen  the  flip,  by  ven¬ 
turing  through  the  mountainous  fea  in  the 
St r eights  of  Belk-tjle. 

Letters  of  the  fame  date  f  informed  that 
the  l’ Vi  clle,  Inflexible ,  and  Aigle  were  returned 
to  Rochfort  from  Cadiz,  that  the 

Le  Jufle,  of  70  guns 

Le  Prudent,  66 

Le  Capricieux,  64 

Le  Hardi,  64 

were  ordered  to  be  equipped  in  the  fame  port ; 
and  alfo  brought  a  lift  of  a  new  fquadron  equip¬ 
ping  at  Breft ,  viz. 


Le  Soleil  Royal,  of 
Courageux , 

Super  be, 

Beaufaijant, 

Prothee , 

Aldon , 

Arc  en  del, 

Amphion, 

{ Dated  Oii.  8. 

F3 


80  guns. 

74 

70 

04 

6a. 

56 

5° 

5° 


with 
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with  this  obfervation,  “  that,  except  the  whole 
“  or  part  of  M.  du  Guay's  fquadron  fhould  be 
“  laid  up,  this  new  fquadron  would  want  both 
“  guns  and  Jailors." 


Two  days  after  it  was  advifed  that  all  the 
fhips  of  war,  which  had  ferved  as  tranfports  to 
Louijbourg ,  and  were  returned  to  Brejl  were 
ordered  to  be  laid  up :  that  there  were  only  five 
men  of  war  in  the  road  ;  and  that  although  four 
were  ordered  immediately  under  the  command 
of  M.  Perrier ,  and  four  others  to  be  equipped 
for  fea,  they  did  not  make  any  great  di [patch,  as 
if  they  were  in  hafte. 


The  fame  intelligence  brought  a  lift  of  the 
following  fhips  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea  from 
Brejl , 


Le  Zodicque ,  of 
Minotaure , 
Diademe, 
Celebre , 
Belliqueux , 
Robujle, 
Solitaire , 


74  guns, 

74  ' 

74 

64 

64 

64 


64 

obfervcd  that  they  were  building  with  much 
expedition,  but  that  there  was  great  want  of 
materials  from  abroad  to  complete  their  orders. 
It  was  alfo  remarked  that  a  perfon  had  been  to 
found  the  harbour  and  road  of  Dunkirk ,  as  it 
was  luppofed,  with  a  defign  to  fend  fome  men 
of  war  to  that  port. 

1  M  Y 


r 
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M  y  Lord  Holdernefs  alfo  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  intelligence  from  Parts ,  on  the  31ft  of 
Otfober,  that  though  feveral  (hips  were  hired 
by  the  government,  at  Bre/l ,  Boulogne,  Calais, 
and  Dunkirk ,  to  enforce  the  report  of  an  em¬ 
barkation,  there  was  yet  no  appearance  of  any 
fiich  meafure.  And  by  another  channel  of  the 
fame  date,  the  advices  agree  to  difcredit  an  em¬ 
barkation  atthofe  ports.  u  Armaments  at  Brejl 
<c  and  Rocbfort ,  fay  they,  are  carried  on  with 
c<  vigour :  there  is  money  enough ;  a  million 
€C  per  month  being  appointed  tor  each  port ; 
i:  but  that  alone  is  not  fufficient  to  fit  fhips  for 
cc  fervice  :  and  though  there  are  ftrong  reports 
CL  of  a  defign  to  make  a  defcent  in  England ,  and 
“  Embarkations  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy ,  there 
cc  are  yet  710  difpofitions  for  it.” 


Indeed  letters  from  Dunkirk  and  other 
places  along  the  coaft,  dated  051.  21,  and  re¬ 
ceived  on  the  31ft,  mention  reports  of  embark¬ 
ations  to  be  made  in  February ,  and  that  thele 
reports  were  induftrioufly  propagated ;  the 
French  miniftry  being  defirous  to  create  a  belief 
of  their  intention  to  make  a  defcent  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland ,  by  way  of  feint,  about  the 
time,  when  they  really  concerted  the  conqueft 
of  Minorca. 


Hence  we  may  account  for  the  intelhgenc 
picked  up  by  Vice  Admiral  Smith  from  Captain 

F  4  Vincent 
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V incent  of  tne  Greyhound ,  who  informed  §  the 
Admiralty  that  there  were  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  veflels  at  Dunkirk ,  and  that  fifty 
empty  veflels  had  been  detained  by  order  of  the 
government :  and  for  other  h  advices  to  the  faid 
office,  as  “  that  at  leaft  one  hundred  thoufand 
“  troops  were  in  motion,  and  only  waited  for 
“  transports  for  them  [what,  ioo,oco  men  ! 
“  where  could  they  find  veflels  ?]  to  embark 
“  for  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ;  and  '  that  they 
“  were  collecting  tranfports  at  Calais ,  where 
“  were  eleven  topfail  veflels,  and  twenty-fix  one 
“  malt  veflels ;  and  at  Boulogne  where  were 
“  twenty-two  fail  of  brigs,  fnows,  and  Hoops  k. 

M  r.  Barnham  1  writes  from  Dover  in  his 
panic  ftile,  “  I  mentioned  fome  time  ago,  that 
<c  orders  were  given  by  the  French  to  colled  a 
cc  number  of  veflels  from  Dieppe ,  Havre,  &c. 
“  to  rendezvous  at  Calais  and  other  ports  in  that 
“  neighbourhood.  What  their  real  defign  for 
ct  fo  doing  at  that  time,  I  hinted  was  only  to 
IC  amufe.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  now,  from 
f:  the  number  of  veflels,  that  have  been  brought 
“  into  our  ports,  and  are  daily  taken,  bound  to 

g  Letter  to  the  Admiralty  A ated  OSfober  the  20th,  received 
on  the  2.1ft  of  October. 

h  Dated  ()ff.  20th,  received  3 1  ft  from  a  Dutch  fkipper. 

1  Dated  Ocf.  22c],  received  on  the  25th. 
k  Does  this  number  of  veiTels  appear  any  ways  adequate 
to  the  tranfportation  of  icc,ooo  troops,  as  above  ? 

1  Ocf?.  7  th. 

$ 


“  Calais , 
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\ 

tc  Calais,  &c.  but  that  they  have  Jome  fcheme 
“  in  agitation.” 

“Within  thefe  few  days  pad:,  I  am  in- 
“  formed  from  Calais,  that  above  ten  fail  are 
“  arrived  there  in  ballad  from  Roven,  which 
“  draw  but  little  water,  and  fome  of  them  two 
“  hundred  tons  :  and  it  is  now  no  longer  a  fecret 
“  that  thefe  veffels  are  actually  in  the  French 
“  King’s  pay.” 

But  the  mod:  penetrating  intelligence,  re¬ 
ceived  Odlober  the  20th,  in  Lord  Holder ncfs’s 
office,  ought  to  have  rectified  all  thefe  vague 
fuppofitions :  “  No  court,  fays  that  correfpon- 
“  dent,  was  ever  in  a  more  cruel  lituation  than 
“  that  of  France.  They  have  been  led  into  a 
“  war  by  the  repeated  aflurances  given  them  by 
“  the  Duke  of  Mirepoix,  that  however  angry  the 
“  [Engliffi  |  nation  was,  the  King  and  his  miniflry 
“  would  not  enter  into  a  war.  As  this  was  credited. 
“  by  the  French  council  in  general,  they  took 
“  their  meafures  in  confequence;  and  were  never 
“  more  furprized  than  when  the  news  came  of 
“  our  taking  the  two  French  (Lips  in  America 

It  is  certain  the  French  King  and  his  minidry 
are  greatly  incenfed  at  prefent.  An  invafion  of 
Ireland  has  been  propofed,  and  to  rifque  fending 
troops  into  Scotland  at  the  fame  time.  But  on 
examination,  many  difficulties  have  arifen. 
Plowever  this  is  not  laid  adde :  but  it  is  to  be 

believed 
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believed  Tome  attempt  of  that  kind  will  be  made: 
if  England  rejects  the  laft  terms,  this  crown 
will  be  obliged  to  make  by  the  diftrefs  they  are 
in,  every  fhip  in  France  will  be  fitted  out :  and 
the  court  of  England  may  be  allured,  that  if  a 
peace  be  not  made,  fome  flrcke  of  great  confe- 
quence  will  be  ftruck,  to  indemnify  the  French 
merchants  for  the  lofs  of  their  fhips. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  lift  handed  about 
which  greatly  magnified  the  ftrength  of  the 


French  navy,  viz. 

At  Breft  fhips  of  the  line  24 

frigates,  &c.  21 

At  Rochjort  fhips  of  the  line  1  o 
frigates,  &c.  14 

At  Toulon  fhips  of  the  line  1 8 

frigates,  &c.  13 

Ships  building  at  Toulon  5 

At  Brejl  7 


whence  it  was  immediately  propagated  that  ra  M. 
Machault  had  engaged  to  the  French  King,  to 
put  fixty  two  fhips  of  the  line  to  fea  in  the  next 
fpring,  befides  frigates. 

What  politician  could  avoid  forming  a  precile 
judgment  from  the  premifes,  that  fome  ftroke 
of  great  confequence  would  be  ftruck,  on  the 
part  of  France.  That  it  could  not  be  expe&ed 
by  a  new  embarkation  for  America ,  where  their 

m  See  advices  in  Lord  Holdcrwfs's  office,  received  03. 
3'ft  *755* 

force 
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force  was  already  greatly  fuperior  to  ours,  and 
which  could  not  be  undertaken  with  bad 
{hips,  and  fcarcity  of  artillery,  men,  and  provi- 
lions :  nor  by  invading  Britain  or  Ireland ,  for 
which  they  had  neither  tranfports  for  fuch  an 
undertaking,  nor  were  making  other  difpofitions 
in  the  northern  provinces,  that  could  induce  us 
to  give  credit  to  fuch  reports ;  for  the  motions 
and  difpofition,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary 
number  of  their  troops,  more  naturally  ex¬ 
plained  their  intention  to  prepare  againft  any 
attempt,  which  might  be  made  on  their  own 
coaft,  and  to  draw  off  the  attention  of  the 
Englijh  from  the  Mediterranean ,  than  to  en¬ 
counter  the  difficulties,  which,  upon  examina¬ 
tion,  were  found  to  difcourage  an  invafion  of 
thefe  kingdoms.  But  that  it  was  to  be  guarded 
againft  in  the  Mediterranean.  For,  all  our  intel¬ 
ligence  agreed  in  thefe  fadts,  “  that  a  confidera- 
“  ble  fquadron  was  now  in  great  forwardnefs  to 
“  fail  with  an  army  under  its  convoy,  victualled 
“  only  for  two  months :  that  though  ftrong 
“  infinuations  were  propagated  of  an  intention 
“  to  invade  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  were 
“  yet  no  difpofitions  for  it :  and  that  the  arma- 
“  ments  carried  on  at  Breft,  Rocbfort ,  (sc.  were 
“  neither  fo  forward,  nor  of  that  force,  as  to 
“  require  the  detention  of  the  greateft  part  of 
“  the  BritiJlj  fleet  to  watch  their  motions.’* 
Yet  from  the  following  authentic  lifts n  the  reader 

n  Prepared  in  purfuance  of  an  addrefs  to  the  H.  of  C.  to 
his  M - y,  dated  Feb .  8th,  1757. 


will 


coe£  co  co  co 
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will  be  enabled  to  judge,  whether  his  Majefty’s 
nav'y  was  employed,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  to 
prevent  the  blow,  which  France  was  preparing 
to  ftrike  in  the  Mediterranean . 

A  list  of  all  his  Majefty’s /hips  cf  war ,  or 
J qua  dr  on  s  of  fuch  fhips  as  were  equipped 
and  made  ready  for  fea,  within  the  month 
of  Offiober  1755. 


rate,  fhips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea. 

11.  Raven ,  810  70  ift  Odlober  1755* 

4  Hampjhire 
4  Rochefter, 

4  Colchefter, 

4  Eagle, 

4  Kingflon , 

6  Sheernefs , 

6  Lime, 

5  Romney , 


50  300  4th. 

5°  35°  5th- 
50  300  7th. 

60  400  8th. 

60  400  8th. 

24  160  8th. 

24  160  8th. 

44  280  9th. 

il.  Hazard,  8  io  70  10th. 

3  Monmouth , 

6  Centaur, 

5  Chejlcrjield, 


70  480  nth. 
24  160  nth. 
44  250  15th. 
4  Dreadnought, ho  450  16th. 

4  York,  60  420  17th. 

5  P.  Edward,  44  250  17th. 

Lancajler ,  66  520  21ft. 

.Happy,  8  10  70  2 1  ft. 


Swiftfure, 

Elizabeth, 

EjJ'ex, 


yo  520  2 2d. 
70  480  25th. 
70  480  26th. 


3  Wey- 
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rate,  fliips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea, 

3  Weymouth ,  60  420  29th. 

4  Antelope ,  50  300  29th. 

6  Bland} or d,  24  160  29th. 
fl .Swan,  10  14  100  29th. 
fl.  Hound y  10  14  100  29th. 

3  Buckingham  yjo  535  30th. 

3  Orford ,  70  520  30th. 

3  Ipjwicb ,  70  480  31ft. 

fl.  Bly,  8  12  70  31ft. 


A  list  of  fuch  of  the  fliips  named  in  the  fore¬ 
going  lift0  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed 
into,  or  to  reinforce  particular  fquudrons 
within  the  month  of  OBober,  1 755. 

rate.  Ihips  names,  guns.  men.  dtftination. 


3  Revenge , 
3  Ipfwieh , 


480 

480 


p  Ordered  1 5  th  0#.  1755 
to  reinforce  the  weftern 
fquadron,  under  the 
■{  command  of  Vice  Ad¬ 
miral  Byng,  who  did 
not  fail  till  the  14th  of 
L  this  month. 


3  Buckingham, yo 

3  Orford,  70 

4  Weymouth ,  60 


j-Rear  Admiral  Weft  or¬ 
dered  28  OB.  1755  to 
535^  proceed  with thefe  fliips 
'  '  to  reinforce  the  weftern 
4 Z'J  fquadron  under  Vice 
'•Admiral  Byng. 


0  See  the  former  part  of  this  lift  in  the  month  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  page  58. 


The 
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The  monthly  lijl  of  the  Admiralty,  giving  an 
abftradt  of  the  dilpofition  of  the  fhips,  &c, 
in  fea  pay,  for  the  month  of  October  1 755. 


. Plantations , 


3i 


10 


Vice  Admiral  Bofcawen,  ^  f 

floop 


Mediterra?iean, 


Baft  Indies, 


17 


rate.  fhtps.  men. 

3025 
780 
1380 
63° 

58i5 
56i5 

1940 
140 
80 

7775 

280 

390 
80 

75 0 

975 

660 
140 
90 

1865 

*  WHIW  - 

Cruifers, 


4  1 

6  3 

floop  1 
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rate. 


Cruifers, 

go  to  247  To  weftward 
16  with  Admiral 
2  (loops,  J  Byng. 

50  to  247  Under  Vice 
7  C  Admiral 
6  (loops,  J  Smith. 


6  10 

(loops  2  3 
1-arm.  v.  3 


Ready  17, 
Fitting  1 5, 

At  home, 


n  1 


(loops  3 
yatchs  6 
j_hof.(h.3 


men. 

77° 

5020 

4690 

780 

I54-Q 

1850 

240 

14890 

660 

332® 

5°55 

2940 

1280 

480 

200 

280 

IOI 

14416 


Gener  al  abftrad, 


n  1 

660 

2  6 

4090 

3  32 

16665 

4  38 

*3535 

5  11 

2849 

i  6  28 

1 

4070 

(loops  3  8 

3°3° 

arm.  v.3 

240 

yatchs  6 

280 

^hof.fh.3 

IOI 

166 

455 1 1 

By 
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B  y  which  it  will  appear  that  our  greateft 
force  was  kept  tyiadlive^  or  at  mod,  to  watch  an 
uncertain  domination  of  a  few  fifhing  boats,  and 
unarmed  veflels  in  the  French  ports  on  the 
Britijh  channel ;  and  that  our  whole  ftrength 
in  the  Mediterranean  amounted  to  no  more 
than  one  fourth  rate,  three  fixth  rates,  and  one 
floop :  which  together  carried  750  men.  Was 
this  doing  all  that  was  in  the  power  of  the 
miniftry  towards  the  prefervation  of  Minorca  ! 

The  advices  received  on  the  4th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  ,  in  Lord  Holdernefs  s  office,  gave  an  account 
that  orders  had  been  fent  to  Foulon ,  to  equip  five 
frigates  with  the  utmofi:  difpatch,  befides  the 
other  p  fhips  already  fitting  out  \  Jeven  of  which 
fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates  were  com¬ 
pletely  equipped  and  ready  for  failing  q  before 
the  end  of  this  month  :  and  they  worked  fo 
diligently  on  the  laft  orders,  that  one  of  the  five 
was  put  to  fea  before  the  fixteenth  of  the  fame 
month  :  <c  Though,  fays  Lord  Brifiol ,  neither 
“  its  fervice,  nor  the  deftination  of  the  whole 
<c  number  is  yet  known  :  fome  imagining  that 
cc  they  are  commiffioned  to  protect  the  mer- 
cc  chant  fhips  that  trade  to  and  from  the  Levant , 
“  or  to  defend  the  coafis  from  the  inful  ts  of  the 
“  Algerines  >  or  to  proceed  to  Algiers ,  to  reclaim 

p  Twelve  fhips  fee  advices  to  the  fame  office,  received 

Oftober  31ft. 

*  See  advices  in  the  faid  office  of  the  29th  of  November. 

tec 
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«  the  French  prifoners,  and  demand  fatisfadtion 
<c  for  inlults  r.” 

Agreeable  to  which,  Conful  Dicks  writes8 
from  Leghorn,  he  had  received  intelligence  from 
‘Toulon,  that  five  large  (hips  of  war  were  to  lail 
on  the  23d,  as  it  was  reported,  to  demand  four 
£hips  detained  in  the  port  of  Algiers . 

Mr.  Villettess  difpatches  in  this  month  di- 
minifihed  greatly  the  former  apprehenfions,whicn 
might  have  been  railed  by  the  armament  at 
Toulon :  he  firft  writes  \  cc  that  there  had  lately 
£f  arrived  at  that  port  two  millions  of  livres,  for 
<c  expediting  the  former  orders  to  equip  twelve 
cc  men  of  war  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates  : 
and  then  adds,  cc  that  there  was  a  want  ofma- 
€C  terials,  and  all  manner  ofprovifions :  that  part 
<c  of  the  workmen  in  the  docks  were  difcharged, 
«  and  more  were  difcharging  daily  :  that  they 
<c  had  been  obliged  to  buy  Callico  for  fails  to  the 
cc  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand  livres :  that 
“  the  fitting  out  of  the  five  frigates  went  on 
<c  very  (lowly  t  and  that  they  hacl  entiiely  given 
<c  over,  or  at  lead  deferted  the  armament  or  the 
“  twelve  (lrips  of  the  line. 


r  Sec  advices  from  L-ord  Brijfioi  of  ISiov .  15^-5  rece.V’vu. 
Dec.  4th;  and  Nov.  22d,  received  Dec.  13th. 

s  Without  date,  received  by  Sir  Thomas  Rob  infer:, 

Nov.  1 8th. 

*  By  letters  of  Nov.  3d. 

On 
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On  the  8th u,  he  again  infinuated  his  opinion 
of  an  intention  to  fend  fupplies  by  the  'Toulon 
fquadron  to  Canada:  “  For,  fays  he,  fuch  a 
“  fcheme  being  lefs  liable  to  be  fufpedted,  and 
“  thereby  more  likely  to  efcape  the  vigilance  of 
“  our  fquadrons  and  cruifing  veffels  in  the  ocean, 
“  feems  to  deferve  attention. 

And  though  he  was  obliged  to  acknowledge 
on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month w,  that  there 
were  ftill  a  great  number  of  hands  employed  at 
Toulon ,  to  complete  the  twelve  i hips,  and  that 
the  five  frigates  were  all  ready  for  careening ; 
he  will  not  allow  them  to  be  in  any  hurry,  but 
writes  that  they  went  on  but  very  flowly  in 
fitting  them  for  fea. 

In  which  he  was  feconded  by  advices  from 
Captain  Edgecombe  of  the  Deptford,  dated  V illa- 
franca,  Nov.  17th  x,  who  having  inclofed  an 
account  of  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line  and  eight 
frigates,  carrying  1104  guns,  then  in  the  port 
of  Toulon,  writes,  that  the  French  had  diicon- 
tinued  their  naval  armaments  in  that  port,  and 
that  the  fquadron  therein  mentioned  could  not 
be  ready  to  fail  before  February  or  March. 


'J  Received  Nov .  28th. 
w  Received  Dec.  4th. 

*  Received  Dec.  6th. 
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Yet,  on  the  fame  day,  by  letters  of  the  ,21ft 
of  November,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were 
informed  that,  though  the  equipment  of  the 
twelve  Iliips  went  on  flowly,  every  thing  was 
preparing  to  get  them  ready  for  iervice :  and 
that  in  cafe  of  orders  for  failing,  they  would  be 
joon  got  to  fea ;  though  it  was  the  general 
opinion,  that  they  were  not  defigned  to  fail  be¬ 
fore  Spring, 

The  politive  fadts  in  thefe  advices,  which  re¬ 
quired  our  greateft  attention,  were,  that  there 
was  no  want  of  money  to  carry  into  execution 
the  orders  for  the  ‘Toulon  equipment :  that  there 
was  no  fcarcity  o t  workmen  :  that  five  more 
frigates  had  been  added  to  the  former  orders : 
that  they  worked  fo  diligently  on  thefe  fhips, 
that  one  of  the  laft  five  frigates  was  got  to  fea 
before  the  1 5th  of  the  month :  that  five  large 
fhips  of  war  were  ordered  to  fail  on  the  23d  of 
the  fame  month :  that  f even  of  the  twelve  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  four  frigates,  were  completely 
equipped,  and  ready  for  failing  before  the  end 
of  the  faid  month :  and  that  they  were  all  in 
fuch  readinefs  as  to  be  foon  fitted  for  failing, 
when  commanded  to  fea  :  every  other  part  of 
their  intelligence  being  only  confufed  conjec¬ 
tures,  and,  it  may  be  artful  reports,  propagated 

on  purpofe  to  deceive  our  fpies  and  agents  a- 
broad. 
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A  s  for  the  intelligence  concerning  the  equip¬ 
ments  of  the  French  nearer  Great  Britain ,  and 
their  preparations  for  an  invafion,  it  appears, 

Th  at,  by  advices  received  in  Lord  Holder - 
nefs' s  office,  on  the  4th  of  November ,  one  hun¬ 
dred  marines  were  arrived  at  Dunkirk ,  and  ex- 
ercifed:  but  that  there  was  not  the  Icajl  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  embarkation  at  thatpoit. 

'  That  it  was  talked,  y  the  Pretender  had  been 
at  Font  amble au,  incog,  that  feven  fhips  of  war 
were  gone  into  Brefl  road  :  that  there  were  four 
battalions  of  the  Irijh  brigade;  and  fixty  fhips 
belonging  to  different  countries  at  Boulogne  ;  that 
'  the  garrifons  of  Calais ,  in  which  port  were  about 
thirty  fhips  of  the  like  fort,  and  of  Graveline , 
were  formed  of  the  Irijh  brigade  :  but  that  there 
were  no  more  troops  in  that  neighbourhood ; 
nor  any  talk  of  an  embarkation,  nor-  even  of 
privateers  ;  thefe  feven  men  of  war,  if  they 
fhould  fail,  being  intended  only  to  protect  the 
commerce. 

Letters  of  the  lame  date  relate,  that  all  the 
fhips  at  Brefl ,  that  had  been  out,  were  ordered 
to  difarm  and  to  be  refitted  :  but  that  M.  de 
Conflams  divifion,  was  in  lefs  forwardnefs  than 
that  to  be  commanded  by  M.  Perrier.  And 
yet  other  letters  of  the  2  2d  of  the  fame 

y  Letters  received  Ntv.  12th  1757- 
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month  z,  after  having  acknowledged  the  inacti¬ 
vity  of 'the  French  mini  dry,  add,  that  fbrne 
attribute  their  condud  to  a  want  of  means  to 
raife  money ;  and  that  others  were  of  opinion 
that  the  French  made  thofe  delays  in  taeir  ma¬ 
rine  equipments,  only  to  blaze  out  at  once  with 
a  fleet  of  two  hundred  fhips  to  be  collected  oe- 
tween  Dunkirk  and  Breft ;  that  thofe  tranfports 
were  to  be  efcorted  by  fifty  fail  of  men  of  war 
in  two  fquadrons  in  order  to  invade  England, 
and  that  the  invaders  intended  to  march,  as  foon 
as  difembarked,  direCtly  to  the  capital. 

This  intelligence  was  immediately  followed 
with  this  further  circumftance :  That  Marfhal 
Bellijle  had  formed  a  projed  for  invading  Eng¬ 
land  and  Hanover  at  the  fame  time :  that  t'nei  e 
had  been  lately  built  two  frigates  at  II arc i  c  •,  and 
that  there  were  four  frigates  in  Brejl  road  in¬ 
tended  only  to  protedl  the  merchantmen :  but 
that  there  did  not  appear  the  leapt  difpofition  for 
an  embarkation  at  Dunkirk ,  or  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  ports.  Which  was  confirmed  by  dif- 
patches  from  Admiral  Smith  ;  who  having  given 
an  account  of  fifty  fhips  at  Dunkirk ,  and  thuty- 
Jive  at  Calais,  allured  their  lord  (hips  that  there 

1  In  Lord  Holdcrncfs’ s  office,  there  was  about  the  fame 
time  an  account  that  the  French  had  augmented  their  ;orces 
with  27,  000  foot,  15150  horfe,  2560  dragoons,  and  6000 
marines. 

a  Of  the  30th  of  November ,  received  by  the  Admiralty  on 

the  i^thof  December. 
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was  no  movement  that  indicated  an  embarkation 
of  land  forces. 

Thus  the  terror  of  an  invafion  was  founded 
upon  no  better  authority  than  the  trite  accounts 
of  the  Irijh  brigade  being  quartered  on  the  coaft; 
a  few  merchantmen  detained  or  laid  up  in  Dun¬ 
kirk  and  Calais ;  ieven  frigates  lying  under  fail¬ 
ing  orders  in  Brefi  road,  for  the  protection  of 
their  mercantile  navigation,  and  a  gafcoynade  of 
a  refolution  to  invade  England  with  a  fleet  not 
in  their  power  to  fend  to  fea,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  attack  Hanover :  whereas  the  belt  of 
our  correfpondents  declared  that  there  did  not 
appear  the  leafl  difpofition ,  nor  was  there  any 
talk  of  an  embarkation  b. 

Yet  our  miniftry  affeCted  to  be  terrified  with 
the  certainty  of  an  invafion  j  and  paid  no  regard 
to  the  real  armaments  making  at  cIoulonci  as  will 

b  l*or,  though  different  plans  had  been  propofed,  they 
had  been  all  rejected ;  becaufe,  in  the  firfl  place,  it  was 
impoflible  for  them  to  collect  a  fufficient  number  of  tranf- 
ports  in  one  or  two  ports,  as  would  be  neceflary :  becaufe 
the  Brejl  fleet,  was  it  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea,  could 
not  pretend  to  convoy  them ;  for  fhould  that  fleet  meet  the 
JLngHfh,  either  in  going  or  returning,  it  would  be  rifquing 
the  whole  trade  of  France ,  and  expofing  both  their  fleet 
and  forces  to  ruin.  1  herefore,  their  whole  intention  is  to 
alarm  and  diftrefs  England ;  though,  fays  the  correfpondent, 

I  can’t  anfwer  how  far  paflion  may  carry  them.  See  ad¬ 
vices  in  Lord  Holder nefs's  office. 

^ c  Except  we  may  account  the  order,  in  this  month,  for 
General  Stuart  to  repair  to  his  command  in  Minorca ,  the 
hr  ft  appearance  of  an  intention  to  put  that  ifland  into  a 
pofture  of  defence;  though  he  could  not  obtain  a  paflage 
to  Mahon  till  the  6th  of  April  1756,  when  he  failed  with 
Admiral  Byng,  1  mQre 
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more  fully  appear  by  the  following  account  of 
the  equipment  made  in  Great  Britain. 

A  list  of  all  his  Majefty’s  ftps  of  war ,  or 
Jquadrons  of  fuch  (hips  as  were  equipped 
and  made  ready  for  fea,  within  the  month 
of  November  1 755. 

Prepared  in  purfuance  of  an  addrefs  of  the 
honourable  houfe  of  commons  to  hisMajefty, 
dated  8th  February ,  1757. 

rate,  {hips  names,  guns,  men,  when  made  ready  for  fea. 

fl.  6  Gibraltar,  24  160  2d  November  1755. 

4  Medway ,  60  430  3d. 

2  Prince ,  90  750  4th. 

2  St.  George ,  90  750  5th. 

fl.  Peggy,  8  10  70  5th. 

4  N ewe  a  file,  50  350  6th. 

fl. Saltajh ,  10  14  100  9th. 

fl.  Cruifer ,  8  10  70  9th. 

5  Ambujcade,  44  250  nth. 

6  Experiment,  24  140  20th. 

4  Falmouth ,  50  350  21ft. 

5  Lynn,  44  250  2  id. 

fl.  Swallow,  14  14  100  21  ft* 

6  Solebay ,  24  160  2  2d. 

3  Najfau,  70  480  23d. 

5  Woolwich,  44  280  24th. 

2  P.  George,  80  720  27th. 
fl.  Wolf,  8  10  70  30th. 

G  4 
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A  list  of  fuch  of  the  (hips  named  in  the  fore¬ 
going  lift  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed 
into,  or  to  reinforce  particular  [quadrons 
:  in  the  month  of  November,  1755. 

4 

rate,  (hips  names,  guns.  men.  deftination. 


1  wiucreu^cnivou  1755 

5  Chefter field,  44  250  j  to  convoy  trade  to  the 

6  Experiment,  24  140^  Mediterranean,  andre- 
fl.  Raven,  10  14  100  inforce  the  fquadron 

underCapt.  Edgecumbe. 


The  monthly  lijl  of  the  Admiralty,  giving  an 
ab  fir  a  ft  of  the  difpofition  of  the  fhips, 
&c.  in  fea  pay,  for  the  month  of  November 

l7  55- 


Plantations, 


rate.  fhips. 

men. 

f4  9 

3°4  5 

35  2 

560 

jo  IO 

1400 

i Hoops  8 

56° 

29 

5565 

Vice  Admiral  Bofcawen, 


5615 

1940 

140 

80 
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Medi - 

4' 


Mediterranean , 
Deptford  50  3  24 


Eafl  Indies, 


8  fbips  1  Downs,  Vice  j- 2 
1 1  floops  >  Admiral»SW/,&  3 


3 

4 

Cruifers,  -<  5 

22  90  to  50!  underVice 

Admiral 


3  24 

1  floop 


Refitting  13, 
Fitting  17, 


At  home., 


General  abftrafr, 
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rate. 

fhips. 

men. 

fi 

2 

1510 

2 

7 

4890 

3 

33 

J73r5 

4 

40 

HI55 

5 

12 

3090 

<6 

29 

4380 

(loops  3  8 

3090 

arm, 

-  v*3 

240 

fire  fli.2 

IOO 

yatchs  5 

210 

[_hof.(h,3 

IOO 
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49081 

The  fhips  defigned  for  the  expedition 
againft  Minorca ,  being  got  as  forward  as  need¬ 
ful  for  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  time 
appointed  for  carrying  it  into  execution ;  you 
have  feen  in  the  accounts  of  the  laft  month, 
that  the  carpenters,  &c.  who  had  been  brought 
from  all  parts  to  work  upon  them,  were 
(many  of  them)  difeharged.  Why  ?  becaufe, 
as  the  fquadrpn  was  not  to  fail  till  March , 
it  was  needlefs  to  retain  a  number  of  ufelefs 
hands,  for  three  or  four  months  to  do  the 
work,  which  could  be  finifhed  in  three  or  four 
weeks  ;  every  thing  being  already  done,  which 
required  the  afliftance  of  fuch  a  number  of 
hands :  beiides  this  dilcharge  of  the  workmen 
produced  another  good  effedt:  it  carried  the 
appearance  of  a  delay,  or  an  alteration  in  the 
rneafures  of  the  court,  in  regard  to  the  arma¬ 
ment 
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ment  at  T iulon ;  and  in  confequence  created  a 
belief  in  the  Britijh  agents  and  miniftry,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  that  quarter. 
For,  thus  ran  the  intelligence  from  feveral  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  month.  Our  cor- 
refpondents,  without  confidering  the  work  that 
had  been  expedited  by  the  diligence  and  num¬ 
bers  employed  in  the  fitting  out  of  the  twelve 
men  of  war  of  the  line,  &c.  very  impolitically 
concluded  that  the  difcharge  of  the  workmen 
was  an  indication  of  the  equipment’s  being  laid 
afide :  and  without  attending  to  the  feafon  of 
the  year,  which  did  not  require  more  expedition 
than  was  really  neceflary  to  get  the  fquadron  to 
fea  within  the  time  limited  for  its  appointed 
fervice,  they  interpreted  the  oeconomy  of  the 
French  miniftry  a  Jlownefs  or  want  of  refolution, 
men,  or  materials,  to  carry  their  firft  intention 
into  execution. 

The  fame  infatuation  prevailed  in  the  month 
of  December  in  the  advices  from  Turin .  For 
Lord  Brijiol  writes c  that  though  the  Jive  frigates 
at  Toulon  were  ready  to  put  to  fea  ;  the  arma¬ 
ment  of  the  twelve  Ihips  of  the  line  in  that 
harbour  went  on  very Jlowly ,  and  by  all  accounts 
mull  be  many  months  before  they  could  be  in  a 
condition  to  fail. 

Consul  Cabanis  at  Nice  wrote  d  in  the  fame 
ftrain.  “  The  Jive  frigates,  viz.  one  of  co  guns 

c  December  20th,  Received  January  21. 

d  December  22d,  received  January  21ft. 

« 


one 
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I 

£,£  one  of  30  guns,  and  three  of  24  guns  at  Toulon 
££  are  ready  to  fail :  but,  as  to  the  twelve  fhips 
££  of  the  line  in  commiilion,  their  equipment 
“  goes  on  very  flowly ,  and  they  will  not  be  able 
“  to  get  them  ready  this  winter.  Ke  adds,  that 
t£  they  recruited  their  land  forces  with  all  ima- 
££  ginable  diligence.” 

.Such  was  the  deception  in  Italy,  in  regard  to 
the  French  armament  at  Toulon.  However,  Mr. 
Villetfes ,  at  Bern,  feems  to  have  been  fomewhat 
better  advifed.  For,  in  his  letter  e  to  Mr.  Fox, 
he  firft  relates  that  the  Jive  frigates  were  ready 
to  fail :  that  there  was  only  one  of  them  got 
into  the  road ;  and  that  people  could  not  tell 
what  to  think  of  the  flownejs  with  which  they 
proceeded  in  the  marine  department  of  that  port. 
Then  he  f  advifeth  that  all  the  five  frigates  had 
s  got  into  Toulon  road,  though  it  was  not  known 
when  they  fhould  fail  ;  that  the  intendant  of  the 
marine  at  Toulon  had  taken  a  lift  of  all  the  IF ? jl 
India  merchant  (hips  in  the  port  of  Marfeilles, 
fpecifying  their  burthen,  ftrength  and  number 
of  cannon  ;  and  that  he  had  ordered  two  of  them 
to  repair  to  Toulon. 

Letters  from  the  fame  correfpondent  of  the 
2  2d  of  December  obferved,  that  it  was  reported 
orders  had  arrived  at  Toulon  for  the  frigates  to 
Jail ;  but  that  their  deftination  was  kept  a  pro- 

e  December  6th,  received  the  20th  ditto. 

r  December  13th,  received  on  the  25th  ditto. 

s  On  or  before  the  firft  day  of  December . 


found 
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found  fecret:  “  though  it  is  probable  continues 
he  *«  that  they  will  go  and  join  thofe  near 
<C  ;rmed  at  Breft  j  and,  if  the  project  for  invad- 
«  in<r  England  is  not  laid  afide,  they  will  be 
employed  in  favouring  the  padage  and  landing 
“  of  the  land  forces.”  Should  not  Mr.  Fillettes 
have  firft  reafoned  with  himfelf  upon  the  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  almoft  impoffibility  of  fuch  a  weak 
force  of  five  frigates  of  50  to  24  gans,  to  get 
into  Breft,  which  was,  at  that  time,  blocked  up 
by  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  Britijh  men  of  war? 
he  had  more  reafon  to  keep  to  his  former  vague 
furmize  of  an  intention  to  favour  the  French 
hoftilities  in  North  America.  But  it  fhould  feem, 
as  if  this  gentleman  was  very  happy  in  coincid¬ 
ing  with  the  favourite  fchemes  of  thofe,  whofe 
endeavours  were  to  perplex  the  Britijh  councils 
with  the  cry  of  an  invafion. 


He  afterwards  informs  the  government,  that 
orders  had  been  publifhed  at  Marfeilles ,  by  found 
of  trumpet,  for  all  failors  to  repair  immediately 
to  ‘Toulon  :  that  jour  of  the  frigates  above-men¬ 
tioned,  were  faid  to  be  ordered  to  convoy  the 
Algerine  galliot,  lately  taken,  to  Algiers ;  but 
that  they  had  not  received  their  laft  oideis  foi 
failing,  and  that  it  was  veiy  certain  th<-\  n..d 

quite  another  deftination h. 

h  By  letters  dated  27th  December,  received  January  13th, 
inclofinp-  advices  of  December  15th.  A/.  L.  He  writer  011 

the  29th  of  December,  that  the  people  were  quite  tired  to 
hear  the  frigates  were  ready  and  did  not  fail :  am.  t  rat  t  e 
French,  by  : means  of  a  Portugueze  merchant,  had  bought 
1200  pieces  of  cannon  in  England. 

x  K  T*  ^ 
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A  -  . 

•  "^ETJ  even  *n  of  this  uncertainty, 

it  p  ainly  appears  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  of 

twelve  fhips  of  the  line  might  be  put  to  fea  in 
t  e  pnng  .  that,  in  the  mean  time,  all  diligence 
was  ufed  to  recruit  the  land  forces  in  Provence , 
and  the  neighbouring  provinces  :  that  meafures 
were  purfued  for  taking  up  thips  for  tranfports : 
and  that  a  ftridt  watch  was  kept  to  fecure  a  fuf- 

ncient  number  of  failors  againft  the  time  of 
adtion. 

Agreeable  to  thele  fadts,  the  government 
received  advice  from  Mr.  Banks,  conful  at  Car¬ 
tagena  in  Spain,  that  by  his  intelligence  from 
Toulon,  the  French  fleet  was  ready,  and  only 
waited  for  orders  to  put  to  fea :  that  feveral 
battalions  and  fquadrons  were  in  motion  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Catalonia,  and  that  molt  of  the 
ports  in  Provence  were  crouded  with  Polaccas, 
Settees ,  Tartans ,  and  other  veflels,  a  great  many 

of  which  were  taken  up  in  the  government’s 
fervice  \ 

Letters  to  the  Admiralty ,  dated  Marfeilles , 
December  2qth,  expieflly  mention,  that  the  five 
frigates  were  ready  to  put  to  lea ;  and  that  the 
twelve  fhips  of  the  line  were  under  orders  to  be 
equipped  with  all  expedition,  and  would  be 
ready  to  fail  in  three  weeks. 

\ 

Sec  his  letter  of  December  y t h ,  received  Febeuuey  19th. 

Thus 
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Thus  every  particular,  but  the  pofitive  defti- 
nation  of  the  Toulon  fquadron,  was  known :  and 
their  intention  to  invade  either  Gibraltar  or 
Minorca,  was  ealily  to  be  collected  from  their 
manner  of  'victualling,  number  of  troops,  and 
variety  of  fmall  vefels  taken  into  pay  for  trans¬ 
ports. 

However  our  miniftry  rather  chole  to  give 
credit  to  the  advices  of  the  tranfa£fions  in  the 
north  of  France.  From  whence  Lord  Holder- 
nefs  was  informed  k  of  great  augmentations  to 
the  militia  of  Normandy  and  Picat  dy,  which 
already  confided  of  twenty-two  battalions  each} 
and  that  nothing  was  talked  of  but  a  declaration 
of  war,  and  a  refolution  to  fix  the  Pretender  on 
the  throne  of  England  in  tne  fylarcb  following. 

This  intelligence  was  foon  followed  by  an 
account  of  feventv  or  eighty  thoufand  land  forces 
expended  1  to  arrive,  and  to  be  cantoned  in  the 
towns  and  villages  near  Dunkirk ,  in  order  to 
take  pofiefiion  of  Nieuport ,  Oflcnd,  and  other 
barriers,  to  favour  a  fquadron  to  be  commanded 
by  M.  Bart ,  and  appointed  to  fail  into  thole 
feas m.  But, 

Whence  was  a  fquadron  to  be  expected 
Sufficient  to  face  the  Briti/h  navy  ?  It  could  not 

k  By  letter  dated  December  9th,  received  the  13th  ditto. 

1  December  5  th. 

m  By  letters  dated  December  12th,  received  the  15th  ditto, 

be 
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be  from  Toulon  for  reafons  already  afligned. 
It  could  not  be  from  Breft ,  nor  from  Rochfort  \ 
becaufe  advices  of  the  firft  of  December  to  that 
fame  noble  Lord  expreffly  declare,  that  the 
fquadron  in  thofe  ports,  under  M.  Conflans^  went 
on  very  flowly :  that  the  fquadron  under  M. 
Perrier ,  confifired  only  of  jive  fhips  of  the  line 
and  four  frigates,  when  completely  equipped  : 
that  there  was  but  one  fhip  fitting  at  Dunkirk , 
and  that  there  was  no  other  maritime  difpofition 
in  that  or  in  its  neighbouring  ports. 

Was  it  to  be  collected  from  Bayonne ,  Bour - 
deanx ,  Hants ,  Rochelle ,  and  Havre ,  where  it  was 
reported  there  was  a  defign  to  build  frigates  in 
private,  or  in  the  merchants  docks.  That  was 
by  far  a  too  diftant  view :  for  had  that  fcheme 
been  adopted  by  the  French  miniftry,  it  would 
have  enabled  the  King’s  yards  to  build  a  num- 
ber  of  capital  fhips,  but  not  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  to  cope  with  the  Britijh  navy,  or  to  favour 
the  pretended  invafion,  within  the  compafs  of 
the  year  1756.  It  is  true  the  advices  or  the 
9th  of  this  month,  related  a  defign  in  France 
to  fit  out  every  fhip  that  could  be  made  capable 
to  keep  the  fcas;  and  to  divide  the  whole  into 
two  fleet  one  at  Toulon ,  .the  other  at  Brefl  to 
fall  with  force  on  the  Britijh  fquadrons,  dif- 
perfed  in  imall  numbers ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  make  a  powerful  diverfion  by  means 
of  an  invafion,  for  which  purpcfe  they  had  a  fi¬ 
fe  m  bled  already  50,000  troops  from  Givet  to 
7  the 


1 
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the  neighbouring  port.  But,  the  next  day,  this 
formidable  gafcoynade  was  knocked  on  the  head 
by  frefh  aflurances  "  that  France  had  no  other 
views  in  all  this  than  to  gain  time :  that  there 
were  no  difpofitions  on  the  coaft  of  the  BritiJJ) 
channel  for  an  embarkation  ° :  that  eight  frigates 
had  failed  from  Breft ,  but  were  employed  by 
way  of  convoy  for  their  merchantmen  :  that  the 
armament  of  the  two  Icjuadrons  went  on  fo 
{lowly,  that  M.  Perrier  s  could  not  be  got  ready 
till  January  at  fooneft,  and  that  of  M.  Confians 
not  till  May p :  and  that  there  was  nothing  new 
on  the  19th  of  December  in  the  ports  of  France, 
except  the  arrival  of  fome  troops  at  Dunkirk . 

Other  intelligence  in  the  fame  office,  dated 
December  the  4th  and  13th,  allow  that  there 
had  been  fome  propofals  for  an  invafion,  but 
they  were  rejected  on  account  of  the  many  dif¬ 
ficulties,  and  the  facrificing  fo  many  troops; 
and  conclude  that  ail  talk  of  that  fort  was  only 
defigned  to  alarm  and  dijlrefs ;  for,  that  aftei 
diligent  fearch,  no  plan  for  invading  England  or 
Ireland  could  be  found. 

\  f 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  this  intelligence,  wnich 
carries  us  to  the  conclufion  of  the  year  i75f5> 
no  one  can  prefume  to  find  any  foundation  tor 
the  minijlerial  panic,  continually  dreaming  of. 


n  December  ioth,  in  Lord  Holclernefs' s  office. 
0  December  1 3th,  in  ditto. 
p  Letters  of  December  15th,  in  ditto. 

H 
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and  alarming  the  people  with,  the  dread  of  an 
invafion.  How  then  ought  we  to  account  for 
that  paftage  in  his  Majefty’s  fpeech,  where  he 
informs  his  parliament,  that Ci  from  various  ap- 
tc  pearances  and  preparations  there  was  reafon 
“  to  think  there  have  been  formed  defigns  againft 
“  his  kingdoms  and  dominions except, °as  a 
certain  noble  Peer,  many  years  at  the  head  of 
the  law,  has  taught  us,  we  confider  fuch  fpeeches 
as  the  language  of  a  miniftry,  rather  than  the 
fentiments  of  their  Royal  Matter :  and  then  it 
may  create  a  fufpicion  that  this  invafion  was  a 
pure  minijlenal  bubble ,  to  raife  a  prodigious  fum 
of  money  out  of  the  fears  of  the  people :  and 
not  to  be  hitherto  refolved  upon  by  the  court  of 
France. 

I  s  it  not  alfo  very  extraordinary  that  there  was 
not  the  leaf!;  notice  taken  of  the  advices  received 
concerning  the  armaments  at  Toulon ,  and  the 
appearances  and  preparations  making  in  that  port 
and  its  neighbourhood,  for  invading  and  con¬ 
quering  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  f  Except  we 
may  fuppofe  thofe  two  important  places  are  in¬ 
cluded  under  the  general  name  of  dominions : 
which  both  houfes  of  parliament,  in  their  ad- 
dreftes,  certainly  underftood  to  mean  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Eleffioral  and  German  dominions q :  befides 

^  His  Majesty,  on  the  13th  of  November  1755,  in¬ 
forms  his  parliament  in  thefe  words :  “  I  have  confined  my 
views  and  operations  to  hinder  France  from  making  new 
tc  encroachments,  or  fupporting  thofe  already  made;  to 
exert  our  right  to  a  fatisfadlion  for  hoftilities  committed 

it 
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it  will  appear  from  the  following,  as  well  as 
foregoing  lifts,  that  his  Majefty  had  not  been 
advifed  to  extend  his  views  and  operations  to 


44  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and  to  difappoint  fuch  de- 
44  figns,  as,  from  various  appearances  and  preparations, 
44  there  is  reafon  to  think,  have  been  formed  againft  my 
46  kingdoms  and  dominions. ” 

The  Houfe  of  Lords ,  in  their  add  refs  on  this  fpeech,  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  in  thefe  terms :  44  We  look  upon  ourfelves 
44  as  obliged  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  duty,  gratitude,  and 
44  honour,  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  your  Majefty  in  all  fuch 
44  wife  and  neceftary  meafures  and  engagements,  as  your 
44  Majefty  may  have  taken,  in  vindication  of  the  rights  of 
44  your  crown;  or  to  defeat  any  attempt,  which  may  be 
44  made  by  France ,  in  referrtment  of  fuch  meafures  :  and 
44  to  aftift  your  Majefty  in  difappointing  and  repelling  all 
44  fuch  enterprizes  as  may  be  formed  not  only  againft  your 
44  kingdoms,  but  alfo  againft  any  other  of  your  dominions , 
44  although  not  belonging  to  the  crozvn  a/Great  Britain, 
44  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  attacked  on  account  of  the  part 
44  which  your  Majefty  has  taken  for  maintaining  the 
44  eftential  intereft  of  your  kingdoms.” 

The  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  like  manner,  addrefted  his 
Majefty  in  thefe  words:  44  We  beg  leave  to  allure  your 
44  Majefty,  that  your  dutiful  and  faithful  Commons  will 
44  vigoroully  and  chearfully  fupport  your  Majefty,  in  all 
44  fuch  wife  and  neceftary  meafures  and  engagements,  as 
44  your  Majefty  may  have  taken,  to  vindicate  the  juft 
44  rights  and  pofteftions  of  your  crown,  and  to  guard  againft 
44  any  attempt  which  France  may  make,  on  account  of 
44  your  Majefty’s  not  having  fubmitted  to  her  unjuftiftable 
<4  encroachments  ;  and  that  we  think  ourfelves  bound  in 
44  juftice  and  gratitude  to  aftift  your  Majefty  againft  infults 
44  and  attacks,  that  may  be  made  upon  any  of  your  Ma- 
44  jefty’s  dominions,  though  not  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
44  Great  Britain ,  in  refentment  of  the  part  your  Majefty 
44  has  taken  in  a  caufe  wherein  the  interefts  of  this  kingdom 
“  are  immediately  and  fo  eflentially  concerned.” 

H  2 


dif- 
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di (appoint  the  defigns  of  France  againft  the 
Bntijh  dominions  in  the  Mediterranean . 

A  list  of  all  his  Majefty’s  Jloips  of  war,  or 
Jqnadrons  of  fuch  fhips  as  were  equipped 
and  made  ready  for  lea,  in  the  month  of 
December  1 755. 

rate,  fhips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea. 

Speedwell,  8  10  70  i  ft  December  175s* 

3  Newark ,  80  620  4th. 

6  Unicorn ,  24  160  5th. 

fl.  Peregrine,  12  12  100  6th. 

5  Gofport,  44  250  8th. 

6  24  160  10th. 

1 Ferret,  10  14  100  12th. 
fl,  Savage,  8  10  70  12th. 

A.  Gran  ado,  10  14  100  13th. 

11  .Wafp,  8  10  70  21ft. 

11.  Ranger ,  810  70  24th. 

11. Scorpion ,  10  14  80  25th. 

6  Squirrel,  24  160  28th.  ' ..  .  , 

4  St.  Albans,  60  420  30th. 

4  Dreadnought,  60  415  30th. 

6  Greyhound,  24  160  3  ill. 


A  LIST 
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A  LIST  of  fuch  fhips  named  in  the  fore- 
•^oin0,  lift"  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed 
fntof  or  to  reinforce  particular  fquadrons 
within  the  month  of  December ,  1755. 


rate,  fhips  names. 


5  Woolwich, 


guns.  men. 

D 


44  280 


deftination. 

■Ordered  5  th  Dec.  1755 
40  reinforce  the  fqua- 
|<3ron  at  the  Leeward- 
.  flands  *. 


Xhf.  monthly  lift  of  the  Admiralty ,  giving  an 
abftraft  of  the  difpofition  of  the  fhips, 
&c.  in  fea  pay,  for  the  month  of  December 

*7  55- 


rate.  fhips. 

men. 

r3  1 

5°° 

4  10 

334? 

Plantations, 

<5  2 

56° 

6  9 

1200 

Lfloops  9 

64O 

3 1 

63°5 

Mediterranean, 

1 

i4  3  , 

'O 

00 

0 

P.  Lonifa,  60— 

-2  50 

O 

6  ^ 

320 

2  24 

1 

[ Hoop  1 

80 

* 

6 

t— ( 

OO 

OO 

O 

r  See  the  former  parts  ot  this  lift,  p.  5^  aiK^  7^* 

s  See  pap-e  59. 
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fra  ft  Indies, 


To  Weftward  8. 


1 

4 


7 
7 
7 
9 

.  floops23 
Cruifers  and  Convoys,  larm.v.  4 


Downs ,  Vice  79  fhips  5 
Admiral*$V/z/V/) )  ^floops  6 


57 


Ready 

Refitting 

Fitting 

Harbour  fervice 


4 

41 

J5 

2 


fi 

2 

3 

4 

•<  5 
|6 


7 
23 
*9 

3 

8 


At  hom 


Hoops  3 
fire  (h.2 
yatchs  5 

Lhofifli.3 

75 


men. 


975 

660 

140 

90 


1865 

3400 

2  2  CO 

1810 

1420 

1890 

320 

1 1090 

1510 

4890 

12440 

7335 

720 

1240 

300 

100 

210 

XOI 

28846 


Genera! 
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men. 


1510 

4890 

173 15 
1457° 

3°9° 


2  7 

3  33 

4  41 

5  12 


7 

33 

41 


438° 


General  abflraT 


<6  29 


3000 

32° 

100 
210 

101 


The  firft  advices  'in  the  new  year  (1756) 
relating  to  the  armament  at  Toulon,  received  by 
Lcrd  Holder  nefi,  relate,  that  they  had  got. the 
twelve  £hips  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates  into 
Toulon  road :  that  they  effected  to  make  believe 
this  fquadron  was  intended  to  attempt  to  join 
that  at  Bred  :  but  that  the  fnuill  quantity  of  pro- 
viftons  ordered  for  their  ufe,  made  it  more  na¬ 
tional  to  fuppofe  it  was  not  to  pajs  through  the 
Streights  :  that  they  had  launched  a  feventy  gun 
fliip  lately,  had  one  of  30  guns  on  the  flocks, 
and  were  bufy  on  four  more  large  fhips,  which 
were  to  be  finifhed  with  all  expedition. 


This  intelligence  was  fomcwhat  invalidated 
by  letters  of  the  6th  and  the  1 2th  01  the  fame 


*  Of  January  3^  7,7 


month 
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month,  the  former  of  which  contradicted  the 
aiting  of  the  Toulon  fquadron,  and  in  general 
terms  oeciared  that  it  could  not  be  got  ready  to 
fail  fo  foon  as  was  pretended.  They  at  laft  limited 
the  time  of  its  failing  to  the  month  of  February ; 
and  informed  that  the  command  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  for  which  it  was  equipping,  had  been  given 
to  the  Duke  of  Richelieu*  h 


The  Earl  of  B  rift  01  informs  Mr.  Fox  w,  that 
repeated  orders  had  been  lent  to  bouton  to  careen 
and  to  arm,  with  the  utmojl  expedition ,  five  fhips 
of  the  line  to  fail  forthwith  with  five  frigates 
already  equipped.  But  that  lailors  were  fofcarce 
that  they  had  preffed  boys  and  old  men,  and 
hired  not  only  artificers  but  fervants  to  make  up 
the  complements  of  their  crews.  And  on  the 
3  1  If,  which  was  received  by  the  fame  packet, 
his  Lordlhip  further  diminilhed  the  flrength  of 
the  Toulon  armaments,  by  obferving  that  they 
went  on  / lowly ;  and  that  the  delay  was  occa- 
foned  by  a  want  of  money,  artillery,  and  timber 
for  building,  &c.  fhips  x. 

-  Who,  as  Lord  Brijlol  wrote  to  Mr*  Fox  from  Funn ^ 
was  to  receive  forty  battalions  from  the  interior  provinces 
of  France.  See  his  letter  dated  January  24th,  received 
February  24th. 

w  From  'Larin,  dated  ‘ January  24th. 

x  B elides ,  fays  he,  moft  of  the  manufacturers  in  the 
fouth  provinces  of  France  are  at  a  ftand,  no  fhips  venture 
out:  trade  is  declining :  merchants  are  breaking :  no 'vent 
for  goods  which  are  pen/hing  in  their  warehoules,  &c. 

But 
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But  twenty  days  before  this  lame  account 
arrived  at  the  Secretary’s  office,  Mr.  Fox  received 
certain  informations  y  from  Conful  Birtles, 
“  that  after  many  orders  and  counter-orders  for 
“  equipping  the  fleet  at  Toulon ,  a  pofitive  com- 
“  mand  was  received  by  the  Intendant  to  get  all 
“  the  ffiips,  fit  for  the  fea,  ready  as  foon  as 
“  poffible :  that  five  frigates  were  ready  to  fail : 
“  that  the  Dukes  Richelieu  and  Mirepoix  were 
“  nominated  to  command  in  Provence ,  and  that 
“  it  was  whifpered,  they  intended  to  make  & 
“  defcent  from  Toulon  with  a  body  of  troops  to 
“  furprize  the  ifland  of  Minorca :  that  no  em- 
“  bargo  had  yet  been  laid  to  detain  veflels  for 
“  tranfports ;  but  that  the  department  of  Mar- 
u  feilles  had  received  orders  to  furniffi  1500 
“  feamen  for  the  fquadron,  and  that  all  other 
ct  maritime  places  on  that  coaft  had  directions 
“  to  furniffi  a  number  of  feamen  proportionable 
<c  to  their  trade.”  And  then  very  judicioufly  and 
honeftly  obferves,  that  the  orders  and  counter- 
orders  which  had  been  given  from  time  to  time 
about  the  Toulon  fleet  had  been  with  a  view  to 
make  the  necejfary  preparations  to  carry  the  plan 
into  execution  with  the  greater  fecrejy. 

\ 

In  his  advices  of  the  26th,  the  conful  repeats 
his  apprehenfions  of  the  French  fcheme  of  fur- 
prizing  the  ifland  of  Minorca  •,  and  further  adds, 
“  he  had  been  told  by  fome,  who  had  the  bejl 


y  Dated  Genoa ,  January  17th,  received  February  4th. 
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<c  intelligence  from  France,  that,  letters  received 
“  three  days  before,  fixty  battalions  were  ordered 
“  to  march  into  Provence ,  to  be  commanded  by 
cc  the  Duke  de  Richeheu :  that  between  fixty 
“  and  feventy  veflels  had  been  embargoed  for 
“  tranfports :  that  they  continued  to  fend  to 
“  Toulon  all  failors,  as  faft  as  they  arrived  in 
“  other  ports ;  and  that  the  five  frigates  then  in 
“  the  road  were  victualled  for  three  months.” 

Even  Mr.  Villettes,  on  yanuary  19th  writes, 
<c  It  is  very  certain  that  orders  have  been  re- 
“  ceived  at  Toulon  to  fit  out  twelve  fhips  of  the 
“  line,  and  to  arm  them  ;  and  that  the  two  firft 
“  equipped  were  to  join  the  five  frigates,  above- 
“  mentioned.”  He  afterwards  confefles  that  all 
his  intelligences  confirmed  the  great  diligence 
ufed  at  Marfeilles,  and  the  other  neighbouring 
ports,  for  manning  the  Toulon  fquadron z. 

On  the  28th  of  yanuary  Mr.  Fox  received 
from  Lieutenant-General  Fowke  the  following 
lift  of  the  French  maritime  force ;  and  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  French  armament  at  Toulon. 


z  Dated  Bern,  'January  31ft,  received  by  Mr.  Fox , 
February  24th.  Though,  by  his  letters  of  the  8th  of 
January,  he  allured  Mr.  Fox  that  the  fa?ne  remifnefs  and 
fufpence,  which  he  had  mentioned  before,  {till  fubfifted  with 
regard  to  the  naval  armaments  in  the  fouth  of  France ,  and 
£ave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  late  calamities,  with  which 
the  upper  part  of  Provence  had  been  afflidfed  lately,  would 
influence  and  flacken  their  preparations. 

he 
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Le  Foudroyant,  for  Admiral,  80  guns,  G ner¬ 
vier,  Redoubtable,  Femeraire ,  Couronne, 
Lecture  of  74  guns. 

JJAchille,  Lion ,  Valliant ,  Hercule ,  Confant, 
Frit  on,  of  64  guns;  Fier  of  50  guns. 

La  Jution  of  50  guns ;  RoJ'e,  Gracieux,  Royalle, 
Mincrve,  Oifeau,  of  30  guns  ;  Nymphe,  of 
26  guns ;  Fopaz,  of  24  guns. 

Two  firefhips,  four  xebecks,  four  bombs, 
fourteen  galleys,  of  which  only  four  in 
condition. 

One  bark  of  24  guns,  having  no  mafts. 

Le  Ferme ,  of  90  guns,  fitted  to  ferve  as  a  fort 
in  the  middle  of  Foulon  road. 

L’ Ocean,  on  the  flocks,  of  80  guns  ;  L’Orfee , 
now  launched,  of  64  guns;  L’Orifamme, 
of  50  guns,  at  fea;  La  Fumeme,  of  30 
guns,  on  the  flocks  far  advanced  ;  two 
frigates  of  30  guns,  keels  only,  having  no 
timber  to  proceed. 

To  fail  by  firft  orders, 

'  I 

1 2  fhips  of  the  line  of  Foulon,  7  commanded  by 

8  ditto,  of  Breft ,  ^  Chevalier  du  Guain. 

At  Breft  feven  fhips  of  war  on  flocks. 

Number  of  guns  at  Foulon  1636  pieces 

of  18,  24,  and  36  pounders. 

For  fortifications  of  town  and  port,  500 

Remain  for  the  marine,  1 1 3  6 

Five  frigates  befides  getting  ready. 

The 


1 
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The  general  then  continues  and  writes,  u  It 
<c  appears  they  work  with  great  diligence  and 
<c  difpatch,  employing  6000  men :  yet  all  con- 
“  noiffieurs  agree  that  they  will  not  be  able 
€C  before  February  or  March ,  to  fend  out  either 
<c  the  twelve  men  of  war  ox  five  frigates,  having 
cc  no  guns  on  board  either  one  or  the  other.” 
However  he  allows  that  the  arfenal  at  Foulon 
was  indifferently  well  furnifhed  with  ftores, 
except  wood ;  and  that  two  Tartans  had  lately 
arrived  with  timber  from  the  coafts  of  Romagna 
and  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  He  mentions  a 
report  of  4000  feamen  to  be  furnifhed  by  the 
Genoefe ,  but  thinks  it  improbable  :  allures  there 
has  been  a  great  want  of  money  to  pay  the 
workmen;  but  that  there  had  arrived  at  Toulon 
500,000  /.  and  that  the  trading  part  of  Mar - 
Jeilles  were  obliged  to  advance  40,000  /.  weekly 
to  keep  them  on:  and  concludes  thus;  cc  Sir, 
<c  this  is  genuine,  and  truly  the  real  jlate  of 

<c  affairs.” 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  received  alfo  an 
account  of  the  ftate  of  the  Frcijch  marine  ac¬ 
tually  armed  and  arming  on  the  20th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1756,  viz. 

At  Breft  2  of  80,  1  of  74,  2  of  70,  3  of  64, 7 

3  of  50,  1  of  34,  8  of  30,  4  of  24,  in  all  ^ 

At Rochfiort  2  of  74,  1  of7o,  3  of  64,  7 of  30,  13 

At  Toulon  1  of  80,  3  of  74,  7  of  64,  1  of  60, 

4  of  30,  2  of  24,  in  nil 
At  Havre  2  of  32, 


Total  57 
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Whereby  it  appears  that  the  armament  at  'Toulon 
was  actually  expediting  to  fail  early  in  the 
Spring :  that  it  was  not  intended  to  pafs  the 
Streights-,  that  it  was  to  convoy  an  army  to 
make  a  defcent,  probably  on  Minorca-,  and 
that  every  method  for  manning  the  fhips  of  war, 
and  tranfporting  the  land  forces,  was  daily  put 
in  execution,  which  indicated  a  fudden  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  great  ffroke  fo  long  and  fo  often 
threatened  againft  fome  part  of  the  Britijh  do¬ 
minions. 

In  the  mean  time,  letters  from  the  Hague  to 
Lord  Holdernejs,  of  the  2d  of  January  a,  brought 
frefh  advices  of  an  intended  defcent  to  be  made 
early  this  year  on  England ,  or  of  an  invafion  of 
Hanover ,  by  the  French-,  and  that,  with  this 
view,  they  were  providing  a  great  number  of 
fiat-bottomed  boats. 

They  further  faid  b,  that  the  plan  for  invad¬ 
ing  Great  Britain  was  propofed  by  M.  de  Belle - 
ifle ,  who  offered  to  undertake  the  execution 
thereof  -,  but  that  he  had  been  violently  oppofed 
therein  by  M.  Seychelles.  The  Marfhal’s  plan 
was  not  to  attack  any  of  the  powers  on  the 
Continent,  and  particularly  to  leave  Hanover 
quiet :  but  at  the  fame  time  to  affemble  three 
large  armies  on  the  frontiers  of  AlJ'ace,  Flanders , 
and  Languedoc ,  in  order  to  keep  the  powers  in 

a  Received  on  the  6th. 

c'  Dated  Hague,  'January  20th  received  February  1. 

Europe 
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to  attempt  an  invaiion  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
landy  or  of  both ;  by  getting  together  as  many 
veilels  as  poffible  in  different  ports,  with  every 
thing  neceifary  for  an  embarkation.  And  he 
further  advifed  the  French  King,  not  to  fend 
out  any  large  fquadrons  of  men  of  war,  but 
only  fome  light  cruilers  to  cover  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  their  tranfports ;  to  give  notice  of 
the  motions  of  the  Englijh ,  and  to  carry  fupplies 
to  their  colonies ;  however  at  j Srejl  he  thought 
it  neceffary  to  have  a  very  large  fleet  ready  to 
give  umbrage  to  the  Englijh,  and  .to  ferve  as 
occafion  fhould  require. 


c 
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This  was  Belleifle'  s  plan;  which,  our  corre- 
fpondent  confeffed  was  not  to  every  body's  tafte  : 
but  notwithftanding,  fays  he,  it  appears,  as  if 
fome  part  of  it  was  already  adopted,  by  the 
motions  of  the  French  towards  the  frontiers  on 
all  fides,  and  particularly  to  the  fea  coaft  of  the 
ocean,  where  M.  Belleifle  and  the  Prince  de 
Sonbife  were  beginning  to  make  their  circuit ; 
being  daily  expedted  at  Dunkirk ,  and  from 
thence  to  proceed  along  the  coaft. 

At  the  fame  office  there  arrived  advice  c  that 
80,000  men  were  reported  to  be  marching  from 
the  inland  places  towards  the  coaft,  and  that 
they  were  to  be  quartered  by  brigades  from 
Dunkirk  to  Senhs  :  alfo  that  Perrier's  Iquadron 
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was  beginning  to  get  into  the  road  of  Breft d,  but 
that  there  were,  as  yet,  no  difpofitions  c  made  in 
the  ports  of  the  ocean  for  an  embarkation. 

J 

Lord  Briflol  writes  from  Turin,  that  140 
battalions  were  affigned  to  march  under  the 
command  of  Marihal  Belleifle.  And  M.  Villettes 
from  Bern  f,  that  orders  had  been  fent  to  the 
French  ports  on  the  ocean,  particularly  to  Brejl 
and  Rochfort,  for  fitting  out  all  their  naval  force, 
and  for  aflembling  feven  or  eight  hundred  flat- 
bottomed  vefl'els :  for,  fays  he,  the  invafion  of 
England  will  be  an  eafy  matter  after  the  jundtion 
of  the  French  fquadrons  [from  Foulon  at  Brefl] 
to  cover  the  paflage  of  their  troops. 

Yet  Vice  Admiral  OJborne,  by  letters  of  the 
6th  of  this  month,  informs  the  Admiralty,  that 
Mr.  “Jofleph  Cockburn  of  the  Hunter  cutter, 
having  ventured  into  Brefl  water  in  his  row- 

d  Letters  of  the  fame  date  in  the  faid  office  informed  that 
the  Couragcux ,  the  Aniphion ,  and  two  other  (hips  of  the 
line,  and  two  frigates,  were  in  the  road  waiting  for  the 
Prudent  and  three  frigates  from  Rochfort ,  which  being 
joined,  M.  Perrier  would  fail  very  fpeedily. 

e  Other  advices  of  the  fame  date,  and  to  the  fame  office, 
mention  that  it  was  confidently  reported,  that  eighteen  out 
of  forty-one  fhips  at  Boulogne  were  fitting  :  which,  with 
'orders  concerning  privateers ,  (hewed  that  they  had  fome- 
thing  in  view.  Letters  of  the  12th  inform  that  four  men 
of  war,  three  frigates,  and  three  pinks  were  building  after 
a  new  method,  at  port  1' Orient y  to  be  ready  in  eight 
months  :  and  that  fix  frigates  were  building  at  Nantes. 

f  See  his  letters  dated  19th  and  3 ill. 

boat. 
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boat,  could  fee  only  nine  men  of  war,  five  of 
which  were  as  big  as  the  Princejfa ,  two  of  50 
guns,  and  two  fmaller,  and  fix  fail  of  large 
merchant  fhips,  in  that  harbour. 

Consequently,  though  the  French  aftedted 
to  talk  of,  and  to  threaten  us  with,  an  invafion, 
to  be  headed  by  the  Pretender ,  and  fchemed 
and  conduced  by  Belleijle ,  cc  All  perfons  of 
<c  judgment  (fays  another  intelligent  correfpon- 
dent  with  Lord  Holdernefss  office,  dated  Ja¬ 
nuary  2 1  ft)  cc  agreed  that  it  was  attended  with 
cc  infuperable  difficulties,  and  was  only  intended 
<c  to  alarm  and  dijlrefs  us?  Which,  in  part,  was 
confirmed  by  the  refolution  of  the  French 
court,  at  this  time,  to  fend  troops  to  Canada  g  • 
which,  and  not  a  fleet  of  flat-bottomed  vefifels 
for  tranfports  to  this  lfland,  were  convoyed  by 
the  fquadron  equipped  at  Breft. 

So  that  in  fadt,  there  was  neither  power,  nor 
means,  nor  indeed  the  appearance  o£  an  em¬ 
barkation  fufficient  to  alarm  England  with  an 
invafion  hitherto.  \  et  it  will  be  leen  by  the 
difpofition  of  our  fleets  within  this  month,  that 
the  miniftry  provided  againft  the  equipments 
made  by  the  French  in  the  ports  of  the  ocean, 
and  did  nothing  for  the  fecurity  of  Minorca  and 
Gibraltar. 

\ 

s  See  ‘January  31ft,  in  Lord  Holderntfs  s  office. 

A  LIST 


f  i*3  } 


A  list  of  all  his  Majefty’s  flips  of  war,  or 
Jquadrons  of  fuch  {hips  as  were  equipped 
and  made  ready  for  fea,  within  the  month 
of  January  1756. 

rate,  fliips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea. 

3  Captain ,  70  480  January  iff  1 756. 

6  Lyme ,  24  160  5th. 

3  Somerfet,  70  520  8th. 

5  Pr.  Edward,  44  250  9th. 
fl.  Raven,  10  14  100  10th. 

3  Chichefter,  70  520  14th. 

3  Yarmouth,  70  520  14th. 

3  A 'or  thumb  erlandyo  120  15th. 

3  Edinburgh,  70  480  1 5th. 

3  Monmouth ,  70  480  15th. 

6  Arundel,  24  140  15th. 

3  Vanguard,  70  520  1 6th. 

3  Buckingham,  70  335  17th. 

4  Windfor,  60  400  17th. 

6  Port  Mahon,  24  160  22d. 

11. Hazard ,  8  io  70  22d. 

6  Queenborough,z\  160  23d. 

3  Monarch,  74  75 o  24th. 

4  Medway,  60  420  24th. 

4  Firf  Firebrand,  8  8  55  24th. 

4  Newca/lle,  50  350  26th. 

{[.Difpatcb,  10  14  100  26th. 
fl.  Cruifer,  810  70  27th. 

6  Seajord,  24  160  29th. 

4  Nottingham,  60  400  31ft. 

I 


A  LIST 
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A  list  of  fuch  of  the  (hips  named  in  the  fore¬ 
going  lift h  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed 
into,  or  to  reinforce  particular  fquadrons 
within  the  month  of  'January  1756. 


rate,  fhips  names,  guns.  men.  deftination. 

f  Rear  Admiral  Townfend 
was  ordered  the  6th  of 
Jan .  1756  to  proceed 

4  Dreadnought^ 60  415^  in  her  to  Jamaica ,  to 

relieve  Mr.  Cotes  in  the 
command  of  a  fqua- 
dron  there. 


3  Somerfet,  70 
3  Buckingham ,  70 
3  Swiftfure ,  70 

3  Yarmouth , 

3  Chichefter , 

3  Lancafter , 

3  Vanguard, 


70 

70 

66 

70 


54°1 
535 
5  20 

52° 

520 
520 
520 


Ordered  9th  Jan.  1756 
■  to  proceed  to  the  weft- 

3  Northumberland,*] o  320  ^  ward  under  the  com- 
‘  '  480  mand  of  Vice  Admiral 

480  I  Ojborne. 

400  1 


Elizabeth,  70 
Monmouth,  70 
Wind  for,  to 

Antelope ,  50 

Romney ,  44 

Go (port,  44 

6  Unicorn,  24 

11.  Ferret,  10  14 


3 

3 

4 

4 

5 
5 


TOO 

28o 

25° 

160 

100 


h  see  the  former  parts  of  this  lift,  in  the  feveral  months 
of  September,  Ofiober,  November,  and  December. 

‘  A  monthly 


[  us } 


A  monthly  lift  of  the  Admiralty ,  giving  an 
a b draft  of  the  difpofition  of  the  fhips, 

^  '  m  lea  pay,  for  the  month  of  January 
* 

rate.  fhips. 


DaJl  Indies, 


Plantations , 


Mediterranean. 


1  60 

2  50 
2  40 


Cruifers  and  Convoys, 


off  _Srry? 
Downs 


2 

6 


f  3  1 

1 4  .0 

i|  3 

f Hoops  9 
32 


3  4 

4  7 

<£  s 

6  8 

floopS2  C 
farm.v.  4 

~53 


men. 

975 

660 

140 

90 


865 


1380 


[  II6  ] 

rate. 


Ready,  or  line  44 
Refitting  under  50  10 

Fitting  1 1 

Harbour  fervice  2 


At  home. 


General  abftradh 


(hips. 

2 


3 


7 

26 


(loops  2 
fire  fin  2 
j  yatchs  5 
Lhofi(b-3 


79 


fi 
2 


< 


3 

4 

5 

6 


2 

7 

33 

41 

12 

29 


J  fioops38 
I  arm.  v.4 
\  fire  (h-2 
1  yatchs  5 


lrof.fi1- 3 


L 


men, 


I5I° 

4890 


1392° 


4 

19 

5 

4 

103° 

6 

9 

1400 

i5° 

100 
210 

101 


n 


°596 


1 5 10 

4890 

173 1 5 

*457° 

3120 

438° 

3080 

320 

100 


210 

IOI 


176  49596 


1  f  Fenian  increafed  our  ligh 
The  month  ot  For  letters  o 

rA  « <■-  ** 

» On  the  25th  February. 


frill?- 


[  1  *7  1 

feilks,  with  advice  that  they  were  very  hard  at 
‘work  on  the  imhe  (hips  at  Tmhn ;  that  etgh 
more  were  ordered  to  be  fitted  for  fea ;  that 

Swhh  » train  of  artillery,  and  that  it  war, 
according  to  the  general  report,  defigned  again  t 

Minorca. 


Letters  of  the  13th,  from  the  fame  port  , 
confirmed  this  report,  adding,  that  the  fhips 
were  hove  down,  and  that  they  were  to  convoy 
forty  battalions.  Conful  Biftles .  writes  alfo 
from  Genoa,  that  they  wrought  with  luch  dit- 
patch,  that  they  would  be  ready  to  put  to  fea 
by  the  middle  of  March  in  two  fquadrons  j  one 
for  America  ;  the  other  againft  Minorca.  Capt. 
Edgecombe  at  Leghorn,  aflures  their  Lordlhips 
that  the  French  fleet  at  Toulon  was  then  fitting 
out  in  earned,  and  that  it  was  thought  to  be 
intended  to  furprize  Minorca. 


The  advices  in  Lord  Holdernefss  office  cor¬ 
roborated  the  premifes.  For,  they  wrote  from 
the  Hague',  that  30,000  men  were  ordered  to 
embark  on  the  coafl:  of  Provence  to  make  an 
attempt  upon  Minorca :  which  this  correspondent 
obferved  was  no  very  difficult  undertaking  :  and 
another  writes  that  this  report  might  be  veiy 
true  confidering  the  perfon  from  whom  it  came. 


1  Received  March  2d. 

k  Or  a  (ham  in  order  to  divide  the  Ev^glljh  fleets. 
!  February  10th,  received  on  the  14th. 
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[  1 1 8  ] 

Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  by  letter  to  Mr.  Fox 
dated  February  24th,  hath  this  remarkable 
ientence : — The  uneafinefs  I  feel  comes  from 
^  the  approach  of  an  intended  attack  on  his 
Majeli^  s  dominions  in  the  Mediterranean . — 
I  mean  tne  lfland  of  /VTinorca  in  particular  i 
being  forced  to  this  idea  by  repeated  accounts 
“  of  numbers  of  troops  affembled  at  Marfeilles , 
and  on  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean ,  to  be 
eahiy  tranfported  in  fmall  veflels  under  the 

“  convoy  of  twelve  capital  fhips  ready  to  fail 
<c  from  Toulon  m.” 


This  intelligence  gained  fo  much  credit,  that 
Mr.  Villettes ,  on  the  2d  of  February ,  wrote  from 
Bern,  that  orders  had  been  published  every 
where  by  found  of  trumpet  for  failors  to  repair 
to  Toulon ,  even  upon  the  coafls  of  Boujillon  and 
Languedoc ,  to  mann  the  fhips  ready;  and  that 
they  continued  to  work  on  the  twelve  fhips  with 
the  fame  activity  ;  but  that  he  believed  they  had 
neither  failors  nor  cannon  enough  to  fit  them 

m  This  gentleman  on  the  14th  of  the  fame  month  wrote 
to  General  Blakeney,  in  this  form:  cc  The  great  number 
<c  of  troops  affembled  in  and  about  Marfeilles ,  and  coafts  of 
“  the  Mediterranean ,  feem  to  me  too  ftrong  indications  of 
“  the  place  they  intend  to  attack.  The  facility,  colle&ion 
l<  °f  fmall  vefTels  and  tranfports,  and  the  readinefs,  which 
€t  great  part  of  the  Teuton  fquadron  is  in  to  fail,  to  protect 
“  and  to  co-operate  with  them,  whilft  his  Majefty’s  fqua- 
dron  in  that  fea  is  fo  much  inferior,  give  me  the  ftrongeft 
4<  apprehenfions,  that  they  intend  to  furprize  and  attack 
“  Minorca . 

out. 


MfW. 
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out  However,  by  his  next  letters  of  the  4th 
of  the  fame  month,  he  allowed  that  they  either 
by  chance  or  connivance,  got  a  great  many 
Genoefe  failors. 

He  remarks  that  the  thirty  battalions,  faid 
to  be  marching  into  Provence  were  30,000  men, 
and  that  18,000  loads  of  corn  had  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  their  fubfiftence.  He  complains  that 
the  French  court  changed  their  opinions  [he  (hould 
have  faid  gave  their  orders  under  fuch  difguife\ 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  fix  on  any  thing :  but 
that  it  then  feemed  to  him  that  five  frigates  were 
to  fail  by  themfelves,  to  be  followed  after  by 
jour  (hips  of  the  line,  and  that  eight  others 
would  fail  afterwards.  On  the  twenty- third  he 
confirms  the  march  of  troops  for  Provence: 
mentions  ninety  carpenters  arrived  at  Poulon 
from  Genoa ;  orders  to  take  up  fourteen  Weft- 
India  merchant  fhips  to  be  fent  to  the  faid  port. 

_ _ Yet  this  gentleman  was  unwilling  to  apply 

thefe  preparations  as  intended  againft  Minorca. 
He  rather  chofe  to  infinuate  that  they  were 
made  to  intimidate  the  neighbouring  powers,  in 
order  to  facilitate  an  invafion  or  defcent  on 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 


Consul  Dick  at  Leghorn  on  the  1 6th  of 
February  gives  advice  of  fifty  or  fixty  tranfports 
taken  up  for  the  troops  in  Provence  ;  and  con¬ 
cludes  that  the  motions  of  the  French  threatened 
fome  dangerous  enterprize. 

I  4 


Lord 


I 
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Lord  Brijlol  at  'Turin  writes  on  the  2 1  ft  of 
February  ",  that  repeated  orders  had  been  fent 
to  Toulon  to  halten  the  workmen  :  that  five 
frigates  had  been  all  ready  fome  time,  but  were 
ordered  not  to  fail  till  the  twelve  thips  of  the 
line  fhould  be  thoroughly  equipped  ;  that  then 
they  had  orders  to  fail  together,  with  35,000 
men  for  Minorca :  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
moll  intelligent  people  that  they  would  be  ready 
to  put  to  fea  about  the  beginning  of  rlpril ;  but 
that  he  could  not  believe  they  would  all  be 
completely  equipped  by  that  time,  becaufe  he 
had  the  fullefl  alfurances,  from  thofe  who  had 
been  on  the  fpot,  that  there  was  not  cannon 
fufficient  to  equip  the  twelve  fhips  of  the  line 
in  the  port  of  Toulon.  However  he  allows  that 
there  did  begin  to  appear  fome  preparations  for 
fitting  a  great  number  of  tranfports  and  a  train 
of  artillery;  and  that  a  great  number  of  work¬ 
men  did  daily  pafs  through  Nice  from  Genoa 
to  Toulon0. 

Consul  Births  at  Genoa  mentions  the  hiring 
of  Genoefe  workmen,  and  that  upon  bis  re- 
monltrance  againfl  their  entering  into  the  fervice 
of  France,  care  had  been  taken  to  put  a  flop  to 

"  Received  on  the  8th  of  March. 

°  Sec  his  letters  of  the  21ft  of  February,  received  March 
8th,  and  28th  of  February ,  received  March  15th.  Conful 
Fir  ties  fixes  the  train  at  twenty  four  pieces  of  heavy  cannon, 

1 2)000  cannon  balls,  the. 

1  •  that 
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that  fcheme.  He  likewife  writes  that  the  arma¬ 
ment  of  the  fleet  of  five  frigates  and  twelve  fhips 
of  the  line  went  on  with  great  vigour,  fo  as  to 
be  ready  for  fea  by  the  middle  of  March :  that 
an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  veflels  to  carry  the 
projedts  into  execution:  that  every  thing  was 
getting  ready  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
and  the  train ;  and  that  it  was  talked  there  would, 
be  part  of  the  embarkation  difpatched  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  other  againfl:  Minorca :  which  was 
generally  believed  ;  though  he  would  not  pretend 
to  affirm  it  pofitively. 

But  what  this  wary  gentleman  wanted  in 
pofitivenefs,  was  amply  fupplied  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence  received  from  Captain  Harvey  of  the 
j Phoenix  at  Mahon ,  who,  in  his  letters  p  to  the 
Admiralty,  acquaints  their  Lordfhips  that  2^000 
French  were  quartered  on  the  coall  of  Provence ; 
that  twelve  men  of  war  would  be  ready  within 
the  month  to  fail  from  Foulon  with  five  frigates, 
and  that  it  was  publickly  talked  and  believed  in 
France,  and  other  parts,  that  mofi  certainly  an 
embarkation  was  intended  againfl:  Minorca. 

t  , 

p  Dated  February  7th,  received  March  6th.  Next  day, 
the  fame  gentleman  wrote  to  Lieutenant  General  Fowkey 
informing  him  with  the  fame  defign  againfl  Minorca  ;  and 
declaring  his  belief  of  it.  He  acquainted  him  that  there 
had  been  a  council  of  war,  and  refolutions  taken  to  prepare 
for  a  defence:  but  adds,  we  can  do  nothing  if  you  do  not 
fpecdily  fend  us  forne  beef  \  And  further,  that  the  garrifon 

-was  then  in  great  dijirefs . 

%-  * 

Consul 
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Consul  Banks  at  Carthagena ,  having  firfl 
advifed  ’  that  fix  frigates  had  failed  about  the 
latter  end  of  laft  month  for  the  Levant ;  that 
confiderable  bodies  of  troops  were  in  motion, 
merchant  men  taken  up,  and  other  difpofitions 
were  making,  which  indicated  an  approaching 
embarkation,  or  fome  other  great  enterprize, 
under  convoy  of  all  the  King’s  fhips,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-fix,  fit  to  go  to  fea;  he 
concludes  that  a  French  report  prevailed  in  Spain 
that  the  aforefaid  fquadron  had  put  to  fea  with 
tranfports  having  on  board  20,000  men,  to  be 
landed  on  Minorca. 

General  Blukeney  himfelf  was  fo  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  thefe  concurring  advices,  that 
•  on  the  10th  of  February ,  he  wrote  a  letter  r  to 
Mr.  Fox,  in  which  he  exprefles  himfelf  in  thefe 
terms : — ■“  I  can’t  be  too  early  in  acquainting 
“  you,  Sir,  that  by  different  informations  from 
“  France  and  Spain ,  there  is  great  reafon  to 
“  believe  th t  French  intend  very  fhortly  to  make 
<c  an  attack  upon  this  ifland.  It  is  publickly 
“  talked  of  at  MarJ'eilles  and  Barcelona,  and 
“  founded  upon  an  order  for  25,000  men  to 
“  march  immediately  to  the  fea  coaft  of  Pro- 
“  vence. — Large  boats  built  at  Toulon  to  contain 
“  fixty  men  each,  and  one  twenty-four  pounder: 
“  twelve  fail  of  the  line  abfolutely  ready  to  put 
“  to  fea  in  this  month ;  and  five  frigates  ready 

i  February  25th,  received  March  17th.  Capt.  Edgecombe 
on  the  27th,  received  March  15th,  confirms  the  fame. 

1  Dated  Minorca ,  February  ioth3  received  March  6th. 

u  vie- 


[  I23  ] 

<c  victualled,  and  faid  to  be  under  failing  or- 
“  ders.” 


“  In  confequence  I’ve  called  a  council  of  war; 
“  produced  the  informations,  which  were  con- 
“  firmed  by  a  letter  to  the  fame  purpofe,  di- 
“  reded  to  Captain  Harvey  of  the  Phoenix, 
“  prefent  commiflion  officer  in  this  port.  And 
“  we  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  con- 
“  fidering  who  thefe  informations  came  from, 
“  and  the  reports  every  where  about,  which 
“  feemed  to  tally  with  them,  this  ifland  ought, 
“  with  the  greatefi  fpeed,  to  be  put  in  the  belt 
“  flate  of  defence  it  can ; — and  I  am  accord- 
“  ingly  applying  myfelf  to  every  meafure  I  think 
“  for  the  fafety  and  defence  of  this  place 


5  On  the  6th  of  February  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Dick,  Conful 
at  Leghorn,  to  furnifh  him  with  1000  barrels  of  beef  with 
the  greatefi  difpatch,  not  being  able  to  gain  a  fupply  at 
Gibraltar.  Lieutenant  General  Fowieex cufed  himfelf  in 
this  manner :  “  It  is  a  fatisfadion  to  hear  that  Capt.  Lloyd 
“  of  the  Chefterfield ,  with  provifions,  was  feen  off  Mahon. 

Capt.  Heard  is  taking  in  further  fupplies ;  and  will, 
“  I  hope,  be  fhortly  with  you. — By  two  merchant  fhips 
“  from  off  the  IJle  of  Wight,  I  hear,  two  fquadrons  of  our 
“  fieet  are  ready,  and  exped  to  fail  on  the  firfl  or  fecond 
oi  this  month,  having  been  detained  by  contrary  winds. 

And  as  the  miniflry  mujl  be  under  Jonie  apprehenfcns 
“for  you,  I  am  perfuaded  one  of  thole  fquadrons  is  intended 
“  for  your  protedion  and  afliftance,  and  am  in  daily  hopes 
cr-  of  its  appearing.— We  have  here  in  the  naval  llores  Jix 
“  m°nths  provifions  for  4000  men,  and  I  propofed  fending 
“  about  twenty  tons  in  this  veffel,  but,  on  confulting  with 
Capt.  Beai  d,  he  declined  giving  an  order  for  it ;  and  as 
“  to  our  garrifon,  provifions  are  unluckily  too  Jhort  to  fpare 
any  •,  unlefs  your  necellity  were  greater  than  hope  it  is.” 

Thus 
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Thus  you  find  that  there  was  certain  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  a&ivity  with  which  the  Fre?ich 
had  relumed  the  fitting  out  of  their  Foulon 
fquadron :  of  a  powerful  army,  a  train  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  of  tranfports  for  their  embarkation  : 
that  they  would  be  ready  to  put  to  lea  about  the 
beginning  of  April  at  fartheft :  that  it  was 
•generally  believed  to  be  defigned  againft  Minorca: 
and  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  all  correfpon- 
dents  in  France  and  Spain,  and  of  the  com¬ 
manders  of  our  lhips  and  tranfports  in  the  Me- 
diterranean . 


However,  the  letters  from  the  Hague  feem 
to  have  worked  more  effectually  on  the  Bntifl: 
miniftry,  and  almoft  to  have  driven  the  FouIoji 
armament  from  their  regard. — They  were  full 
of  the  exceliive  preparations  ot  all  kinds  making 
on  the  coaft  of  the  channel  for  an  invajion  .  as 
the  marching  of  feveral  regiments  to  Normandy 
and  Britany  j  or  order  for  forty  battalions  to 
quarter  on  the  coafts,  and  to  Ifore  all  the  foiti- 
fPed  places  with  ammunition  and  provifions. 
They  further  laid,  that  the  court  of  France  had 
in  mold  parts  approved  Bel/ei/le’s  plan,  which 
was  to  alienable  100,000  men  between  Cher¬ 
bourg  and  Dunkirk,  in  order  to  give  equal  un- 
eafinefs  to  the  fouth  and  we/2  parts  of  England , 
and  oblige  them  to  leparate  their  forces ;  and  to 
order  twelve  lhips  of  the  line,  and  twelve  frigates 

to  be  equipped  at  Brejl,  to  facilitate  an  embark - 
1  ation 


/ 


\ 
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-r  tt’anfp'otfs,  eafch  to  carry 

ation  of  000  ai  ^  fmugglers  of  K*»f, 

1 00  men,  *°  P, .  t  three  different  at- 

a#*.  and  Z&  to  be  only  feints,  the  real 
tacks  j  two  of  which  0  1  d  com_ 

one  t0  be  in  the  weft  °‘  ***'  >  who  ^ 

manded  by  the  made  to  this  plan  by 

fwered  all  the  o  je  1  , ,  ■  frelh  fouth 

infilling,  that  it  was  feafible  m  ^  a  ftark 

eafterly  wind,  a.  dark  n  g,  %  the  EngUjh 

tssstztf&Jspei 

1  *  the  fame  office  •  were  received 

''“k'Tfor  fS*S  Wt0hat  i°°,ooo  men  were 
at  Breft  for  iervice .  France,  and 

marching  down  to  the  cc .ft  ^  and 

*«  *«  ^flet  „"twenty  belonging 

fort'{  " nttcb bribed,  and  four  for  privateers, 
to  the  Dutch  not  &  >  convoy  Df  ammu* 

They  alfo  mentione  g  Calais  and  other 

nition  and  Pr0Vlf^S  en  that  M.  Belleijle  was 
preparations  at  Vouay  ■ 

t  See  Letters  of  the  6th  an^G*  °nfotwhlch  alfo  re- 
Holdernefs’s  office  from  the  J  ’many  troops  as  poffible 
lated  a  projeft  for  ^anfport^  of  as  ma.131  ^  fit  out 

to  America,  and  in  order  to  ‘  1  ‘  diftreffing  the  mer- 

a  great  number  of  privateers,  that  by  *  o°the  Britljh 

chants,  they  men  o?f  war  an  opportunity 

"Tr’oceed^Ln-  with  greater  fecurity. 
w  February  ift 


/ 
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expe&ed  at  I) unkirk  at  the  h aad  of  ? 

talrons  dtfpofed  between  that  and  3S  bat' 

that  an  embarkation  was  ta  Iked  oFT'  “d 
raging  manner  •  ic  n l n,  ca  of  Jn  a  very 

the  Lsra  Com, tries.  An“  Sf  t0  ™arch  into 

were  arrived  to  fend  ,11  ,  tr’  ,hat  orders  . 

fitted,  which  waa  ™11  t0 -Scey?  as 

fourth  of  March ;  and  tifat  wdvcft  °  "^*7 

2f  tmn^  ** 

accort“fanreCpearatfe„sthf  “  office  S»«  a" 

appear  all  atU: 

CwfevT  of  a  lfr  wcre  arrived  at 

iewrr  Normandy,  and  of  aTa^^f  ““c  8  in 
royal  artillery  a l  bZuL  J‘f  °  the 
•Krore,  deftined  for  embarkation  h  Vj"°‘  'f  “ 

risifT1"1;  ftor  fiii"g  from  sa^! 

lefted  in  d  P  ?at  t,lere  would  be  cob. 

about  6,oo  /^omcdtatTk  be  mrfe"fe tf 

at  hand,  had  been  at  ^>'//„  fonK  limPe,  a„d 

f timer,.  Mr’  iu’rohm  a'^on  “he  ]cA  ‘T*  J7th  °f 
that  ,  SC  taKT”  : mdaS- 

«“  was  coating  l  ^  ““  *“ 

ex- 
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expe&ed  to  be  joined  by  numbers  at  his  land¬ 
ing. 

They  alfo  remarked  that  the  train  of  aitillery 
was  large,  confided  of  mortars,  bombs,  and  all 
materials  for  forming  a  fiege  ;  throwing  up  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  fortifying  a  camp :  that  a 
number  of  waggons  had  been  provided:  that 
Havre  and  Breji  were  the  ports  to  afifemble  and 
embark  -y  and  that  from  fome  particular  circum- 
ftances  it  might  be  concluded,  that  the  French 
miniftry  was  determined  to  execute  BelleiJ.e  s 
plan,  though  they  were  certain  to  lofe  all  t  e 
vefiels  fent  and  rifque  their  whole  kingdom  • 
but  that  they  hoped  by  their  number  of  beats , 
and  fuperiority  of  fire  from  the  heavy  cannon 
they  were  to  carry,  they  might  form  a  fafe 
paffage,  notwithftanding  they  fhould  meet  with 

the  Engltjh  fleet x. 


February  24th.  The  letters  to  the  faid  office 
informed  that  the  French  were  refolved.  to  in¬ 
vade,  and  even  to  facrifice  half  of  their  kingdom 
to  be  revenged  ;  that  the  preparations  of  offence 
and  defence  were  immenfe,  and  the  train  of 
artillery  was  prodigious :  that  they  threatened> 
in  cafe  they  could  land  their  whole  force,  to 
march  diredtly  to  London :  but  that  fome  engi¬ 
neers  were  of  opinion,  and  the  battering  train, 
and  the  fhips  ordered  to  aflemble  at  B ?  eji  and 


*  Advices  in 


Lord  Holdcrnefs  s  office,  Feb*  7th,  1756. 

¥  oulon 
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Toulon  ^  confirmed  that  it  was  intended  firft  to 
fecure  Portfmouth r. 

Sir  Benjamin  Keene  writes  to  Mr.  Fox  his 
fentiments  on  this  invafion  in  the  fame  letter  by 
which  he  informed  him  of  the  defign  againft 
Minorca:  “  From  the  number  of  troops,  fays 
he,  “  afiembled  on  the  French  coafts,  that  are 
S£  neareft  to  his  Majefty’s  dominions;  the  ex- 
“  tenfive  command  and  affive  inveterate  fpirit 
tc  of  Marfhal  Belleifle  :  his  difcourfes,  when  a 
“  prifoner,  that  with  a  regiment  of  Greffins  he 

would  undertake  to  march  from  one  end  of 
<c  England  to  the  other  ;  and  from  the  naval 
“  preparations  at  Brejl  to  co-operate  with  the 
“  troops,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  the  refolution  of 
tc  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  attempt  a  defcent  on 
“  Great  Britain.  The  expence  is  made.  They 
“  have  not  troops  to  cope  with  us  at  fea :  and 
“  the  great  and  falutary  meafures  taken  by  his 
“  Majefty  by  his  preventive  treaties,  have  left 
<c  no  door  open,  nor  even  a  poffibility  of  em- 
“  ploying  their  formidable  army  on  the  Con- 
fl  tinent.  This  therefore  is  the  only  means  left 
<c  them  for  pouring  forth  their  wrath  againft  us. 
“  And  what  will  they  lofe  but  men  ?  whom 

y  Other  letters  of  the  25th  fay,  no  doubt  the  French 
King  is  fcrioujly  refolved  to  invade  England.  Agreeable  to 
this  advice  the  Admiralty  the  fame  day  was  informed,  that 
a  mailer  of  a  veflel  belonging  to  Rotterdam ,  who  had  left 
Caen  on  the  20th,  reported  that  troops  were  cantoned  about 
Cape  Barjkur ,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  invade  the  Britijh 
dominions, 

“  they 
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“  they  can  well  fpare,  in  cafe  they  Should  be 
c<  disappointed  in  their  attempt. 

Yet  if  we  attend  to  the  following  intelli¬ 
gence,  it  wilt  be  found  that  all  thefe  prepara- 
dons  were  no  other  than  feints,  on  the  part  of 
France-,  and  that  Sir  Benjamin’s  Speculations 
and  terrors,  about  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain, 
were  Sufficient  to  weigh  with  tne  Bvitijh  mini¬ 
stry,  So  as  to  confine  their  armaments  entirely  to 
home  Service,  b  or,  the  leaft  attention  to  the 
nature  of  all  thefe  intelligences,  concerning  an 
invafion,  will  find  that  there  was  not  neai  the 
lame  certainty  of  a  refolution  to  make  a  defcent 
on  Great  Britain ,  as  there  was  on  Minorca.  . 

The  advices  of  the  6th  of  February ,  which 
reported  that  Some  imagined  a  defcent  would 
a&ually  take  place,  delivered  it  as  the  more 
probable  opinion,  that  the  French  only  made  a 
Shew  of  a  defcent  to  alarm,  and  to  make  England 
more  watchful  of  their  own  coafb,  while  they 
transported  t troops  to  America. 

The  bugbear  of  three  fquadrons  fitting  out 
at  Ere  ft  was  known  on  the  fir  ft  of  February,  to 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  iquadron  under  M. 
Perrier  to  fail  to  St.  Donnngo  ,  another  under 
M.  Beaufremont,  to  guard  the  coafts ;  and  the 
third  under  M.  Con  fans,  to  protect  their  colonies. 
So  that  nothing  could  be  feared  from  the  naval 
power  of  France  in  the  channel z. 

z  In  Lord  Holdernefd  suffice,  February  ift?  1756* 

K  The 
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I  he  very  pretence  of  employing  100,000 
troops  in  an  expedition  of  this  kind,  might  have 
convinced  that  it  was  not  fertous ;  fuch  a  nume¬ 
rous  army  {landing  in  need  of  more  veffels  and 
necefTaries  than  the  kingdom  of  France  could 
furnifh.  But  oblerve  what  they  thought,  who 
tranfmitted  the  intelligence  of  thefe  motions  : — 
“  It  is  believed,  lays  one  a,  that  their  motion  to 
tC  the  fea  coaft  is  nothing  but  an  affcSled parade 
‘‘  of  marches  and  counter-marches  or,  as  an¬ 
other  11  of  the  fame  date,  “  An  army  to  fkreen 
“  their  own  coafls  from  a  defcent,  and  to  inti- 
<f  midate  England 

V 

On  the  6th  of  February  it  was  allured,  that 

neither  armament,  nor  embarkation  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Barnham  himfelf  writes  to  Mr.  Atm  and. \ 

* 

on  the  28th,  that  he  had  learned  the  fame  day 
from  Calais ,  that  the  troops  ordered  from  the 
interior  parts  of  France  to  the  fea  coafls  had 
received  counter-orders :  and  that  every  thing 
for  the  prefent,  feemed  very  quiet  at  Calais . 
And  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  informed 
by  letters  of  the  24th,  that  Capt.  Whitwell  of 
the  Roebuck ,  had  looked  into  the  port  of  Havre , 
and  alfo  examined  the  crews  of  two  8 'panijh 
fnows  from  thence  •  and  that  from  what  he 
could  fee  and  learn,  there  were  neither  troops 
nor  veffels  of  any  fort  collecting  in  that  port  5 

a  February  iff,  in  Lord  Hcldernefs*  s  office. 
b  Ditto,  and  letters  of  the,  14th  ditto. 


that 
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that  all  reports  of  fuch  armaments  were  falfe, 
and  that,  including  two  frigates  on  the  flocks 
ready  to  be  launched,  and  two  others  of  30  and 
40  guns  fent  from  Breft  a  few  days  before  to  be 
refitted,  there  were  in  that  port  no  more  than 
fourteen  or  fixteen  fail  of  dripping. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  very  extraordinary  that 
his  Majefty  was  advifed  to  fend  a  meflage  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  23d  of  this  month, 
fignifying,  ££  That  he  had  received  repeated 
“  advices  from  different  places  and  perfons,  that 
cc  a  defign  had  been  formed  by  the  French  court 
cc  to  make  an  hoftile  invafion  upon  Great  Bn~ 
“  tain  or  Ireland ;  and  that  the  great  preparations 
“  of  land  forces,  fhips,  artillery,  and  warlike 
c£  flores,  were  then  notoriouily  making  in  the 
<£  ports  of  France ,  oppofite  to  the  Bntijh  coafls, 
c£  left  little  room  to  doubt  of  the  reality  of  fuch 
£C  a  defien  :  that  he  had  not  only  augmented 
“  his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  to  put  his  kingdoms 
“  into  a  pofture  of  defence;  but  that  he  had 
“  ordered  tranfports  to  bring  over  hither  a  body 
“  of  Hefjian  troops,  in  order  further  to  ftrengthen 
“  himfcif.”  Without  taking  the  leaft  notice  of 
the  advices  concerning  the  hoflile  invafion  of 
Minorca ;  repeated  with  greater  certainty,  and 
from  perfons  of  greater  credit  than  a  Dutch 
fkipper  ;  or  of  any  meafures  taken  by  his  rni- 
niftry  for  its  defence. 

K  2  It 


% 
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It  is  true  there  appears  an  order  in  the  War 
office ,  dated  the  3d  of  February ,  for  all  the 
ablent  officers  from  Minorca,  except  General 
Hujke,  to  repair  to  their  pods.  But  there  was  no 
paffage  provided  for  them  till  the  fixth  of  April, 
when  they  /ailed  with  Admiral  Byng,  And  not 
a  fhip  fent  to  the  Mediterranean,  as  you  will 
fee  by  the  following  lifts c. 


A  list  of  all  his  Majefty’s  /hips  or  fquadrons 
ol  fuch  fliips  as  were  equipped  and  made 
ready  for  the  fea  within  the  month  of 
February  1756. 


rate,  fliips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea, 

11.  Swift ,  8  10  70  3d  February  1756. 

100  5th. 

70  5th. 

7° 


fl.  Swan,  10 
11.  Happy  5  8 

fl.  Ranger ,  8 

4  Hampfhire , 

5  Roebuck , 

6  Sqmrrel , 

3  Intrepid, 

4  Fork , 

6  Wincbefea , 

6  Sheernefs , 
fl.  Salt  a/!:,  10 

fl.  8 

ft.  Peggy,  8 
2  Rami  Hies , 


6th. 


H 

10 
10 

50  300  7th. 
44  220  7th. 
24  160  10th. 
64  480  nth. 
60  420  1  ith. 
160  nth. 
160  13th. 
100  13th. 
70  14th. 
70  15th. 
90  750  1 6th. 


24 

2  A 
1 

H 

1  o 
I  o 


c  Sec  the  former  parts  of  thefe  lifts  in  the  months  of 
September,  Ottober,  November ,  December,  and  January. 

3  Ferrible , 
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Terrible , 


A  A  •  -  -  -  / 

3  Cambridge , 
11.  Hounds  io 
Torbay , 


3  Culloden , 

3  Orjord , 

3  Revenge , 

4  RocheJtery 

3  Ipfwich , 

4  Dunkirk , 
3  Ludlow c a 


4  #r> 


5 

6 


Lime , 


guns. 

men. 

when  made  ready  for  fea. 

7° 

615 

19th  February  1756. 

14 

100 

20th. 

80 

650 

2 1  ft* 

t 

14 

100 

2 1  ft* 

74 

700 

25th. 

74 

600 

25th. 

70 

52° 

25th. 

70 

480 

25th. 

5° 

35° 

25th. 

7° 

480 

26th. 

60 

420 

26tll. 

444 

250 

26tll. 

H 

80 

27th. 

5° 

35° 

28th. 

44 

250 

28th. 

24 

160 

29th. 

<T 

D 


A  list  of  fuch  fhips  named  in  the  foregoin 
lift  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed  into,  or 
to  reinforce  particular  fquadrons  within  the 
month  of  February  1756. 


rate,  fhips  names,  guns,  men. 


deftination. 


3  Captain , 

3  Edinburgh , 

4  Medway, 

4  Ne%vcajtle , 


70  480 
70  480 
60  420 

5°  35° 


‘Ordered  17th  1756  to 
accompany  the  Hamp- 
yZ>/r<?andoutwardbound 
<  Eaft  India  fhips  1 00 
leagues  into  the  lea, 
and  then  to  return  to 
\fopithead. 

K  3  2  3f, 


I 


if 
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It 
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r  is- 

rate,  fhips  names,  guns.  men. 


2  St.  George ,  go  730 

3  Monarch ,  74  7 1  5 

3  Orfordy  jo  3 20 

3  Culloden ,  74  600 

3  Northumberland,  jo  320 
3  Captain ,  70  480 

3  Edinburgh ,  70  480 

4  Eorky  60  420 

4  Dunkirk y  60  420 

4  Medway y  60  420 

4  Dewcajtle,  ^  o  ^30 

fl.  Sewan>  jo  14  100 


■] 

defiination. 

\ 

The  Admiralty  informed 
that  fix  fail  of  French  men 
of  war  had  failed  from  Brejl^ 
ordered  Sir  hdward  Hawke 
on  the  2yth  of  February  to 
put  to  lea  immediately  with 
this  fquadron  ;  but  he  was 
detained  till  the  12th  of 
Tfo;  r/:7  by  contrary  winds  : 
on  which  day  he  failed  with 
tne  Lajl  India  fhips  to  con- 
voy  150  leagues  weflward 
ot  UJhant .  He  was  then  or¬ 
dered  to  return  to  Cape  Or- 
tugal ,  and  cruife  in  the  bay 
to  prevent  French  fhips  put¬ 
ting  to  fea  from  Brejl  or 
Rochfort ,  or  to  intercept  the 
ioidaid  French  fquadron; 
which  his  inftrudtions  di¬ 
rected  to  be  the  principal 
objedl  of  his  attention. 


A  monthly  lift  of  the  Admiralty ,  giving  an 

abftraft  of  the  difpofition  of  the  thins, 

(sc.  m  lea  pay,  for  the  month  of  February 

1756.  J 


Fuji  Indies, 


men. 

975 

660 

140 

90 


6 


Plan- 


t  135  3 

rate. 


PlantaU  ons , 


1  60 

Mediterranean ,  2  50 

1  44 
3  2  5 


Convoys  and  Cruifers, 


Vice  Adrn.  ?  j  fl0Gp<  5 
Ojborne ,  f  '  ^6 

Vice  Admiral  7 


Smith.,  Downs  >  1 3 


At  Home, 


Y".-  ’ 


General  abftrad, 
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rate. 

fhips. 

men. 

r~ 

I 

2 

1510 

O 

7 

4B90 

3 

34 

l8o55 

4 

42 

14870 

5 

12 

3120 

<  6  3  0 

|  H00PS38 

4540 

3080 

arm 

.  v.4 

320 

fire  fid .2 

I  OO 

vatchs  c 

*  j 

2  IO 

|_hof  ft],  ^ 

IOI 

179 

50796 

The  time  of  adion  drawing  nigh,  and  no 
preparations  of  a  fleet,  nor  army  made  by  the 
Englijh ,  to  oppofe  the  grand  enterprize  under¬ 
taken  at  Toulon the  Duke  of  Richelieu ,  at  Lyons , 
on  the  road  to  take  the  command  of  the  em¬ 
barkation,  openly  declared  its  deftination  was 
again  ft  Minorca  and  to  befiege  Mahon-,  of  which 
M.  Villettes  did  not  fail  to  give  advice  d. 

This  fame  gentleman  alfo,  within  the  courfe 
of  this  month,  tranfmitted  fuch  other  advices, 
as  might  be  fufficient  to  put  the  Marfhal’s  de¬ 
claration  out  of  all  doubt.  For  his  letters  of 
the  firft  relate,  that  the  whole  marine  at  Mar- 
fcilles  was  in  motion:-  that  befides  the  Weft  India 
fhips  in  laft  month’s  account,  twenty  others 

d  Dated  Bern,  March  1  ?„ 

1 


burthen 
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burthen  2000  quintals,  were  taken  up :  that 
the  prefis  for  feamen  was  very  brifk :  that  troops , 
artillery ,  bombs ,  powder ,  csV.  were  continually 
arriving  in  that  neighbourhood  :  and  that,  as 
they  were  carrying  on  an  armament  in  the 
neighbouring  provinces  of  Spain ,  with  greater 
activity,  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  two  courts  had 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar  in  view  e. 

He  particularly  obferved  that  GallaJJioniere 
was  arrived  to  command  the  fleet :  that  [even 
fhips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates  were  actually 
in  the  roadf:  that  they  were  fhipping  6000 
bombs,  30,000  weight  ofbifcuits:  that  twelve 
fhips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates  would  be  ready 
to  lail  by  the  beginning  of  flp?~ilh :  that  four 
gallies,  four  xebecks,  and  feven  or  eight  other 
veflels,  fit  for  fuch  a  fervice,  were  ordered  to 
attend  the  fleet,  and  to  carry  the  ammunition, 
amongfl:  which  he  numbers  tor  the  Sand  fervice 
2500  oxen,  6000  rations  of  hay,  6000  fafcines, 
1000  barrels  of  gunpowder,  12  cannon  of  36 

e  Concluding,  In  thefe  circumflances*,  it  will  be  very 
difficult  for  the  Englijh  to  prevent  their  being  taken 
‘c  particularly  Mahon ,  which  is  not  ftrong  on  the  land 
“  fide,  and  where  they  cannot  fend  an  army  capable  of 
€C  preventing  an  invafion.” 

f  Before  the  firft  of  March ,  the  date  of  his  letter. 
g  Letter  of  March  8th. 

11  Letters  of  March  8th  and  13th,  viz.  the  Foudroyant , 
peirced  for  100,  armed  with  90  guns  ;  five  of  74  guns, 
tiiree  64  guns,  and  three  of  50  guns ;  frigates,  one  of 
38  guns,  one  of  30,  two  of  24,  and  one  of  20  guns. 
Letter  of  March  24th. 

pounders. 
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pounders,  24  of  24  pounders,  8  of  12  pounders  5 
8  mortars  of  1 2  inches ;  6  of  8  inches,  befides 
petards,  fufees,  &c.  that  there  had  iffued  a  pro¬ 
clamation  for  mahers  of  merchant  fliips,  cap¬ 
tains,  clerks,  and  cadets,  to  appear  to  ferve  on 
board  the  King  s  fhips  j  that  cloth  had  been 
bought  at  Marjetlles  for  i'o  tents,  and  orders 
illacd  for  fixty  tranfports :  that  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  they  had  actually  got  ten  fhips  of  the  line 
in  the  road,  and  two  more  would  be  ready  in  a 
week:  that  at  Toulon  a  furprizing  number  of 
hands  were  employed,  and  every  thing  was  put 
in  pradlice  to  haften  the  works,  and  to  arm  the 
fleet,  which  did  not  require  much  time  :  that 
on  the  26th  they  had  completed  the  loading  of 
the  tranfports,  and  had  taken  up  more  :  that 
they  ft  ripped  the  fea  and  the  land  and  the  ifiands 
of  their  artillery  and  ammunition,  to  arm  the 
fleet  at  Toulon:  that  all  thele  fteps  left  no  room 
to  doubt,  but  that  an  attack  would  be  made  on 
Mahon ;  and  that  M.  Richelieu  was  to  fet  out 
next  morning  from  Marfeilles  to  Toulon ,  and  the 
whole  fleet  and  embarkation  of  23  battalions  of 
foot,  and  one  of  artillery,  would  be  in  readinefs 
to  fail  on  the  fifth  of  Tlpri! ,  every  thing  fince 
the  MarfhaPs  arrival,  being  pufhed  on  with  the 
greateft  hurry  \ 

*  Letters  of  the  8th,  13th,  22d,  24th,  26th,  and  29th. 

This  is  the  true  ffate  of  the  intelligence  received  by 
M.  Villettcs  from  Marfeilles  and  'Toulon  :  but  in  mod  of 
his  letters,  that  conveyed  tkcjc  fafts  to  his  principals  in 
England  he  has  endeavoured  to  put  a  quite  different  inten- 

Thes* 
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These  fa£ts  were  confirmed  from  every 
quarter,  in  the  mod  effential  points.  Lord 
Brijlol  from  Turin  writes,  ( March  6th k)  to  Mr. 


tion  to  all  the  French  armament  than  their  appearances 
could  warrant. 

At  one  time  ( March  I  ft)  he  thinks  it  not  impojjible ,  that: 
under  the  pretence  of  attacking  Mahon^  the  French  were 
making  thefe  great  preparations  to  take  poffeflion  of  Corficay 
in  order  to  be  nearer  Italy .  At  another  ( March  8th)  he 
adds,  that  notwithftanding  all  thefe  orders,  and  the  Teeming 
preparations  for  tranfpprting  of  troops,  for  their  landing, 
and  for  a  fiege,  they,  who  watch  things  clofely  are  of 
opinion ,  that  the  whole  is  but  a  feint  to  oblige  the  Englijh 
to  fend  troops  and  a  ftrong  fejuadron  into  the  Ivlediterranean^ 
and  leave  their  own  coafts  expofed  :  Nay,  fays  he,* 
[March  1 2th)  all  this  noify  march  of  troops  will  end  in  a 
camp  to  be  formed  this  bummer  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Marfeilles.  Then  he  fhifts  the  feene  of  adlion  from  Corfca 
to  North  America. — “  The  armament  at  Toulon  (he  thinks 
on  March  12th)  feems  rather  intended  for  an  expedition 
<c  to  Canada  than  Minorca ,  if  they  can  deceive  the  vigi- 
cc  lance  or  the  Englijh  in  the  Mediterranean ,  or  the  ocean, 
to  fend  a  convoy  thither,  becaufe  the  twenty  fhips  taken 
“  into  the  tranfport  fervice,  are  all  Maloefe  perfe&ly  ac- 
“  quainted  with  the  feas  of  North  America ,  and  ftrono-er 
cc  than  thofe  ot  Provence ,  which  were  rejected.”  And  not 
able  to  invent  any  other  deftination,  this  gentleman 
returns  to  his  former  expedient  of  file  wing  the  imprac¬ 
ticability  ot  fitting  out  the  fleet,  tdc.  as  reported.  On 
the  19th  he  writes,  that  they  ft  ill  were  in  great  want  of 
cannon  ;  were  forced  to  employ  joiners,  not  fit  for  the 
work  mftead  of  carpenters  ;  and  that  they  had  not  Tailors 
to  haif  mann  their  fleet,  except  Tent  out  of  the  wed  •  and 
that,  alter  all,  it  appeared  to  him,  the  preparations  were 
earned  on  in  a  manner,  one  would  imagine,  rather  to 
ngi  en  than  to  hurt  the  Englijh:  for  that  «  he  much 

«  <!°ubted  whether  the  fleet  would  fail  out  of  Toulon,  or 
not.  March  igth,  24th,  and  26th. 
k  Received  March  20th. 


Fox 
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Fox,  Cc  I  have  juft  heard  there  are  eleven  {hips 
<c  on  the  point  of  failing  out  of  "Toulon ,  three 
<c  frigates  of  24  guns,  one  of  30,  one  of  50,  and 
cc  fix  Ships  of  the  line,  carrying  70  to  76  guns , 
cc  two  other  large  fhips  fitting  out  with  great 
cc  expedition,  but  complement  of  failors  on 
cc  board  each  very  defective,  notwithstanding 
cc  they  have  preffed  Superannuate  men  and  young 
<c  ufe!efs  boys.  There  are  twenty-two  battalions 
cc  of  infantry,  and  two  battalions  of  artillery, 
<c  quartered  on  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterraneeni ; 
<c  and  the  report  of  an  invafion  being  intended 
<c  on  the  ifland  of  Minorca  is  very  Strong  ;  of 
tc  which  I  have  given  notice  to  the  commanding 
cc  officer  at  Mahon?  On  the  13  th  1  he  men¬ 
tions  forty  tranfport  Ships  hired  for  an  embark¬ 
ation,  and  an  order  for  more  to  be  taken  up : 
that  1000  Sailors  and  upwards  had  been  fent 
from  Genoa  for  the  fleet  at  Toulon ,  and  that 
MarShal  Richelieu ,  Duke  de  Mirepoix ,  and  other 
general  officers  were  arrived  in  Provence.  On 
the  20th  m  he  writes,  that  the  French  were  fitting 
out  all  the  gallies  and  xebecks  in  the  ports  of 
Provence •  were  loading  a  large  Ship  with  fafcines, 
and  that  they  were  preparing  every  thing  necef- 
fary  for  carrying  on  a  liege.  And  on  the  27th  n 
his  LordShip  inclofed  the  following  lift  of  the 
Ships  in  c Toulon ,  three  of  74  guns,  four  of  64, 
one  frigate  of  24,  and  of  20  in  the  road  ,  three 


\ 


1  Received  April  2d. 
m  Received  April  7th. 
'•Received  April  13th. 
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of  30  guns  failed  to  convoy  victuallers :  in  the 
dock  one  of  80  guns,  lower  tier  brafs,  two  of  64, 
and  one  of  50,  which  three  waited  for  cannon: 
three  of  fifty  guns,  and  one  of  46,  remained  in 
port,  having  no  cannon  at  all :  one  of  80  guns, 
one  of  40,  one  of  50,  and  one  of  36  could  not 
be  finifhed  in  a  great  while  for  want  of  timber 
and  artillery. 

Consul  Birtles  from  Genoa  advifes  on  the 
6th  of  March  °,  that  fourteen  large  drips  of  300 
tons,  and  encreafed  pa  few  days  after  to  nineteen, 
were  freighted  at  Toulon  for  three  months  on 
account  of  the  government,  which  mounted  from 
20  to  24  guns  each  :  that  an  embargo  had  been 
laid  on  160  fmali  tartans:  that  the  greateft  pre¬ 
parations  were  making  at  Marfeilles  and  Toulon , 
and  coaft  of  Provence  for  an  embarkation  that 
ever  was  known  :  that  at  Toulon  they  worked 
incefiantly  on  the  large  fhips,  being  fupplied 
with  fhipwrights  and  carpenters  from  Naples  : 
that  five  frigates  of  24  to  50,  and  eight  Ihips 
\  from  70  to  76  guns  were  got  into  the  road,  and 
would  be  completely  manned  in  a  few  days, 
failors  arriving  daily  from  all  parts :  that  twenty- 
two  battalions  were  cantoned  near  Toulon :  that 
25,000  of  wheat  were  arrived  from  Lan- 

guedoc ;  and  that  they  made  no  fecret  of  their 
defign,  and  pubhckly  talked  of  making  a  defcent 
on  Minorca  L  He  by  the  lame  packet  gave  ad- 

8  Received  March  22d. 

p  Letter  of  the  10th. 

q  Letters  of  March  6  th  and  10th,  received  April  2d. 
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vice  alfo  of  the  an  ival  of  Gallaffioniere ,  and  of  a 
iepoit  tnat  part  of  this  embarkation  was  defigned 
foi  America  -y  and  concludes  r  his  intelligence 
in^  this  month  with  an  account,  that  they  had 
taken  up  more  (hips  for  tranfports;  and  that  at 
Toulon  were  three  (hips  of  74  guns,  four  of  60 
to  64,  three  frigates  of  30,  one  of  24,  and  one 
of  20  in  the  load  to  be  joined  in  three  or  four 
days  by  the  Foudroyant  of  80  (which  in  other 
lifts  has  been  erroneoufly  called  a  90  or  100) 
guns,  two  others  of  64,  and  one  of  30  getting 
ready  with  great  difpatch,  only  waiting  for  half 
their  guns :  befides  five  others  in  total  want  of 
cannon,  four  frigates  and  an  80  gun  fhip  on 
the  ftocks,  which  will  require  time  for  want  of 
timber  and  artillery. 

Consul  Banks ,  at  Carthagena  in  Old  Spain , 
after  mentioning  120,000  men  in  the  fouthern 
provinces  of  France  ready  to  march,  befides  a 
grand  train  of  artillery,  (lores,  &c  preparing  for 
the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean ,  and  that  they 
were  bufy  in  building  a  particular  fort  of  fiattifh 
veffels  to  carry  one  gun  of  26  pound-ball,  and 
companv  of  foldiers,  befides  feamen  ;  adds  that 
he  expedted  the  fleet  would  fail  with  the  tranf¬ 
ports  from  Toulon  about  the  end  of  next  month  : 
that  it  was  to  be  augmented  by  lix  more  (hips 
of  the  line,  and  eighteen  veffels  to  be  fitted  out 
as  frigates,  and  that  he  that  very  day  had  feen  a 
letter  from  an  officer  of  dillindtion  at  Paris , 

'  .Letter  of  March  27th,  received  April  13th. 

who 
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who  faid  that  great  preparations  in  the  fouthern 
parts  would  continue  with  great  vigour  till  the 
middle  of  April y  when  they  would  begin  fuch 
operations  as  would  greatly  lurprize  all  Europe  \ 

Consul  Millar  at  Barcelona ,  by  letters  of 
the  fame  date  informed,  that  it  was  looked  upon 
in  Spain  as  very  certain  that  the  dehgn  of  all 
preparations  making  on  the  Mediterranean  coafts 
were  again  ft  Minorca :  that  they  continued  to 
work  with  vigour  on  their  fihips  at  ‘Toulon :  that 
twenty-two  battalions  were  arrived  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  expended  to  be  augmented  to 
forty  battalions :  that  forty  fhips  more  had  been 
ordered  for  tranfports,  fo  that  they  had  now 
taken  up  above  iooveftels:  that  they  embarked 
fafcines,  gabions,  and  other  neceflaries  for  a  liege  ; 
and  that,  though  only  nine  capital  fhips  were  yet 
got  ready  to  put  to  fea  on  account  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  to  get  feamen,  lie  believed  the  other  fhips 
would  be  ready  by  the  1 5th  of  April. 

Sir  Benjamin  Keene  on  the  2  2d  of  March  \ 
wrote  to  Mr.  Fox,  that  notwith Handing  the 
want  of  French  failors,  which  had  reta'  ded  the 
embarkation,  it  was  intended  to  be  put  in  exe¬ 
cution  the  beginning  of  next  month,  twelve 
capital  fhips,  and  fix  frigates,  being  already  in 
the  road  at  Toulon :  and  that  Mr.  Millar  had 

*  Letters  dated  24th  of  March ,  received  April  29th. 

1  Received  April  7th,  with  a  letter,  from  the  Conful  at 
Barcelona ,  inclofed,  to  the  fame  effedb 
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received  a  letter  from  General  Blakeney ,  with 
advice  dated  the  5th  of  March ,  that  they  were 
ready  to  fail,  and  every  thing  prepared  for  an 
embarkation  ;  and  again  on  the  24th,  that  the 
Toulon  fquadron  was  to  be  joined  by  eighteen 
merchantmen  capable  of  mounting  upwards  of 
20  guns,  and  then  fitting  out  at  Toulon. 

The  certainty  of  this  expedition  had  already 
gained  belief  in  Holland .  For,  though  the  letters 
of  the  1 2th  of  March  u,  gave  credit  to  the  vague 
report  of  the  French  miniftry’s  defign  on  Cor/ica : 
they  mention  for  certain,  that  afterwards  they 
would  endeavour  to  make  themfelves  mafters 
of  Port  Mahon .  And  on  the  2 2d  and  26th  w 
they  confirm  the  embarkation  from  Toulon  for 
Minorca ,  to  be  commanded  by  M.  Richelieu. 

Consul  Dick  at  Leghorn ,  in  his  advices  to 
Mr.  Fox  on  the  8th  of  March*,  informs  that 
the  French  were  taking  up  15,000  tons  of  fhip- 
oing  at  Toulon  for  tranfports,  and  100  tartans  to 
ae  ready  on  the  1  5th  :  that  twenty-two  battalions 
were  to  embark,  which  fome  people  apprehended 
were  defigned  againft  Minorca,  but  that  his  in¬ 
telligence  faid  for  Cor/ica  :  that  fix  frigates  and 
fourteen  fhips  of  war  were  ready  to  fail ;  and 
that  they  expeded  fourteen  large  merchant- 
fhips y  from  Marfetlles  for  carriage  of  bombs, 

u  Received  on  the  14th  of  March. 

Received  April  2d. 

K  Received  2 2d. 

y  Letter  dated  15th  March ,  received  April  2d. 

am- 


I  145  ] 

ammunition,  &c.  and  1000  oxen,  &c.  from 
Arles:  that  the  army  was  encreafed  to  twenty- 
five  battalions,  800  matrofles,  one  company  of 
miners,  and  a  company  of  pioneers  ready  to 
embark. 

1  shall  conclude  thefe  advices  with  the  in¬ 
telligence  fent  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty y 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  this  month,  informed 
their  Lordfhips  that  mofl  believed  the  embarka¬ 
tion  making  at  Foulon  was  intended  againft  Mi- 
?iorca 2 :  that  eight  more  fhips  were  to  be  added : 
and  that  the  garrifon  of  Mahon  expected  hourly 
to  be  attacked  \  They  alfo  had  the  following 
lift  of  the  ftate  of  the  marine  on  the  21ft  of 
March  1756  at  Foulon. 

Vaifleaux  en  mer,  le  Pamone  30  can.  relache  en 
Rochfort .  Vaifleaux  en  armament,  le  Foudroy - 
anty  80  can.  le  Conronne ,  Femerairey  Redoubt¬ 
able  ,  Guerriery  74  can.  le  Content ,  Frit  on. 
Sage ,  Orphee ,  64  can.  le  Fiery  Hippotomaney 
50  can.  la  'Junon,  40  can.  la  Rofe ,  30  can.  le 
GracieuXy  Nymph ,  Fopaz ,  24  can.  Pleiadey 
26  can.  en  tout  17  vaifleaux  le  efcadre  de 
M.  de  la  GallaJJioniere . 

Vaifleaux  en  etat,  le  Hector  y  74  can.  Vallianty 
Ac  hi  Iky  Hercule  64  can,  Oriflammey  50  can. 
en  tout  5. 

2  Capt.  Edgecombe  $  letter  of  March  7th,  received  April 

a  Capt.  Edgecombe's  letter  dated  Mahon ,  March  24th 
received  April  27,  he  adds,  that  the  garrifon  was  as  much 
upon  its  guard  and  in  as  good  condition  for  defence  as  pof- 
\  fible,  conftder'tng  our  Jituatton ,  and  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon. 

L  Vaif- 


t  146  ] 

Vaifleaux  hors  de  etat,  le  Ferme ,  74  can.  aRa- 
dou&er,  l  Ocean ,  Centaure ,  Souverain,  74  can. 
/  Oifeauxy  Mmerve >  26  can.  fur  les  chan  tiers  : 
le  Prott'dlcur,  74  can.  Fantajqae Modtjle,  64 
can.  A  mettre  fur  les  chantiers,  en  tout  9. 


Br  which  accounts  it  appears  that  the 
had  a  formidable  fleet  in  the  port  of  Toulon,  and 
1^12^  eveiy  meafure  was  tried  to  put  it  into  a 
condition  to  ftrike  fome  great  blow  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean. 

*  1 

* 

The  intelligence  concerning  the  equipments 
at  Breji  and  Rochjort ,  and  the  appearances  of  an 
invafon,  amounts  to  no  more  than,  at  Bref  fix 
fhips  of  the  line  were  gone  into  the  road :  that 
thefe  were  to  be  augmented  to  a  fleet  of  twenty- 
two  fhips  of  the  line  and  ten  frigates,  under  the 
command  of  M.  Concerns,  fome  of  which  to  be 
fitted  to  tranfport  6000  troops  for  Canada :  that 
M.  Perrier  had  failed  Feb.''  19,  with  four  fhips 
of  the  line  and  three  frigates,  and  a  convoy  of 
fix  frigates  for  St.  Domingo  b :  that  the  equip¬ 
ment  at  Brefl  went  on  brifkly,  and  nine  fhips 
would  be  foon  ready  at  Rocb/ort  to  join  Confam: 
that  M.  d  Aubigny,  failed  from  Breft  with  the 
Prudent  and  two  frigates  for  the  Weft  Indies c, 
and  that  the  flats  of  the  French  marine  at  Breft 
and  Rochjort  was  exact  according  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  lifts  : 

■*»**"*'  „ 

b  Letter  in  Lord  Holder nefs  office,  March  7th. 

€  Letter  in  Lord  Holdcrnefs’s  office,  March  22d. 
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Vaiffeaux  en  mer,  port  de  Brefl ,  le  Courageux> 
74  can.  Prowee,  64  can.  Amwion,  Aigle ,  50 
can.  Fleur  de  Lis ,  30  can.  Emeralde ,  28  can. 
commandes  par  M.  Perrier  Chef  d’efcadre, 
pour  '*S7.  Dominique .  La  Comet e,  Blonde , 
Bruh'e ,  Amethyjle ,  30  can.  partis  de  Havre 
aller  a  Brefl :  La  Thetis ,  Cumberland ,  24  can. 
a  Nantz.  L’ Anemone,  24  can.  en  Croifiere  : 
La  Mutine ,  Galathee ,  Heroine ,  24  can.  enrade, 
en  toute  16. 


Vaiffeaux  en  armament,  Le  StofoV  Royal ,  le  Te¬ 
nant,  80  can.  la  Super  be,  70  can.  Defenfeur , 
74  can.  Beinfaifant ,  Sphinx ,  64  can.  £7z 
0/7,  50  can.  De  Tefcadre  de  M.  le  Comte 
de  Conflans.  Le  Heros ,  74  can.  lllujlre  64, 
Leopard  60,  Sirene ,  Li  come ,  Sauvage  30  can. 
deftines  au  tranfports  des  munition  pour 
T  Amerique  •  la  Concorde  30,  Amaranthe  12 
can.  pour  aller  chautier  M.  le  Comte  de 
Aigullon,  en  tout  15. 

Vaiffeaux  hors  de  etat,  XIntrepide ,  Conquer  ant, 
Sceptre,  Magnifique,  Algonquer,  74  can.  North¬ 
umberland,  68  can.  a  redoubler  en  total.  La 
Dragon,  64  can.  Diademe,  Zodiacque,  Mino - 
taure,  74  can.  Belliqueux ,  Cekbre,  64  can.  fur 
les  chantiers.  Le  Robujle,  Solitaire,  64  can. 
un  a  Nommer,  74  can.  a  metterfur  les  chan¬ 
tiers  au  Havre  pour  Brefl,  en  tout  17. 

Vaiffeaux  en  mer,  port  de  Rochfort ,  le  Prudent , 
74  can.  Atlante,  34  can.  Zephir ,  30  can.  a  la 
Martinique .  L ' Aiguillon,  46  can,  piddle  et 

L  2  Hermione, 
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Hermione  26  can.  Frippone,  24  can.  Valeur , 
26  can.  a  V  Ifle  Royale,  en  tout  8. 

Vaiffeaux  en  armament,  le  Due  Bourbon ,  80  can* 
Dauphin  et  JuJle  70  can.  Hardi  66  can. 
Inflexible ,  Etoile ,  Capricieux ,  64  can.  Diane , 
30  can.  les  8  Vaiffeaux  deftine  a  r enforcer 
M.  Confans . 

Vaiffeaux  hors  d’etat,  le  Florifiant ,  74  can.  en 
radant  Glorieux  74  can.  Raifonahle  64  can. 
fur  les  chau tiers :  Profiance ,  et  Surprize ,  30 
can.  a  contrain. 

By  which  it  appears,  there  was  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  naval  power  of  France  on  the  part 
of  the  ocean  or  channel ;  and  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  report  of  a  powerful  convoy  to  be  fitted 
out  at  Bre/i  and  Rochfort ,  to  favour  an  invafion, 
it  could  not  be  poffible  that  they,  who  believed 
this  ftate  of  the  French  marine  to  be  true,  could 
think  it  neceffary  to  negledt  every  other  fervice 
of  their  country  to  wait  the  motions  of  fo  de- 
fpicable  a  gafeoynade. 

Neither  can  I  think  that  the  following  ad¬ 
vices  relating  to  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  were  deferving  of  greater  attention. 
For,  though  the  Earl  of  Holdernefs  was  informed 
by  letters  of  the  2d  of  March ,  that  it  was  faid  a 
camp  would  be  formed  for  40,000  men  between 
Dunkirk  and  Boulogne ;  and  that  thirty-two 
tranfport  fhips  were  taken  up  at  Boulogne ,  and 
fixty  more  were  expedted  in  March  to  be  ef- 
corted  by  the  Blune  and  Blonde  frigates  from 

Havre : 
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Havre*:  though  it  was  faid  that  500  flat- 
bottomed  boats  were  to  be  tranfported  from 
Havre  to  Rouen,  in  twelve  fliips :  and  that  a 
confiderable  train  of  artillery  had  pafled  Soifons , 
in  the  way  to  Havre,  Calais,  and  Rochfort. 
Though  the  whole  nation  was  put  into  a  panic 
with  an  account '  that  five  flat-bottomed  boats 
of  forty-  five  feet  long  and  ten  feet  wide,  were  on 
the  flocks  to  conquer  this  ifland  !  and  that  all  the 
fhips  in  the  ports  of  Calais,  Graveline,  and  Dun¬ 
kirk,  had  been  meafured  to  know  how  many 
people  they  could  tranlport :  though  twelve  by¬ 
landers  were  arrived  at  Calais  with  cannon, 
bombs,  and  balls,  and  numbers  of  feamen  were 
fent  daily  from  thofe  ports  to  Brefl ' :  tho’  it  was 
reported  that  the  embarkation  would  be  fupported 
by  all  the  King’s  fhips  at  Brefl,  Rochfort ,  &c. 
and  that  the  faid  embarkation  would  be  under¬ 
taken  as  foon  as  poffible,  at  Brefl :  though  a 
great  quantity  of  bifcuit8  was  fent  down  to 
Normandy  and  Britany  for  the  ufe  of  the  tranf- 
Dorts  after  landing  in  England-,  and  a  plan  had 
aeen  made  for  forming  a  camp  almofl:  as  firong 
as  a  fortified  town ;  and  though  Mr.  Barnham 
was  informed  on  the  10th  of  March,  that  600 
bomb-fhells  were  brought  into  Calais ,  and  that 

''  See  the  lift  of  the  marine  at  BreJ},  and  letter  received 
March.  Alfo  letter  dated  March  9th,  Mr.  Fillettes  mul- 
tip  tea  tnis  account  to  the  number  of  7  or  800  flat  bottomed 
veiiels.  oee  advices  January  31ft,  received  February  24- 
Letter  to  ditto,  March  7th.  '  ' 

f  Letter  to  ditto,  March  8th. 
s  March  2 2d. 

L  3  fixty 
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fixty  cannoneers,  and  more  troops  were  expedted; 
the  miniftry  were  well  afjurcd  h  that  notwith- 
ftanding  this  mighty  warlike  preparation,  he 
could  not  learn  that  they  were  taking  any  fteps 
to  encreafe  their  pipping  at  Calais ,  which  at  that 
time  was  very  conliderable :  that  the  pretended 
fiat- bottomed  boats  were  only  pontoons  of  a  new 
conftrudtion  \  made  eafy  for  ftowage  in  a  fhip  : 
that  the  reports  of  the  arrival  of  fiat-bottomed 
boats  at  Dunkirk  and  Calais  were  falfe  k,  there 
being  only  forty-eight  veffels  of  different  fizes 
and  nations  in  thofe  ports :  that  part  of  the 
troops  affembling  were  defigned  to  embark  for 
Canada 1 :  that  an  expedition  againft  England 
could  not  be  near  at  hand,  becaufe  there  muflbe 
time  for  the  arrival  of  artillery  m  :  and  that  there 
could  be  no  trufl  given  to  the  French  reports n : 
that  the  bombs,  &c.  arrived  at  Calais  were  laid 
up";  the  talk  of  an  invauon  diminished  and  dis¬ 
couraged  by  the  court ;  and  that  fince  the  requi- 
iition  of  the  Uejjians  and  Dutch ,  and  other  wife 
meafures  taken  by  the  Britijh  court,  perfons  of 
rank,  who  expedted  to  be  employed  in  that  expe¬ 
dition,  grew  every  day  more  uneafy,  and  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  attempted  p :  that  there  were 
on  the  y  th  of  March  no  more  hilling  boats  at 

h  See  Mr.  Barnhanfs  letter  to  Mr.  Amy  and ,  March  10th, 
received  March  nth. 

*  Letter  to  Lord  Holder nefs ,  March  yth.  k  Ibid. 

1  Ibid.  March  9th.  m  Ibid.  March  14th  and  15th. 

*  Ibid.  March  j  8th.  _  0  Ibid,  p  Ibid,  March  ift. 

Havre 
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Havre  than  ufual,  and  no  flat-bottomed-boats' , 
with  which  the  Englifh  miniflry  affected  to  be 
fo  much  frightened. 

In  this  fitaation  what  did  the  Britijh  miniftry 
do  ?  They  had  certain  intelligence  that  there 
was  a  real  armament  at  Toulon  of  twelve  men  of 
war  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  &c.  ready  to  convoy 
a  powerful  army,  openly  acknowledged  by  the 
enemy  to  be  defigned  againft  Minorca  :  and  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  diflrefs  Mahon 
was  in  for  want  of  a  fufficient  garrifon,  miners, 
pioneers,  &c.  and  the  danger  of  its  falling  a  prey 
to  fo  powerful  an  attack,  for  want  of  a  fupericr 
fleet  to  cover  the  ifland  from  fuch  an  attempt  j 
yet  all  this  could  only  procure  an  order  on  the 
8th  of  March  for  ten  fhips  of  the  line  to  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  for  the  Mediterranean : 
which  fquadron  was,  on  the  i  ith  of  the  fame 
month  put  under  the  command  of  Admiral  fhwg, 
with  an  order  for  him  to  take  on  board  the  Earl 
of  Effingham ,  General  Stuart ,  and  other  officers 
and  private  men,  ordered  to  their  refpedtive  poffs 
and  corps  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar.  But  the 
equipping  of  thofe  ten  fhips  r  was  attended  with 

1  Capt.  Saumare z,  of  the  Ludlow  Cajlle,  off  Havre* 
received  the  9th.  He  further  laid,  that  he  flood  in  as  near 
as  poffible  in  a  cutter,  and  faw  eight  fail,  four  of  which, 
were  large  fhips  and  ready  for  fea ;  and  was  informed  by  a 
fifherman  he  took  on  the  coafl,  that  they  were  two  frigates 
of  26  guns  ordered  to  convoy  two  others  to  Brejl . 

r  The  Rami  Hies  of  90  guns,  the  Culloden  of  74,  the 
Buckingham ,  Captain ,  and  Revenge  of  70  guns,  the  Trident 
and  Intrepid  of  64,  the  Lancafier  of  '66,  the  King  fori  and 
Defiance  of  60  guns. 

L  4  fuch 
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that  their  departure  was  delayed 
till  the  fixth  of  April. ,  for  want  of  men  s  •  Mr. 

Byng  being  directed  to  batten  the  fitting  up  the 
Sterling  Ca/lle,  and  to  complete  her  complement 
ot  men  in  preference  to  any  other  fliip  j  and  not 
to  meddle  with  the  men  on  board  the  Naflau, 
Torbay,  Etfex,  Prince  Frederick,  and  Greyhound, 

they  being  wanted,  fays  Mr.  Cleveland,  on  the 
mo)l  preffing  fervice  \ 

How  they  in  power  managed  in  regard  to  the 
motions  of  the  French  on  the  coaft  of  the  ocean 
and  channel,  though  they  were  affured  they  had 

* 

.*  more  fully  appear  by  thefe  extracts  from  Ad¬ 

miral  Byng* s  letters  to  Mr,  Cleveland . 

yipfil  iff,  ready  for  failing  in  every  refpedf  except  want 
of  men  \  will  take  336  men,  now  the  regiments  are  all 
on  board,  to  complete  them.  My  own  fhip  wants  222, 
“  183  of  them  being  lent  to  the  Ludlow  Cajlle .  The 
“  Trident  had  78  lent  to  the  Hampton  Court ,  and  Tilbury  ^ 
<c  which  fhips  we  are  likely  to  meet  with- — will  make  a 
great  hole  in  the  Trident* s  company.  Expecf  hourly 
<c  Ludlow  Cajlle  and  Intrepide  \  when  arrived  hope  we  fhall 
<c  find  men  to  complete. 

“  April  3d,  Intrepid ,  Ludlow  Cajlle ,  and  Cambridge 
<c  came  but  yefferday  to  S pithead, — Ordered  men  imme- 

<c  diately.— Hope  to  fettle  to  day  to  be  able  to  fet  fail  to 
<c  St.  Helen  s. 

“  April  4th.  Wind  W. — Difappointed  to  find  the  /«- 
cc  trcpid  fhort  of  complement,  though  brought  out  261 
cc  fupernumaries,  fire  wanted  150  to  complete  her  own 
^  complement/" 

x  To  cruife  off  Cher burgh  to  try  if  they  could  not  intercept 
four  frigates,  and  forty  merchantmen  drove  in  there  from 
Havre ,  by  the  IV in dj or  ;  which  could  not  be  fo  preiling  as 
the  relief  of  Minorca. 

nothing 
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nothing  to  fear  from  their  pretences, will  be  feen 
not  only  by  their  importation  of  a  foreign  army 
of  Heffians  and  Hanoverians  at  a  very  great  ex¬ 
pence,  and  by  a  great  augmentation  of  a  ftanding 
army,  encamped  in  different  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  but  by  the  following  lifts;  where  you  will 
find,  that  our  greateft  and  almoft  whole  ftrength 
by  fea  was  fo  ftationed,  as  to  ferve  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  watch  the  uncertain  rumour  of  an 
invafion  of  Britain ,  with  a  few  fifhing  or  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  which  upon  a  more  ftridl  en¬ 
quiry  were  found  to  be  pontoons. 

A  list  of  all  his  Majefty’s  flips  of  war,  or 
Jquadrons  of  fuch  {hips  as  were  equipped 
and  made  ready  for  fea,  within  the  month 
of  March  1756. 


rate,  fhips  names,  guns.  men.  when  made  ready  for  fea. 

fl  .Swift,  8  10  70  1  ft  March  1756. 


3  Grafton, 

70 

5  20 

2d. 

4  Defiance , 

60 

400 

2d. 

4  Kingfton, 

60 

420 

2d. 

4  Eagle, 

60 

400 

3d- 

6  Seajord, 

-4 

160 

3d- 

fl.  Granada ,  10 

14 

TOO 

3d- 

armed  veffel  Maryland  Planter , 

4  Sutherland, 

5° 

35° 

8th. 

3  £#x> 

70 

480 

9th. 

4  Weymouth, 

60 

420 

10th. 

5  Dover , 

44 

250 

10th. 

ft. Otter ,  10 

H 

80 

10th. 

fl.  Ferret , 


rate,  fhips  names,  guns 

11.  Ferret ,  jo  14. 

a.  Fly,  8  12 

il.  Savage,  8  10 
ft.  #4 ?//,  8  10 

3.  P.  Frederick,  70 

3  Sterlingcafile,yo 

4  Anfon,  60 

3  Invincible ,  74 

4  Harwich,  ■  r0 
4  Ait  elope,  co 
6  Deal  Caftle,  24 

3  Trident,  64 

4  Falmouth,  50 

4  AJJiJlance,  50 
A-  10  14 

3  Lancafier,  66 
6  Greyhound, 

6  Gibraltar , 

6  TJmcorti, 

6  Sheernefs, 
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men.  when  made  ready  for  fea. 


24 

24 

24 

24 


loo 

70 

70 

70 

480 

480 

420 

720 

3°° 

3°° 

160 

5°° 

35° 

35° 

80 
520 
1 60 
140 
160 
160 


1  ith. 
x  ith. 

i  ith. 

1 3th. 

14th. 

14th. 

2oth. 

20th. 

20th. 

20th. 

20th. 

22d. 

25th. 

25  th. 

25th. 

2.7  th. 

27th, 

28th. 

28th. 

29th. 


,1 


A  LIST  of  fuch  fhips  named  in  the  foregoing 
lift  as  were  ordered  to  be  formed  into,  or 
to  reinforce  particular  fquadrons. 

.at.,  fhips  names,  guns.  men.  deftination. 

3  Somerfet,  70  CZO  s  0rderec!  2cl  March  1756 

3  Vanguard,  7o 

70  Co  f  °rdered  March  8th  1756 
*  • '  ~  J  to^e ^ under  the  command  of 

yo  40O  )  Sir  Edward  Hawke 9  inftead 
tof  the  Culloden  and  Captain . 

4 


3  Chtchejlcr 
3  Ipfwicb) 
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rate,  fliips  names,  suns.  men.  deffination. 

L  *  W  ry  *  -  r 

#  —  •  __  _  ’  -1 

f  Capt.  Gayton  of  the  Ante¬ 
lope  ordered  8th  March  1756 
to  proceed  off  cape  Barfleur 9 
and  cruife.  On  the  18th 
300  Wind] or  and  Eagle  to  cruife 
.  00^  between  Sally  and  UJhant , 
*  and  th.e  latter  bctwconUJhant 
4°°  and  the  Ifie  of  Bafs ;  and 
April  iff  Eagle  to  Plymouth 
for  reinforcement  going  to 
L Sir  Edward  Hawke . 


4  Antelope , 
4  Windjor , 
4  i&zgA?, 


5° 

60 

60 


2  Ramillies,  90 
Buckingham^  o 


3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


Cuiloden, 
Captain, 
Revenge, 
Trident, 
Lane  after.  t 
Intrepid , 

3  Kingjion, 
3  Defiance, 


74 

70 

70 

64 

66 

64 

69 

60 


75° 
535 

600 
480 
480  ^ 

500  i 

C20 
480 

4OO 
400 


Ordered  March  8th  1756 
to  be  fitted  for  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean ,  and  on  the  nth  of 
the  fame  month  to  be  under 
the  command  of  Vice  Ad- 

•7  * 

miral  Byng . 


4  ¥ls> 

6  Centaur , 


f  1 8th  March  1756 ,  Capt. 

54  35°  of  the  Antelope ,  then 

4  1 60  cruifing  of  Barfleur ,  was 


n 


arm .V.Mary- 1  ,  ,  „  direfted  to  take  thefe  fliips 

/  j.7  ^  MO  6  oO<(  under  his  command,  and 

land  planter.  \  -r  .  u  a  V 

_  J  crude  with  them  from  Havre 


fl.  Di [patch,  io  14  ico 
2  Cuttters 


4  Falmouth, 

6  Greyhound, 
ft.  Ferret,  1 0 
2  Cutters. 


5°  35° 
24  160 

14  100 


to  la  Hague ,  and  follow 
any  orders  Vice  Admiral 
fhould  fend  him. 

.*  V  *>  0  4  4  i)  4 

Ordered  18th  March  .1756 
to  proceed  to  join  the  Eagle 
|  off  the  IJle  ofl Bafs ,  and  cruife 
with  her  between  that  ifTe 
and  UJhant. 

3  Torbay, 


rate,  fhips  names. 
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guns.  men. 


deftination. 


3  Torbay^ 

3  E>ftex, 

4  Antelope , 

6  Gibraltar y 
fl.  Ferret,  io 


70  700 


to  cruife  off  Cher  burgh  under 

o  /So  C,apt \KePPell’  and  on  ift 
*  1  ylpril  two  former  were  or- 

50  300^  dered  to  proceed  to  Plymouth 

O  .  T  Ao  to  ifiin  *  r _ 


/ 


24  160 
14  100 


to  join  the  reinforcement 
going  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
under  the  command  of  Rear 
.Admiral  HoLbour-e. 


3  G  raj  ton,  no  320 

4  Nottingham,  60  4002 
6  Nightingale ,  24  140 

l 


^apt.  ordered  29th 

March  1756  to  proceed  to 
America  with  tbefe 
luips,  and  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  fhips 
employed  there. 


The  monthly  lift  of  the  Admiralty  giving 
an  abftradt  of  the  difpofition  of  the  fhipS, 
£?c.  in  fea  pay,  for  the  month  of  March 

l75 6- 


rate. 

(hips. 

men* 

Eajl  Indies , 

[3  2 

34  2 

6  1 

Lfloop  I 

975 

660 

140 

90 

•  |  . 

6 

M 

oc 

On 

Jamaica ,  j  ^  n  f 

J  t  2  (loops 

Plantations , 

Leeward  jjlands  |  ^  ^ 

3 

4 

5 

I 

12 

3 

500 

3760 

8lO 

6 

(loop 

12 

s  9 

1-4 

ON^vI 

4. 

O  O 

JWw  Scotia*  5  ^  l 

i  1  (loop 

36 

745° 

To 

0 
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r 

rate,  fliips. 

men. 

Convoys  and  Cruifers, 

2  I 

770 

To  Lijbon ,  i 

70 

3  8 

4415 

2 

?4 

4  11 

396° 

St.  Helena ,  i 

5°< 

5  3 

75° 

Weft's  fquadron, 

11  1 

6  11 

I  720 

Sir  Edward  Hawke , 

15 

(loops  2  2 

1850 

Off  Breft , 

4 

arm.v.4 

:  320 

Downsy  Vice  Admiral  7 

7  f 

Smithy  3 

*3 

60 

j3785 

f1  3 

2450 

2  6 

4140 

G?r£,  i 

60 

3  23 

12145 

At  home,  46  above 

50 

4  i5 

55i° 

12  under 

J 

5  4 

1030 

6  8 

1280 

At  home, 

(loops  6 

519 

firefli.  2 

IOO 

yachts5 

210 

Lhof.fh.3 

IOI 

75 

27476 

ri  3 

2450 

2  7 

4910 

3  34 

18035 

4  42 

14870 

5  ” 

2840 

General  abftradt, 

S 6  35 

5340 

floop39 

317° 

arm.V.4 

320 

firelh.  2 

IOO 

yachts  5 

210 

r  T 

^hof.lh.3 

IOI 

185 

52346 

The 

/ 
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The  intelligence  From  the  Hague,  in  April, 

rnuc*1  to  difcounfendnce  the  reality  of 
the  -French  defign  againft  Minorca:  for,  tho’ 
the  writer  was  conilrained  by  the  general  re- 
port,  to  acknowledge  that  the  French  boafted 
much  of  their  refolution  to  attack  that  illand, 
he  would  perfuade,  that  this  attack  was  not 
near  fo  ready  as  they  would  have  it  believed  ; 

that  tnole  preparations  at  Toulon  were  calcu¬ 
lated  only  to  divide  the  forces  of  England,  and 

to  get  an  opportunity  to  fend  forces  to  Ame¬ 
rica". 

,  The  advices  in  lord  Holdernefs’ s  office  of 
the  2d  of  this  month,  confirm  the  defign  a» 
gainft  Minorca ,  adding,  by  way  of  fpeculation, 
that  the  French  intended  to  take  advantage  of 
the  fiege  of  Mdhtrt,  to  facilitate  their  invafion  of 
A  fig  l and.  Others  of  the  9th  relate,  that  the 
duke  de  Ricblieu.  publickly  declared  he  was  go¬ 
ing  with  twenty  eight  battalions  and  fourteen 
fhips  to  befiege  Port  Mahon,  and  thofe  of  the 
28th  brought  an  account  of  their  defeent  on 
Mi  tide  a. 

Sir  Benjamin  Keene  on  the  13th  writes,  that 
the  French  hoped  to  take  Minorca  by  a  coup  de 

OO  i  *  ^  .  U  i'J’lf* 

cg  Received  April  2d,  alfo  13th,  received  1 6th.  Yet 
letters  from  the  fame  place  of  the  16th  advife,  that  they 
exj)e£led  to  put  to  fea  by  the  10th  :  and  thofe  of  the  27th, 
tftat  the  Toulon  fleet  had  met  with  a  ftorm  on  the  i?th: 
ancl  withered  it  pretty  well. 


main 
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main,  before  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Byng  :  and 
w  that  their  fleet  confiding  of  three  hundred  fail 
had  put  to  fea  on  the  loth. 

-  *  '  *  i 

This  was  confirmed  by  lord  Briftol,  who 
writes  from  Turin  on  the  24th  of  April ,  that 
the  French  fleet  fet  fail  on  the  tenth ,  drove  back 
on  the  eleventh ,  out  again  on  the  twelfth ,  with 
orders  in  cafe  of  feparation,  to  lofe  no  time  in 
making  Minorca ;  and  that  the  marfhal  Richlieu 
expedted  to  meet  in  three  days  with  the  whole 
fleet,  carrying  twenty  four  battalions,  and  one 
of  artillery  ;  each  battalion  containing  thirteen 
companies  of  forty  men  each. 

Consul  Birtles  mentions  (April  3d  andi  ^th) 
that  they  had  immenfe  quantities  of  provisions 
on  board  of  thirty  two  large  merchant  fhips, 
befides  four  thoufand  fheep,  and  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  live  oxen,  to  be  ufed  in  drawing 
cannon,  and  then  to  be  flaughtered  :  five  thou¬ 
fand  new  tents :  furnaces  for  heating  cannon 
fhot ;  one  hundred  horfes  for  officers  ;  all  ma¬ 
terials  for  a  fiege :  bricks  for  ovens  :  and  that  a 
Siaedijh  fhip  law  the  French  fleet  of  feventeen 
fhips  of  war,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  three 
tranfports,  only  nine  leagues  from  Minorca  on 
the  Seventeenth.  That  he  was  on  board  admi-r 
ral  GailaJJioniere,  and  was  informed  that  eighty 
five  tranlports  were  then  miffing*. 

w  Letters  from  Genoa,  April  28th,  received  May  17th. 

*  April  19th.  ' 

•  Lieu- 


%  Lieutenant  general  Fowke,  on  the  twenty 
ninth  and  thirtieth,  inclofed  a  lift  of  the  fqua- 
drony,  and  informs,  that  the  French  landed  at 
Gientadella ,  from  eleven  to  fifteen  thoufand 
men,  from  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  veflels 

on  the  eighteenth,  and  reached  Mahon  on 
the  20th. 

Consul  Miller  at  Barcelona  {April  17th)  re¬ 
lates  that  the  whole  fleet  confided  of  three 
hundred  fail ;  that  it  put  to  fea  on  the  10th, 
and  that  the  garrifon  of  Mahon  had  marched 
into  Fort  St.  Philip ,  with  a  Refolution  to 
defend  it. 

Mr.  V illettes  begins  ( April  2d)  his  Advi¬ 
ces  in  this  Month,  with  an  Account  of  the 
embarkation  ;  and  allows,  that  if  one  may  judge 
by  the  appearances  of  the  Expedition  againfl: 
Mahon ,  it  will  not  fail  meeting  with  fuccefs;  be- 
caufe  the  garrifon  was  weak,  and  but  yew  ihips 
on  that  ftation:  and  alfo  declares  ( April  yth) 
that  the  general  opinion  was,  that  the  Foulon 
equipment  was  defigned  againfl:  Mahon  :  yet  he 

*  Viz.  one  of  80  guns,  three  of  70,  five  of  64,  two  of  50, 
three  of  30,  and  two  of  24.  Conful  Banks  made  them 
twelve  men  of  war,  five  frigates,  two  xebecks,  four  gallies, 
two  galliots,  four  bombs,  233  vefiels  with  fquare  fails 
carrying  18,000  land  forces,  and  fifty  larger  velfels  with 
ftores  and  provifions  :  Conful  Banks  remarked  that  they 
(hipped  a  great  deal  of  battering  artillery,  and  4000  barrels 
of  powder. 
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affe&s  to  difcover  fome  other  intention  :  JirJl, 
that  their  defign  was  to  provoke  the  Englijh  to 
lend  a  ilrong  fquadron  up  the  Mediterranean , 
in  older  to  put  it  between  two  fires,  that,  at 
Bre/t,  being  upon  the  watch  to  follow  it  ;  or 
to  improve  the  opportunity  by  invading  England 
in  its  abfence.  .  Secondly ,  he  is  very  confident 
at  t  is  expedition  was  againfl  Italy ,  either  with 
an  intention  to  fecure  Corftca,  or  to  take  pof- 
ftffiqn  o  I  ilia  Franca,  or  Cagliari,  to  prevent 
England  s  retiring  thither,  or  to  fall  unexpectedly 
onTujcany,'  to  engage  a  war  on  the  continent, 
cut  Mahon  is  certainly  not  the  true  object  of  the 
prefent  expedition— probably  the  fleet  may 
iteer  that  way,  and  carry  the  appearance  of  an 
invafion,  but  it  will  only  be  to  cover  better  this 
defign,  and  they  will  not  ftay  long.  Thus  this 
gentleman  perfevered  in  deftroying  by  his’chi- 

■  °^£S  a^  ^le  P^a*n  intelligence  he  re- 

ceived  from  time  to  time  concerning  Minorca  • 

and  (hewed  that  he  was  as  obflinate  in  his  un- 

aSfhlT-n  f erta  u  toke“ and  ded"at»"s 

g  _  at  hi  and,  as  the  Antediluvians  were  to 
aeainftrti  °  P^^ading  them  to  provide 

llTl  h  J,UdgmemS hanSinS  over  their  heads; 

and  when  there  was  no  room  left  for  conjee 

“  heWhW,n?  T;ail  WJth  an  IF-  “  ^  (%s 
A ;  he  Eitghjb  are  deceived  in  thinking 

project  againfl-  Mahon  was  but  a  feint^ 

hhL°'i  °ffiT  °f  the  ***  ^  did  ll 

for  it  hTrr'fe’  a",d  Save  ver>'  good  reafons 
r*  The  event  has  fhewn  that  they  were 

M  “  equally 
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“  equally  miftaken,”  A  pretty  excufe !  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  all  his  conjectures  were  wrong  :  but 
comforts  himfelf  that  he  had  err’d  by  giving  cre¬ 
dit  tothe  deceitful  comments  of  the  enemy’s  offi¬ 
cers,  in  contempt  of  the  moft  glaring  appearances. 

If  we  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  an  invafion  of  England ,  they  will 
vanifh,  as  in  the  former  intelligences.  The  firft 
advices  of  this  fort  in  Lord  Holder  nef s' s  office, 
mention  an  embarkation  talked  of  at  Dunkirk  ; 
and  thatfuch  fhips  of  war  as  were  not  appointed 
to  convoy  the  embarkation  for  Canada ,  would 
be  employed  to  facilitate  an  invafion  :  that 
there  were  as  many  fhips  in  the  port  of  Dun¬ 
kirk ,  Calais ,  and  Boulogne ,  as  might  carry  four 
thoufand  men  ;  and  ten  fhips  in  the  road  of  the 
JJle  de  Dieu  :  that  cannon,  &c.  were  fent  to  v 
Havre  5  fifteen  thoufand  mufkets  to  Dunkirk , 
and  feveral  camps  of  ten  thoufand  men  each, 
would  encamp  on  the  coafls  of  the  channel 
in  May ,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  able  to  join 
in  a  few  days  z:  that  it  was  believed  there  would 
be  a  ferious  attempt  to  land  a  great  number  of 
troops  in  England  or  Ireland.  And  in  the  ad¬ 
vices  to  the  admiralty,  we  find  the  collector  of 
Wells  tranfmitting  the  information  of  one  James 
Gardner ,  mafter  of  the  Friends  Adventure  from 
Rotterdam ,  who  faid,  that  on  Sunday,  April 
j  i  th,  ten  leagues  from  land,  he  fell  in  with  the 

*  See  letters  dated  2d,  7th,  13th,  16th,  and  19th  of  April. 

Glafcow, 
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Glafcow ,  of  Giafcow,  Robert  Story  matter,  who 
informed  him  that  he  left  Havre  on  the  8th  in* 
ftant,  and  that  the  French  were  at  that  time 
embarking  troops,  iome  of  which  he  actually 
faw  going  on  board  ;  but  did  not  fay  what 
number  of  tranfports  were  in  that  harbour. 


But  certainly  all  this  mutt  amount  to  nothing, 
when  the  very  fame  authorities  allured  that 
the  ihips  in  the  ports  of  Dunkirk ,  &c.  were,  for 
the  chief  part  unrigged  \  That  there  appeared 
no  difpofitions  for  an  invafion  of  England b:  that 
the  French  were  in  a  moft  terrible  fituation  ; 
their  finances  difordered,  councils  divided,  &cc. 
and  that  after  the  refolution  of  tranfporting 
ten  thoufand  Hanoverians ,  they  had  judged  an 
invafion  impracticable. 

H owever,  nothing  more  was  done  this 
month  towards  the  defence  of  Minorca ,  only 
Admiral  Byng  made  fhift,  after  almoft  a  whole 
month  fpent  in  equipping  his  fquadron,  to  fail 
with  ten  fhips  of  the  ine,  having  on  board  one 
regiment,  ioo  recruits,  and  forty-two  officers 
belonging  to  the  four  regiments  at  Minorca  *.  A 
delay,  which  cannot  be  well  accounted  for,  con- 

a  Letter  in  Lord  HoLlcrnefs' s  office,  April  2d. 

b  April  9th,  ibid. 

c  April  yth,  ibid. 

•*  April  20th,  ibid. 

c  He  was  joined  at  Gibraltar  by  two  fhips  of  the  line  and 
five  frigates  under  Mr.  Edgecombe,  and  270  foldiers  from 
the  garrifon  at  Gibraltar. 

fidering 
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fidering  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  fhips  in  the 
fevera!  ports  of  thefe  kingdoms  at  the  time  of 
Admiral  Byng' s  departure  from  St.  Helleri s. 


420  351 


fhips.  fhips.  men  born.  muftered. 

Deptford ,  3128  fitting  1 
2  24  1  fit.  upon  frocks  J*  9 
6  arm.  vef.  iloops  yacnts,  j 

Woolwich^  1  1  fitting 
4  1  fitt 

6  I  i  r  . 

(1.  ,  S  r,,t,nS 


4  688  448 


Chatham,  I 

SheerneJ's ,  2  1  guardfhip  1 
43  2  fit.  1  fitting  j 
6  3  fitting,  fit.&  refitting  >  1  o 
fl.  2  1  wants  1  fit 


237  139 


armed  velfel  1  fitting 


1515  1207 


Heal, 


4  1  r33  1011 


Portfmouth,  1  1  90  refitting"] 

2  2  90  fitting  1 


2  80 


fit 


3  1  80 
1  74 

T  2 — 70  to  50  ■>  moftly  fit. 

5 — 44  to  20  jand  fitted  j 


>26  9050  7080 


0 

Plymouth , 


[  ^5  ] 

{hips,  men  born,  muftered^ 


Plymuth,  i  74"1  fit  aH 


1  7°  but  one  ' 

2  00  )  __ 


under  re- 


>13  3  3 1 5  2766 


2  24 Tilt  all  but  one. 

1  20  >lloop  wants 

3  11.  J  cleaning  J 


Of  the  Line  33  Total  67  16358  13002 

A  delay  ^nd  weaknefs  to  which  Admiral 
Byng  attributed  his  inability  to  relieve  Mahon  : 
and  we  may  juftly  complain  for  giving  the  Ft  each 
an  opportunity  to  land,  and  to  ftrengthen  them- 
>  felves  on  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  while  we  had 
fo  ftrong  a  fleet  in  readinefs  to  fail,  and  kept 
inactive  at  home;  except  five  ihips  of  the  line 
ordered  April  1  it.  under  Admiral  Holbpurne  to 
join  Sir  Edward  Hawke  in  the  Bay. 

In  confequente  of  this  meafure,  from  this 
fatal  hour,  every  packet  and  exprefs  brought 
fome  advantages  gained  by  the  enemy,  who  had 
no  force  to  curb  their  operations.  For,  Com¬ 
modore  Edgecombe  was  giad  to  retire  withfafety 
to  Gibraltar ,  and  the  garrifon  of  Fort  St.  Philip 
did  not  exceed  2400  efledtive  men  f,  and  about 
100  of  the  train  of  artillery,  when  the  liege 

f  rhe  men  thrown  in  by  Mr.  Edgecombe  made  them 
2600  effective  men  in  all. 
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commenced.  And  the  handle  which  Mr.  Byng 
made  of  the  weaknefs  of  his  fquadron  to  excufe 
his  not  attempting  to  raife  the  liege,  or  to  re- 
leve  Foi  t  St.  Philip,  does  not  require  a  repe¬ 
tition  in  this  place,  it  being  fo  fully  fet  forth  in 
his  Trial  and  Defence. 

The  Trench  having  got,  by  this  means,  pof- 
femon  of  all  the  open  country  and  towns  on 
Minorca,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  Lord  Brijlol 
informed  that  the  Breach  were  making  great 
preparations  for  another  embarkation  at  Toulon 
of  eight  battalions,  with  a  great  increafe  of  am¬ 
munition  and  If  ores,  and  alfo  to  augment  Gal - 
lajjioniere s  lqudron  with  five  men  of  war  and 
one  frigate  getting  ready  at  Toulon,  where  they 
preffed  failors  of  all  nations.  All  which  was 
confirmed  by  Conful  Dirties,  Conful  Dick,  and 
Mr.  P i/Ietfes,  who  adds  that  the  towns  (in 
Provence  and  Languedoc)  had  been  fo  llript  of 
their  cannon,  Ssc.  in  order  to  fupport  the  expe¬ 
dition  again  if  Minorca,  that  6000  men  fup- 
ported  by  a  fquadron  of  fifteen  men  of  war 
would  be  more  than  fufficient  to  take  them  all 
in  eight  days,  without  coming  to  a  fiege  ;  and 
that  this  expedition  would  coff  upwards  of  1  20 
millions. 

But  all  this  did  not  fpirit  up  any  further  ar¬ 
mament  than  five  Ihips  of  the  line  with  one 
regiment,  and  r  00  of  the  train,  moftly  miners 
from  Newcafle,  railed  for  the  purpofe,  fent  to 

reinforce 


✓ 


I 


[  i6;  ] 

reinforce  Admiral  Byng  :  which  did  not  arrive 
at  Gibraltar,  before  his  return  from  the  inglo¬ 
rious  adion  of  the  20th  of  May,  and  the  lur- 
render  of  Fort  St,  Philips . 

Might  not  therefore  the  impartial  reader 
of  the  foregoing  intelligence  and  accounts,  in- 
ftead  of  adhering  to  the  refolutions  recited  at 
the  beginning  of  this  pamphlet,  difeover,  with 
greater  certainty, 

That  fo  early  as  the  14th  of  April  1755* 
ten  fhips  of  the  line  were  ordered  to  be  equip¬ 
ped  at  Toulon ,  and  that  from  the  25th  of  Au- 
gujl  1755,  they  went  on  equipping  a  fleet 
without  intermiffion,  till  the  feige  of  Minorca 
was  over,  which  fleet  by  undoubted  advices  to 
the  admiralty  in  September  1755,  would  conflft 
of  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  ready  to  put  to  fea 
in  two  months,  and  feven  more  of  the  line 
would  be  ready  in  the  fpring,  and  none  of  the 
fubfequent  accounts  ever  made  the  Toulon  fleet 
lefs  than  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  but  moll  of 
the  intelligence  made  them  more  againft  the 
fpring. 

That  fo  early  as  the  27th  of  Augufi  I755> 
Conful  Banks  of  Carihagena ,  advifed  Sir  '7 bo- 
mas  Rcbinjon  of  the  arrival  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  battalions  in  RouJJillon  defigned  againft 
Minorca,  which  advice,  added  to  all  reports 
and  fulpicions,  founded  upon  a  variety  of  cir- 

cum- 
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rum  (lances,  was  confirmed  by  letters  from  Conful 
Birtles  of  Genoa,  dated  the  17th  and  26th  of 
January,  and  received  by  Mr.  Fox  on  the  4th 
and.  1  ith  of  February,  and  by  all  the  following 
advices  from  all  parts  relative"  to  the  dedination 

of  the  armaments  in  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
France . 

That  notwithftanding  thefe  advices  after 
hoftilities  had  commenced  even  in  Europe  - 
there  being  but  four  incompleat  regiments  and 
one  company  of  the  artillery  in  Minorca ,  forty 
two  officers  of  which  were  abfent ;  there  being 
but  two  men  of  war  of  the  line  and  five  fri¬ 
gates,  under  Mr.  Edgecombe  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ,  and  the  garrifon  fhort  of  provi lions  for 
a  leige  ;  neither  ftores,  ammuniton,  provilicns, 
officers  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  recruits,  for 
the  four  regiments  ready  raifed,  or  miners,  or 
any  additional  troops  were  fent  to  the  ifland, 
nor  our  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean  aug¬ 
mented,  until  Admiral  Byng  tailed  on  the  6th 
of  April  i  756,  with  no  more  (hips  of  the  line, 
than,  by  the  moft  early  and  autnentick  intelli¬ 
gence,  the  government  were  fure  would  fail 
from  Foil! on ,  even  if  Mr.  Edgecombe's  fquadron 
joined  Mr.  Byng  ;  which  was  quite  uncertain  ; 
and  without  any  more  troops  than  what  be- 
longed  to  the  four  regiments  of  the  garrifon, 
except  one  regiment,  who  were  to  ferve  as  ma¬ 
rines  in  the  fleet,  and  an  order  for  a  batallion  to 
be  taken  on  board  at  Gibraltar ,  which  could 

not 
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not  be  understood  by  a  council  of  war  there, 
and  was  not  obeyed.  See  Byng’s  Tryal  and 
Defence. 

That  Admiral  Ojborne  with  thirteen  (hips 
of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  who  failed  to  con¬ 
voy  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  the  30th  of  January 
and  returned  the  1  6th  of  February  1  y5^>  might 
and  ought  to  have  gone  to  ivhnorca ,  confidering 
the  expos’d  lituation  it  was  in,  and  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  the  enemy  s  preparations  at  lou- 
Jon ,  and  that  Great  Britain ,  in  Sparing  thefe 
(hips,  for  this  Service,  could  not  be  inSulted  nor 
injured  by  the  fixteen  Ships  then  fitting  out  at 
Breft  or  Rochfort  (part  of  which  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence  the  government  had,  could  not  be  ready 
till  May)° becaufe,  exclufive  of  Mr.  Ojborne’s 
fleet,  there  were  ready  to  put  to  fea  eight  Ships 
of  the  line,  and  twenty  three  frigates,  and 
thirty  two  of  the  line,  and  five  trigates  fitting, 
and  very  near  ready  ;  nor  Should  we  in  the 
leafl:  degree  have  provoked  an  invafion,  by 
fending  of  this  fleet  to  the  Mediterranean ,  as 
the  enemy  had  not  at  that  time  made  any  prepa¬ 
rations  to  execute  Such  a  fcheme  ;  except  march¬ 
ing  troops  to  the  (ea-coaft ;  and  by  all  the  in¬ 
telligence,  received  to  this  time,  the  French 
court  had  rejected  every  plan  for  that  purpofe 
as  impracticable,  and  meant  only  to  alarm  and 
diftrefs  England ,  by  ordering  troops  to  the  fea- 
coafts. 


That 
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That  before  Admiral  Hawke  failed  for  the 
ftp  27th  of  February,  with  fourteen  fhips 
of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  the  government  had 
advice  that .d  Aubigny  failed  the  30th  of  January 
with  one  fhip  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  for 
Martini co,  and  that  the  lix  men  of  war,  they  fent 
Hawke  after,  failed  the  19th  of  February  for 
Domingo ;  confequently  no  profped  of  Mr. 
Hawke  s  intercepting  them  by  cruifing  in  the 
cay  fo  long  after  their  departure.  And  by  the 
departure  of  thole  two  fquadrons,  there  remained 
but  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  at  Brejt  and  Rochfort 
in  diftrefs  for  cannon,  as  Du  Guay  §  fquadron  was 
obliged  to  be  laid  up  in  order  to  furnifh  the  nine 
fhips  failed  as  above  with  part  of  the  cannon  they 
wanted  :  the  attention  to  which  eleven  fhips  in 
port,  by  this  fleet  of  Mr.  Hawke  s,  when  by  the 
intelligence  they  could  not  be  ready  till  May> 
and  Minorca  was  in  the  utmoft  danger,  is  molt 
abfurd  ;  efpecially  as  they  were  not  defigned  to 
cover  an  embarkation  again  ft  Great  Britain ,  but 
by  repeated  accounts,  received  before  Mr.  Hawke 
failed,  were  bound  to  Canada  with  6000  troops: 
intercepting  of  which  was  by  no  means  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  any  confequence  in  comparifon  with  the 
prefervation  of  Minorca .  And  if  it  had  been,  or 
this  fquadron  was  to  have  covered  the  landing 
of  troops  in  this  kingdom,  we  had  by  this  time 
fo  many  fhips ;  befides  ^Av.Hawhe s  fleet,  ready; 
that  his  whole  fleet  might  have  been  fpared, 
with  fafety  to  his  country  for  the  fecurity  of 

Minorca , 
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Minorca ,  and  another  fufficient  fent  into  the  Bay 
before  the  fleet  for  Canada  would  have  failed. 
But  how  amazing  is  it,  that  notwithftanding  this 
fituation  of  affairs,  inftead  of  yet  fending  any 
fuccours  or  protection  to  Minorca ,  they,  on  the 
8th  of  March ,  fend  two  fhips  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates  off  Cape  Barjleur ,  to  intercept  a 
coafting  convoy  only;  on  the  i  ith  of  Marchy 
two  of  the  line  to  the  Weji  Indies ,  and  on  the 
i  9th  two  of  the  line  to  North  America ,  where 
they  were  infufficient  either  to  proteCf  or  acquire 
any  material  objeCt :  On  the  23d  of  March  two 
of  the  line  and  three  frigates  off  Cherburgh  to 
intercept  the  above  coafling  convoy  alfo,  and  on 
the  firft  of  April  five  of  the  line  (three  of  which 
returned  from  watching  the  coafting  convoy) 
under  Hoibourne  to  reinforce  Hawke  in  the  Bay , 
when  he  was  already  much  too  ftrong  for  the 
fleet  bound  to  Canada ,  fome  of  them  being  only 
armes  en  flute ,  and  not  expeCted  out  till  May. 

'  All  of  which  fhips  might  have  been  added  to 
Mr.  Byng’s  fquadron  without  endangering  Great 
Britain ,  according  to  the  government’s  own  .ap- 
prehenfions  of  an  invafion  at  that  time  ;  for  if 
thefe  fhips  could  be  fpared  abroad  for  the  above 
fervices,  they  certainly  might  for  Minorca :  and 
then  Mr.  Byng’s  fquadron  would  have  been  20 
of  the  line  and  fix  frigates.  But  inftead  of  add¬ 
ing  the  above  fhips  to  Mr.  Byng’s  fquadron  they 
fent  him  with  only  ten  of  the  line,  and  even 
denyed  him  a  frigate  that  he  petitioned  for  to 
repeat  hisfignals,  (fee  his  Letter  to  the  Admiralty) 

not- 
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notwithstanding  there  was  in  port  then,  exclufive 
of  his  fleet,  Seventeen  of  the  line  and  thirteen 
frigates  ready  for  fea,  and  eleven  of  the  line  and 
nineteen  frigates  fitting:  great  part  of  which  might 
alfo  have  been  lent  with  him  :  for  there  was  no 
armament  at  that  time  at  Breji  or  Rod  fort,  but 
that  defigned  for  Canada :  nor  was  there  any  ne- 
ceflity  to  keep  one  fourth  of  them  at  home  to 
oppofe  any  armament  in  the  French  ports  upon 
the  Channel  $  foi  there  was  not  one  man  of  war 
in  them,  and  by  authentic  accounts,  no  more 
Ships  or  boats  of  all  nations  at  Dunkirk ,  Grave- 
h?ie,  Calais ,  and  Boulogne,  than  could  poflibly 
tranlport  more  than  6000  men,  nor  at  Havre 
and  Dieppe  no  more  than  common ;  nor  was 
there  at  any  one  time  during  the  alarm  of  an 
invafion,  any  more  Shipping,  or  any  preparations 
for  an  embarkation,  except  meafuring  the  veflels 
to  know  how  many  men  they  would  carry. 
So  that  the  danger  of  an  invafion  cannot  excufe 
the  long  negledt  of  Minorca,  nor  the  fending  of 
fo  insufficient  a  force  at  laft. 

That  it  appears  that  the  fquadron  of  his 
Maje fly's  (hips  in  the  Mediterranean  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  December  1  757  contiffed  of  one  fhip 
of  60,  two  of  50  guns,  four  frigates  and  one 
floop  and  no  more,  and  that  the  garrifon  of  Fort 
St.  Philip,  in  the  /aid  month  of  December  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laft  returns  made  on  the  31  ft  of 
July  1 755  confifted  of  2f6o  men,  officers  in¬ 
cluded,  and  no  more,  and  that  after  that  time  no 
l  fhip 
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(hip  or  {hips  of  war  whatever  were  lent  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  faid  fquadron,  nor  any  recruits,  nor 
reinforcements  whatever  to  the  faid  garrifon  till 
the  failing  of  the  fquadron  under  Admiral  Byng, 
on  the  6th  of  .April  1756*  ^  ^  aPPears  that 

a  greater  number  of  Ihips  of  war  could  have  been 
fent  into  the  Mediterranean ,  than  thofe  fent  on 
the  6th  of  April  1756. 

That  on  the  30th  of  March  1  7 an<^ 
not  before,  orders  were  given  for  raifing  a 
company  of  miners,  and  on  the  7th  of  May ,  in 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  being  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  feige  of  fort  St.  Philip  s,  di¬ 
rections  were  given  for  fending  three  more  ba- 
talions,  for  the  reinforcement  of  that  gar¬ 
rifon. 

That  it  appears  that  the  repeated  advices 
received  by  the  government,  of  the  beginning, 
progrefs,  and  deftination  of  the  fleet,  equip¬ 
ping  at  Poulon  in  the  years  1755  and  1756,  and 
that  the  not  fending  an  earlier  and  ftronger  na¬ 
val  force  to  the  Mediterranean  than  that  w  hich 
failed  under  Admiral  Byng  (notwithftanding  as 
above)  were  fome  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the 
lofs  of  Minorca. 

That  it  appears  that  the  delaying  to  fend 
any  reinforcement  of  troops  to  the  ifland  of 
Minorca,  tiii  the  departure  of  Admiral  Byng  on 
the  6th  of  April  1756,  the  f offering  the  offi- 

cers 
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ccrs  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  to  .continue  ab- 
fent  from  their  ports,  and  the  not  giving  any 

ZnZ  %  ■fufinf,  Ters  for  the  ^fence  of 

fo  t  St.  Philip,  till  the  30th  of  March  17  56 

of  the  princif*'  °r  '-ft  of 
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